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Hingis tests Guimaras fish supply Macarambon Now, it's iron Man, 
positive for down 65 percent after appointment to Green Lantern coming 
cocaine, retires Aug. 2006 oil spill Comelec hailed to the big screen 


S. Korea fake degree 
scandal traced to RP 


‘SEOUL—SOUTH KOREA'S FAKE DEGREE 
scandal has spread to the military, with 13 
‘Army officers sacked and prosecuted for 
faking Filipino university degrees. 

"Military prosecutors have indicted the 
13 lieutenant-level officers for faking de- 
grees,” a defense ministry spokesperson 
told Agence France-Presse on Friday. 
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World's wackiest 


experiments revealed 


PARIS—ELEPHANT 
on LSD ... sexual turn- 
ons for turkeys 
tempts to restore 
corpses to life: All fea- 
ture on the list of the 
“craziest scientific ex- 
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Palace backs gas theory 


E" 


Old stairwell 

Pressure rom the accumulated 
gases erupts out of the old 
stairwell. The explosionis 
strong enough to toss a 
concrete slab cover- | „# 
ingthe oldstairwen | s 
into the mals root 


Explosive effect 


The explosion rips through the lobby 
from the basement underneath, kiling 


11 people and injuring a hundred 


others. Initially. police say an LPG tank 
may have caused the explosion. Police. 
later say a bomb may have caused the 
blast. Eventually, police settle on the 
theory of a gas explosion. The incident 
had all the elements of а gas explosion, 
they say, as they can't find any bomb 
parts, a crater, and evidence of fires. 


Ricocheting slab 

The blast sends а concrete slab into the 
тоо! of the mall's lobby, ricocheting first 
Into one of the lobby's columns (1) and 
crashing into the glass root (2) before 
slamming down to the lobby's ground 
floor (3). 


1 fay, Hitulonotthemats toc 
doi— 


Note: Not drawn to scale 


A diesel fuel tank is ruptured 
in the explosion, causing its 
тоо! to partially peel ой. In- 
vestigators also find a hole in 
the upper part of the tank. 
They believe one of the steel 
bars reinforcing the inside of 
the tank shot out and punc- 
tured the skin of the structure. 


New stairwell 
Pressure from the 
‘explosion also exits 
‘through the new 
stairwell into the 
service area of the. 
Luk Yuen restaurant. 


By Christine O. Avendaño, D] Yap 
and Alcuin Papa 


DESPITE VARIOUS CALLS FOR 
an independent inquiry, Mala- 
cafiang is backing the findings of 
the Philippine National Police 
that a buildup of gases had 
caused the powerful explosion at 
the Glorietta 2 mall on Oct. 19. 


Executive Secretary Eduardo Ermita on 
Thursday said that the Palace would "go by 
the result" of the PNP investigation. He also 
expressed relief that the blast that killed 11 
people and injured more than 100 others 
was not an act of terrorism. 

"As chairman of the Anti-Terrorism Coun- 
cil, [say] it’s a good thing that it was notat- 
tributed to terrorists. (f it were a terror act] 
it will affect our economy, our standing in 
the world community" Ermita said at the 
Libingan ng mga Bayani. 

Asked whether the Palace was satisfied 
with the result of the PNP probe, he said: 
"We are not happy about the explosion be- 
cause people's lives were lost and many 
were injured—more than 100. But we just 
have to go by the result of the investiga- 
tion.” 

The PNP has yet to issue its final report 
on the blast, but has ruled out a bomb as the 
cause. It has also said it was now looking in- 
to “possible negligence" and was hinging its 
"gas explosion" theory on the design of the 
Glorietta 2 basement. 

The mall is part of the Glorietta complex 
in Makati City operated by Ayala Land Inc. 
(ALD. 

Reacting to Ermita's statement in support 
of the police findings, ALI spokesperson Al- 
fonso Reyes yesterday said the real estate 
firm was hoping to be furnished a copy of 


Old entrance revealed 
Police say this may have 
been a weak point in the con- 


Streetlevel entrance 
to basement 

The explosion pushes out 
cars parked in the service. 
‘area. The roof of one of the 
vehicles, a delivery truck, 
is peeled off 


Water pump 
Polce beleve a pump used 
forthe таз sewage sys- 

tem malfunctioned, leading 
tothe leaking oa septic 

tanik and he fooding ofthe 
basement. This causes t 
methane gas to fi e 


investigators teo 

rese ciui the PNP official report as soon as possible. 
Suiiches in the basement "We hope that they will also make pub- 
‘ante De accomted lic che separate reports of the other agen- 
Terrane 


cies so that we can better understand their 
specific pieces of evidence and how they 
have been, able to establish facts that 
would support their conclusion,” Reyes 
said 
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Now, it’s little 
Nena seeking 
protection 
of amparo 


By Jerome Aning 


THE MILITANT PEASANT GROUP 
Kilusang Magbubukid ng Pilipinas 
(KMP) and the guardians of an 8-year- 
old girl whom Army soldiers in Cebu 
reportedly abducted and interrogated 
last month are considering seeking a 
writ of amparo to protect her from fur- 
ther harassment. 

KMP-Cebu, which gave the girl the 
sobriquet “Nena,” said she had been 
“heavily traumatized” by the soldiers’ 
“inhumane interrogation" on the 
whereabouts of her parents, whom 
they accused of being members of the 
‘communist New People’s Army (NPA). 

In Manila, KMP deputy secretary 
general Willy Marbella said the sol- 
diers involved should be punished for 
their action. 

“They have robbed the child of her 
innocence, and she will carry psycho- 
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Strong peso softens oil price impact 


By Michele V. Remo 


THE COUNTRY'S ECONOMIC MAN- 
agers and monetary officials yesterday 
said the rapid appreciation of the peso 
would soften the impact of surging 
world crude prices on prices of basic 
commodities. 

Officials of the National Economic 
Development Authority (Neda) and 


Both ALI and Makati Mayor Jejomar Bi- 
PALACE/ AB 


the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP) 
played down the threat posed by 
record crude prices on the govern- 
ment’ inflation and growth targets. 

US crude for December delivery hit 
an all-time high of $96.24 per barrel 
on Thursday, although prices eased 
near $94 on Friday. According to ana- 
lysts, many investors are betting tight 
supplies will drive crude prices to $100. 


a barrel or higher, and look at price de- 
clines as buying opportunities. 

But Myrna Asuncion, officer in 
charge of Neda's policy and planning 
division, told the Ingumer that high 
crude prices would not significantly 
jack up local commodity prices. While 
ой prices are rising, the peso has also 
been hitting highs against the US dol- 

STRONGIAS 


Doing a Garci, Lintang Bedol 
vanishes without trace in Cotabato 


By Charlie С. Señase 
Inquirer Mindanao 
Alcuin Papa 

and Beverly T. Natividad 
in Manila 


LIKE HIS FORMER BOSS VIRGILIO 
Garcillano, who vanished without a 
trace after the “Hello Garci” scandal 
broke out, Maguindanao election su- 
pervisor Lintang Bedol seems to have 
disappeared at a time when the au- 
thorities want him. 


асана oe 


Police armed with an arrest warrant 
for him yesterday said they were told 
by his wife, Kadigia, that Bedol left his 
Cotabato City home on Oct. 20 with 
unidentified armed men in military 
uniform—and he has not been heard 
from since 

"We received information that two 
days before the issuance of the warrant. 
of arrest, he left. We don't know where 
he is now" Chief Supt. Joel Goltiao, 
commander of the Autonomous Re- 
gion for Muslim Mindanao (ARMM) 


police, told the Inquinen yesterday. 

“We are checking all information on 
his whereabouts,” Goltiao said. 

Chief Insp. Willie Kasuyo, head of 
the Cotabato City police team assigned 
to arrest the poll official, said they 
went to Bedols house in Barangay Uno 
on Oct. 23 to serve the warrant but 
they were told by Kadigia that her hus- 
band was gone. 

“We did not believe her so we 
searched the house. He was not really 


DOING AB 
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PNP sifts through mall 
basement for evidence 


WORKERS retrieve the pump from the 
Glorietta 2 basement. Police hope the 
pump would yield clues to the explosion. 


ingenuity, 
faith power 
Sinag run 


By Tarra Quismundo 


FILIPINO INGENUITY AND FAITH 
powered the country's rookie solar car 
race team all the way to the finish line 
of the 3000-kilometer World Solar 
Challenge held in Australia 
All first-timers in solar car construc- 
tion and operation, the 15-man Team 
Sinag (sunray) carried the Philippine 
flag in the WSC desert race, the most 
prestigious competition for solar-pow- 
ered cars. 
The country’s pioneering solar car 
team finished 11th out of 20 teams in 
‘OLDPINOY/AI3 


їпоу expat 
picked for 
Olympic run 


BEUING—A FILIPINO MARKETING 
manager of an international design 
company is among eight foreigners liv- 
ing ín China who have been picked to 
join the 2008 Beijing Olympic torch re- 
Тау across the country, organizers said 
yesterday. 

The runners were picked from 
among 262 applicants їп a contest or- 
ganized by Chinese computer maker 
and Olympic sponsor Lenovo Group 
and the government newspaper China 
Daily. Each will carry the torch for 200 
meters on Chinese soil 

Marco Antonio Torres of the Philip- 
pines, a marketing manager for М 
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WEATHER FORECAST 

FORECAST. Northern and Eastern Luzon and Visayas wil experience 
тозу cloudy sis wi scatlered rainshowers and thunderstorms. 
The rest of he country wil have party cloudy to cloudy sis with 
Isolate ranshowers or thunderstorms. 


roManla Party Cloudy _ Шии Мову Cloudy 
Bono Coody mo Rans Moras Mosty Goudy 
pras Ойу wih ais Gab Masiy бону 
daong Goudywtn Rams —Tacikan Mosty Cloudy 
Party Сону. 


Файне Party Goudy Gen Santas 

Tignan Pary Goody Zamboanga — Pary Candy 

epe! —— Мові Соу — Cgayan de б Роу Gody 
"arly бошу — Dara Paty Coody 
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Macarambon appointment welcomed 


By Michael Lim Ubac 
and Grace Cantal-Allbasin 
Inquirer Mindanao 


WHAT'S INSIDE 
US MILITARY 


‘THE APPOINTMENT OF ILIGAN 
БЕ City Judge Moslemen Macaram- 
tracks hijacked bon as a commissioner in the 
qom s ‘Commission on Elections may be 
ships in Somalia snathema to сепа oppostion 
politicians but it is a welcome de- 


/A3 velopment to Muslims in Min- 
danao and elsewhere. 

The man who blew the whis- 
tle on the alleged cheating in 
Lanao del Sur during the 2004 
presidential elections зай 
“President Arroyo's choice of 
Macarambon is commendable." 

Macarambon is “a principled 
man whose disposition cannot 
[Az beswayed by money,” said Had- 

ji Abdullah Dalidig, chair of the 
Islamic Movement for Electoral 
Reform and Good Governance 
(imergg), and the National 
Movement for Free Elections 
(Namfrel) in Lanao del Sur. 

This trait “makes [for] a good 
poll administrator, being free 
from the influence of politi- 
cians,” said Dalidig in a phone 
interview. 


ш NEW CORAL 
species found off 
Kalayaan and 
Batangas isle 


Appointments. 


JUDGE FIRED, 
another fined for 
bad behavior 
against women 
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Dalidig said that based on the 
background check that his group 
conducted, Macarambon has no 
relative engaged in politics. 

He shares the surname of for- 
mer Lanao de! Sur Rep. Benas- 
ing Macarambon Jr. but they 
are not relatives, he said. 

Macarambon's appointment 
has been criticized by opposi- 
tion Sen. Panfilo Lacson who 
described him аз “a known Gar- 
ci protege and election opera- 
tor,” referring to former elec. — The 
tion commissioner Virgilio Gar- 
cillano, a central figure in the 
2004 “Hello Garci” scandal. 

Lacson claimed it was Garcil- 
lano who had recommended 
Macarambon and has vowed to 
‘oppose the appointment at the 
congressional Commission on 


Garcillano yesterday said 
Lacson should check his facts judge, good family man anda 
before making any claims. 
Interviewed by phone from 
Kauswagan, Lanao del Norte, 
Garcillano said Macarambon 
was never his protege. 
Garcillano said he might 
have been mistaken for his 


cousin, lawyer Tomas Garcil- 
lano, who practices law in Ili- 
gan City where Macarambon 
has been a trial court judge for 
the past four years. 

Garcillano said that during his 
stint as Comelec commissioner he 
had a staff member whose sur- 
name was Macarambon. 

“Reynold (the staff member) 

is not related to Moslemen. 
Even their looks are far differ- 
ent,” he said. 
Genuine Opposition 
spokesman Adel Tamano said 
he was pleasantly surprised to 
hear of the appointment of 
Macarambon, a fellow 
Maranao and family friend who 
once served on the legislative 
staff of his father, former Sen. 
Mamintal Tamano. 

“As far as our family knows, 
he is a competent lawyer, a fair 


Ex-SC justice may 
head poll body 


By Michael Lim Ubac „After his retirement from 
the Supreme Court, Davide 
became presidential adviser 
on electoral reforms and then 
permanent representative to 
the United Nations. 

The official also disclosed 
that the President was also in 
the process of filling up the 
vacancy in the Supreme 
Court following the retire- 
ment of Associate Justice 
Cancio Garcia last Oct. 20. 

Among those being consid- 
егей are three Court of Appeals 
members and three Sandigan- 
bayan senior associate justices 


PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL- 
Arroyo is likely to appoint a 
former Supreme Court jus- 
tice to head the Commission 
on Elections. 

А Malacafiang official, 
who was not authorized to 
speak on the record, said the 
President is choosing from a 
list of former high court jus- 
tices to fill up the vacancy 
created when former Com- 
elec Chair Benjamin Abalos 
Sr. quit last Oct. 1 after being 
implicated in the national 
broadband networkscandal. “close to the Presidents heart”. 

The official did not reveal ^ Executive Secretary Eduar- 
the names, but denied that do Ermita, who is not the IN- 
former Chief Justice Hilario ошай source, said he has yet 
G. Davide Jr. was onthelist. to be informed of any new 

“He can't just give up his Comelec appointee apart 
post in the United Nations,” from the most recent one, 
said the official. Moslemen Macarambon. 


decent person. If he does have 
relations with Garci, that would 
have happened after he worked 
for my father,” Tamano said. 

Executive Secretary Eduardo 
Ermita said Macambon was 
chosen from a list of three Mus- 
lim lawyers and judges, based 
on the recommendations of for- 
mer Chief Justice Hilario G. Da- 
vide Jr. when he was presiden- 
tial adviser on poll reforms. 

Macarambon filled the post 
vacated by Mehol K. Sadain, a 
Maguindanaoan, who retired 
last year. 

“Sadain is a Muslim, so it fol- 
lows that we appoint another 
Muslim," Ermita said, adding 
that the appointment was "be- 


yond politics." 

Macarambon himself con- 
firmed in an interview that he 
had applied for the job with Mala- 
cafiang in July 2006 after Sadain 
retired. He thought that maybe it 
was time for a Maranao tobeap- am not related to a politician,” 
pointed to the post. he said. With reports from 

He said that at least one of Dona Pazzibugan and Ryan D. 
the seven seats at the poll body Rosauro, Inquirer Mindanao 


is traditionally given to a Mus- 
lim from the time of the late dic- 
tator Ferdinand Marcos. He 
asked Lacson to give him “the 
benefit of the doubt.” 

“Ihave not been a politician. I 
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US milita 


tracks 


ships 


hijacked 
off Somalia 


NAIROBI—THE US NAVY 15 
monitoring two foreign-flagged 
cargo ships off Somalia's coast 
with the aim of removing Soma- 
li pirates who hijacked the ves- 
sels and held their crew, includ- 
ing nine Filipinos. 

“The goal is to get the pirates 
off the ships во the ships can re- 
turn to legitimate shipping traf- 
fic and transi" said Com- 
modore Lydia Robertson, a 
spokesperson for the US Fifth 
Fleet in Bahrain. 

The US Navy engaged the 
North Korean and Japan-owned 
ships їп recent days off Soma- 
lia's coast, at one point firing to 
destroy pirate skiffs tied to the. 
Japanese boat. 

The crew aboard the North 
Korean ship had overpowered 
the pirates that had boarded it 
in a clash that left several 
wounded and dead. US Navy 
personnel later boarded the 
North Korean vessel to treat the 
wounded. 

Оп Sunday, the guided mis- 
sile destroyer USS Porter fired 
at and destroyed two pirate 
boats tied to the hijacked 
Japanese-flagged ship, Golden 
Nori, which is loaded with the 
highly flammable benzene, an 
industrial solvent. The US mili- 
tary said it was aware of what 
was onboard when it fired at 
the boats. 

‘The Golden Nori was headed 
for Europe when it was hijacked 
Sunday off the Somali coast car- 
rying 23 crew—nine Filipinos, 
two South Koreans and 12 
Burmese citizens. 

^ Durval Shipping official in 
Tokyo said Thursday there has 
been no development since 
Wednesday when the company 
confirmed its crew on Golden 
Nori had not been injured. 

Restituto Bulilan, the ship's 
captain, had phoned the 
Japanese company and his fam- 
ily in the Philippines, Foreign 
Undersecretary Esteban Cone- 
jos said. 

“The captain of the kidnapped 
ship was able to contact the prin- 
cipal (the owners) in Japan to in- 
form them that the crew is being 
treated well and that they are all 
safe,” Conejos said. 

Conejos said there has been 
no ransom demand from the pi- 
rates. But the sister of a Filipino 


crew member said the hijackers 
are expected to demand a ran- 
som soon. 

Josefina Villanueva, the sister 
of the 48-year-old Filipino su- 
pervisor Laureano Villanueva, 
told The Associated Press that 
the talks are just starting. “I 
think the pirates will later on 
demand something,” she said 

Conejos, however, reiterated 
the governments no-ransom 
policy, adding that the govern- 
ment is "doing everything" to 
save the crew. 

Conejos said there has been 
mo direct contact between the 
Philippine government and the 
pirates. 

“We won't talk directly to 
them, We talk with the host gov- 
ernment or the Filipinos’ em- 
ployer, in this case the Japanese 
company” that owns the ship, 
he said. “We're hoping for the 
best. We're praying for the 
best.” 

“The problem is there is no 
central government in control 
(in Somalia),” he said. 

Somalia has been without a 
functioning government since 
warlords overthrew dictator 
Mohamed Siad Batre in 1991, 
then turned on each other. The 
current government маз 
formed in 2004, but has strug- 
gled to assert any real control. 

Villanueva said the sailors" 
families were being updated 
regularly by the Department of 
Foreign Affairs and officials of 
Seacrest Maritime Manage- 
ment Inc., the agency which re- 
cruited the Filipino crew to 
work on Golden Nori. 

“all of us are worried. We 
want to ensure the safety of our 
brother," she said. "We're hold- 
ing daily prayers in our house. I 
hope the government can help 
us deal with this problem so ту 
brother could be free again." 

Redentor Anaya, vice presi- 
dent for operations of Seacrest 
Maritime, confirmed that the 
captain called the Japanese ship 
owner on Wednesday, the same 
day he called his family in the 
Philippines, to say they were all 
safe. 

“The crew are OK, so far, but 
we don't know what the de- 
mands of the pirates are,” 
Anaya said. AP with a report 
from Cynthia D. Balana 


Blitz Padua; 50 


CEFERINO “BLITZ” PADUA JR., 
a multi-awarded musical direc- 
tor, died of heart attack on 
Wednesday while playing the 
keyboard at a Halloween party 
in Merville Park, Parafaque 
City. He was 50. 

Blitz Padua was involved in 
music production since his high 
school days at Ateneo de Mani- 
la. As a musical director, he was 
awarded three trophies by the 
Film Academy of the Philip- 


pines in three productions, no- 
tably Lito Lapid's celebrated 
“Lapu-lapu.” 

The youngest son of lawyer 
Cefie and college professor Nel- 
lie Padua, Blitz graduated with 
an AB Economics degree from 
the University of the Р 
pines. 

His body lies at Rizal Funeral 
Homes in Pasay City. Burial has 
been scheduled on Sunday af- 
tenoon. 
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Judge fired, another 
fined for offensive 
behavior vs women 


By Leila B. Salaverria filed a rape case against De Cas- 
tro, but later withdrew it. 

‘The Bohol prosecutor dis- 
missed the criminal aspect of 
the rape case, but forwarded 
the complaint to the Supreme 
Court’s Office of the Court Ad- 
ministrator (OCA). 

The OCA could not pin De 
Castro on the rape charge, but 
found him guilty of gross mis- 
conduct and immorality and 
recommended his dismissal and 
disbarment. 

"The OCA said the complainant 
had gone toits office and said that 
De Castro's driver had threatened 
her against pursuing the rape 
charge and confirmed her earlier 
charge of rape. 


ing language in court that of- 
fended a woman who was party 
to a case he was handling. 

Rufon was also warned that a 
repeat of the offense would 
merit heavier sanctions. 

The high court found the 
judge guilty of vulgar and unbe- 
coming conduct when he told 
Cynthia Bagtas-Serios in open 
court that "next time you see 
your husband, open your arms 
and legs.” 

Serios said she was “humili- 
ated and insulted.” 

The high court sustained the 
finding of the investigating jus- 
tice that Rufon, who denied the 
charge, had used “intemperate 
and obscene language injurious 
The high court said the retrac- to the sensitivity and feelings of 
tion was suspicious, considering complainants who are all wom- 
of the complainants social stand- еп” 
ing and economic status. The complaint was filed by 

"On the whole, all roads logi- Serios’ woman lawyer and two 
cally lead to the conclusion that others. 
the respondent judge has in- The Supreme Court 
deed failed to behave in sucha judges should be temperate in 
way that will promote confi- their language and should 
dence and respect for the judi- avoid inflammatory or exces- 
ciary. He deported himself ina sive rhetoric, as well as "lan- 
manner most unbecoming а guage of vilificatior 
judge as a model of moral up- ^ The “noble position” of judge 
rightness,” it said. mandates that those who hold it 

Та another case, the high tri- should be polite in and out of 
bunal fined Bacolod Judge the court room, the high court 
Anastacio Rufon Р5,000 for us- said. 


TWO JUDGES HAVE BEEN 
brought down for their offen- 
sive behavior against women. 

The Supreme Court dis- 
missed Bohol Judge Manuel de 
Castro for gross misconduct and 
immorality as a result of his ас- 
tions in a videoke bar that the 

h court said was unbecom- 
ig of an officer of the court. 

‘The tribunal said De Castro vio- 
lated the Code of Judicial Conduct 
when he made sexual advances and 
acted lascviously against two wom- 
еп in a videoke bar One of the 
women filed an administrative 
complaint against the judge. 

It said De Castro teased one 
of the women about her scanty 
attire and kissed her on the 
cheek, and kissed the com- 
plainant behind the ear. 

He was also found to have 
tried to follow the complainant 
into the bathroom at the urging 
of his friends, and was only 
stopped when she threatened to 
call the police. 

These "peccadilloes" reflect- 
ed on De Castro's utter disre- 
gard of public opinion or the 
reputation of the judiciary 
which he represents,” the high 
court said in its Oct. 17 ruling. 

The complainant initially 


Probe of Rapu-Rapu fishkill urged 


A MILITANT  FISHERFOLK 
group is seeking an indepen- 
dent investigation of last Sun- 
day's fishkill in Rapu-Rapu, Al- 
bay, after environment officials 
initially cleared the mining firm 
in the island of any hand in the 
incident. 

The Pambansang Lakas ng 
Kilusang Mamamalakaya ng 


Pilipinas said yesterday it 
would ask the help of indepen- 
dent marine scientists and 
chemists to determine the cause 
ofthe fishkill 

Pamalakaya national chair 
Fernando Hicap said in a state- 
ment they feared that the inves- 
tigation by the Department of 
Environment and Natural Re- 


sources would lead to a “white- 
wash.” 

Citing initial results of their 
investigation, DENR officials in 
Region 5 said that the fishkill 
site was 10 km away from the 
Lafayette Philippines Inc. poly- 
metallic project, and that there 
was no massive fishkill. TJ Bur- 
gonio 
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celebrations. 


in the 


until Saturday. 


unteer groups, and 500 soldiers 
from the Armed Forces’ Nation- 
al Capital Region Command 
(NCRComm) for helping main- 
tain peace and order in ceme- 
teries. Police had also gone on 
full alert for the All Souls’ Day 


“We expect lesser visitors to- 
day but our policemen will still 
be there to guard the cemeter- 
ies,” Barias said yesterday. 

He also said he has ordered a 
one-third reduction of the de- 
ployment of policemen to ceme- 
teries to be transferred to bus 
terminals, seaports and airports 


“After Saturday, we will deter- 
mine if there is a need to lower 
our alert status," he said. 

After the All Souls’ Day cele- 
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‘Undas’ peaceful — PNP 


By Alcuin Papa 


THE TRADITIONAL OBSER- 
vance of All Souls’ Day was 
“generally peaceful" in Metro 
Manila as compared to last year, 
the Philippine National Police 
(PNP) said yesterday. 

National Capital Region Po- 
lice Office (NCRPO) chief Direc- 
tor Geary Barias said as of yes- 
terday, police only received one 
report of violence 
metropolis, a stabbing incident 
in Pateros last Nov. 1. 

Last year, Barias said there 
were a total of four violent inci- 
dents reported for all of the 72 
cemeteries in Metro Manila. 

Barias credited the deploy- 
ment of 5000 policemen, 4000 
"force multipliers” like civic vol- 


bration, Barias said they are al- 
ready preparing for security op- 
erations for the coming Christ- 
mas season. 

“We will have some activities 
lined up like increased police 
visibility in critical areas," 
Barias said. 

He said they would focus on 
places of convergence favored 
by holiday shoppers like the 
Quiapo, Divisoria, Baclaran 
and the big malis in Metro 
Manila. 

Barias said he would order 
more policemen to guard cer- 
tain areas in Commonwealth 
Avenue in Quezon City where 
holdup incidents are rampant. 

“We will make sure our shop- 
pers and commuters will be 
safe,” he said. 


Give fellow some slack, Erap 
lawyer appeals to Sandigan 


THE LAWYER OF DEPOSED PRESIDENT 
Joseph Estrada has appealed to the Sandi- 
ganbayan to “give the fellow some slack” 
following pronouncements that it would 
run after his personal assets if it fails to find 
the P876-million illegally amassed wealth it 
forfeited in favor of the government. 


Corrections 


IN THE OCT. 31 ISSUE, AN ARTICLE 
on Page A2—"Name people above fray 
to Comelec"—misstated that Amado 
Valdez was a former dean of the Uni- 
versity of the East law school. Valdez is 
the current dean of the UE College of 
Law. 

IN THE NOV. 2 ISSUE, AN ARTICLE 
ON Page A2—"Comelec appointee op- 
posed”—misstated the age of Mosle- 
men Macarambon Sr. He is 58—not 
66—years old. 


“Mr Estrada is moving through a period 
of readjustment. He has to attend to an ai 
ing mother, He is not fleeing. He is not ab- 
sconding or disposing of property. He will 
do the right thing,” seid co-lead counsel 
Rene Saguisag in a manifestation. 

He also appealed to the court that it give 
Estrada a break in view of the fast-ap- 
proaching “season of grace and goodwill.” 

Renato Bocar, executive clerk of court 
and acting Sandiganbayan spokesperson, 
earlier stated that the antigraft court could 
confiscate Estrada's assets should he refuse 
to give up the money and property specified 
in its Sept. 12 decision. 

In the decision convicting Estrada of 
plunder, the court ordered the forfeiture of 
545,291 million in “jueteng” payoffs with 
interest, including the P200 million de- 
posited in a bank account of the Erap Mus- 
lim Youth Foundation; the P189 million in 
commission from the purchase of Belle 
Corp. shares and the P142-million “Boracay 
Mansion" in New Manila, Quezon City. Jo- 
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Saturday, November 3, 2007 
30th Week in Ordinary Time 
Martin de Porres 
IstReading: Rom 11:1-2, 11-12, 25-29 
Gospel: Luke 14:1, 7-11 

‘One Sabbath Jesus had gone to eat a meal 
in the house of a leading Pharisee, and he 
was carefully watched. 

Jesus then told a parable to the guests, for 
he had noticed how they tried to take the 
places of honor. And he said, "When you are 
invited to a wedding party, do not choose the 
best seat. It may happen that someone more 
important than you has been invited, and 
‘your host, who invited both of you, will come 
and say to you: "Please give this person your 
place.’ What shame is yours when you take 
the lowest seat! 

"Whenever you are invited, go rather to the. 
lowest seat, so that your host may come and 
say to you: Friend, you must come up higher? 
‘And this will be a great honor for you in the 
presence of all the other guests. For whoever 
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makes himself out to be great will be hum- 
bled, and whoever humbles himself will be 
raised.” 
Commentary 

Most of the early members of the church 
were Jews, Jesus was a Jew but many in Israel 
did not come to believe that Jesus was the 
awaited Messiah because he was more than 
that, more than what was awaited-he is God, 
for those who believe that he i the fullness of 
the promises, the law, and the hopes of all the 
years of waiting in Israel. Now God in Jesus be- 
longs to every tribe and nation. But Israel is 
beloved of God always. They were his frst peo- 
ple, his dearest treasure, and God's gifts are ir- 
revocable. We must be careful not to let Paul 
and others’ words influence negatively how we 
feel and relate to the people of Israel. And we 
‘must make sure that we live in such a way that 
our lives reveal the presence of God in Jesus 
crucified and risen now in the world, We must 
live humbly, truthfully, and with respect for 
all 
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"TILL DEATH THEY WON'T PART. 

The wife of а retired general is 
spearheading a signature campaign 
to convince the government to allow 
wives to be buried with their hus- 
bands at the Libingan ng та Bayani 
in Fort Bonifacio, Taguig City. 

“A man won't become a hero if 
not for a supportive wife,” Car- 
mencita Dulig said in Filipino dur- 
ing a recent interview at the Libin- 
зап пе mga Bayani. 

She said soldiers are able to con- 
centrate on their jobs and have “peace 
of mind" in the field, fighting for the 
country, because they know their 
wives are looking after their homes 
and taking care of their children. 

Dulig said it was actually her hus- 
band, retired Brig. Gen. Melendrino 
Dulig, who brought up the idea of 
couples being buried together at 
the Libingan ng mga Bayani. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


He wants it to be his "legacy" to 
the soldiers, Dulig said. 

She said her husband believed it 
would be wonderful for a couple to be 
together in their final resting place. 

“That is, if the husband would 
agree to have wife with him 
where he's buried,” Dulig chuckled. 

Dulig added that it should be the 
"legitimate and original” wives who 
should be given the privilege of be- 
ing buried at the Libingan with 
their husbands. 

Dulig pointed out that President 
Macapagal-Arroyo's mother, Eva, is 
also interred at the Libingan ng 
mga Bayani, like her father, former 
President Diosdado Macapagal. 

Its the same story with us (sol- 
diers’ wives),” Dulig said. 

Dulig said her and husband's pro- 
posal has the support of Executive 
Secretary Eduardo Ermita who en- 


couraged them to gather at least 
10,000 signatures in their drive. 

At present, only the cremated re- 
mains of the deceased wives can be 
buried with their husbands at the 
Libingan, according to Col. Joel En- 
rile, commanding officer of the 
Grave Services Unit of the Philip- 
pine Army Support Command. 

The urn is placed on top of the 
soldier's coffin, he said. 

Enrile said that it would be quite 
impossible to have two coffins on 
top of one another because the 
grave is only six feet deep. 

Former Presidents, national 
artists, recognized guerrillas from 
World War П, government digni- 
taries, statesmen, and military per- 
sonnel who served the Armed 
Forces are among those who can be 
buried at the Libingan ng mga 
Bayani. Nikko Dizon 
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Moser Associates, an international 
firm specializing in the creation of 
interior offices and work-support 
facilities based in Beijing, was cho- 
sen from the top 100 candidates, in- 
cluding four Filipinos, CNN's Bei- 
jing Bureau Chief and correspon- 
‘dent Jaime Florcruz and daughter 
Michelle, Noel M. Novicio and Jere- 
my Sy. 

Torres said he launched an online 
‘campaign to appeal for votes which 
made him a celebrity in his home- 
land. 

"It started out with one e-mail 
which I forwarded to people in my 
address book. After that, I wrote a 
blog, and then a day or two after, 
there were over 1,000 blogs about 
my appeal,” said 38-year-old Tor- 
тез. 

“Then I went to the Philippines 
for national holidays and I was in- 
vited by TV and radio, In fact, it 
wasn't just any TV and radio shows. 
appeared on the No. 1 radio sta- 
tion in the Philippines," һе said. 

Torres has been living and work- 
ing in the Chinese capital since June 
2006. He also writes for Metrozine, 
which he describes as the top bilin- 
gual magazine in Beijing. 


Ultimate dream 
He wanted to witness the 2008 
Olympics so much he declined an 
opportunity to move to Shanghai. 
In his desire to become an 
Olympic torchbearer, Torres "e- 
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mailed everyone [he] possibly 
[knew] including [his] office e-mail 
address" which connected over 
400 persons in nine cities world- 
wide, to ask them to vote for him. 

In the website www.pinoytorch- 
bearer.com, he said that even com- 
pany founder Moira Moser voted 
forhim. 

Numerous blogs, websites, tele- 
vision and radio stations in the 
Philippines have supported him in 
his dream. 

A sports buff, Torres was captain 
of his college's volleyball team and 
had won amateur badminton tour- 
naments. He also enjoys bowling 
and playing tennis. 


Real China 

The other winners come from the 
United States, India, Venezuela, 
Germany Russia, Japan and Colom- 
bia. They will be among 19,400 
runners who will carry the torch 
next August. 

The final selection was made by a 
panel of Lenovo and China Daily 
employees after nearly 300,000 
people voted in a month-long on- 
line campaign, according to the 
newspaper. 

Candidates had to appreciate 
Chinese culture and history and be 
devoted to communicating the “real 
China” to the world, the China Dai- 
lysaid. 


Lucky seven 
The winners still require ap- 
proval by the Beijing Organizing 
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MARCO 
Antonio Torres, 
shown here 
posing at the 
Great Wall of 
China, has been 
picked to join 
the 2008 
Beijing Olympic 
torch relay. He 
launched an 
online 
campaign to 
appeal for 


votes. 
PHOTO FROM TOMES 
кызл. 


icked for Olympic run 


Committee of the games. 

‘The other winners are: 

Jenny Bowen, from San Fran- 
cisco, USA, who runs a foundation 
to help Chinese orphans and lives in 
Beijing. 

*Meena Barot, from India, а 
business manager in the northern 
Chinese city of Shijiazhuang. 

eYoshitoshi Mizuya, бот 
Nagano, Japan, chair of a Beijing- 
based computer company. 

elis Hong-Sanchez, from 
Colombia, a student in the southern. 
Chinese city of Zhuhai. 

eYury llyakhin, from Moscow, 
general manager of a Beijing infor- 
mation technology company. 

Deirdre Smyth, who has dual 
British-Venezuelan nationality, a 
graphic designer in Beijing. 

$ Werner Ebel, from Berlin, a civ- 
il engineer in the central Chinese 
city of Zhengzhou. 

Beijing organizers plan to stage 
the longest torch relay in Olympic 
history—a 137,000-kilomerer, 130- 
day route across five continents. 

There have been controversies 
over its proposed passage through 
Tibet and Taiwan. Taiwan, a self- 
ruled island that Beijing claims as 
part of its territory, rejected Bei- 
jings terms for inclusion on the 
route. Tibet independence support- 
ers accuse Beijing of using the relay 
to convey false harmony in the Hi- 
malayan region that Chinese troops 
‘occupied in 1951. APandareport 
from Cyril L. Bonabente, Inquirer 
Research 
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Why oil prices are high 


US OIL HIT A RECORD HIGH $96.24 A BAR- 
rel on Nov. 1 after a steeper-than-expected 
drop in US crude oil stocks and a further cut 
in US interest rates. 

Strong demand for crude and a weak 
dollar have fueled the rally from a dip be- 
low $50 at the start of the year. 

Adjusted for inflation, oil is still below 
the $101.70 peak hit in April 1980, accord- 
ing to the International Energy Agency, a 
year after the Iranian revolution. 


Dollar weakness 

The fall in the value of the dollar against 
other major currencies has helped drive 
buying across commodities as investors 
view dollar assets as relatively cheap. 

Ithas also reduced the purchasing power 
of the revenues of the Organization of 
Petroleum Exporting Countries (Opec) and 
increased the purchasing power of some 
nondollar consumers. 

Opec oil ministers have noted that al- 
though prices are rising to record nominal 
levels, inflation and the dollar have soft- 
ened the impact. 

Some analysts say investors have been us- 
ing ой asa hedge against the weaker dollar. 


Flow of funds 

Since the US Federal Reserve cut interest 
rates in mid-August and central banks 
pumped billions of dollars into financial 
markets to ease a credit crunch, oil prices 
have surged close to 40 percent and gold 
has risen 20 percent. 

Investment flows from pension and 
hedge funds into commodities, including 
oil, have boomed, as has speculative trad- 
ing. At the same time, the credit crunch has 
brought some other markets, notably the 
US asset-backed commercial paper market, 
toa virtual standstill. 

In the United States, the size of the asset- 
backed commercial paper market has fallen 
for 11 consecutive weeks, to $883.7 billion 
this week from a peak of $1.17 trillion at 
the end of July, according to data from the 
Federal Reserve. 

Tn Europe, according to analysts at BNP 
Paribas, the market shrunk to $192 billion 
at the end of September from $297 billion 
at the end of July. 

Some of that money has found its way in- 
to energy and commodities. 


Demand from top consumers 
While previous price spikes have been 
triggered by supply disruptions, demand 
from top consumers the United States and 
China is the main driver of the current rally. 
Global demand growth has slowed after 
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lar, she said. 

The peso has appreciated by a hefty 12 
percent against the US dollar since the start 
ofthe year, making it Asia's second best per- 
forming currency next only to the Indian 
rupee. Early this week, the peso broke into 
the 43-level which monetary officials at- 
tributed to a rise in dollar remittances by 
overseas Filipino workers and investments 
by foreign companies. 

For this year, the government's economic 
managers had assumed an exchange rate of 
P48:$1 in setting an inflation target of 4-5 
percent. Due to the rise in the peso, howev- 
ег, inflation has so far been kept below 3 
percent. 

‘Asked about the direct impact of world 
oil prices on the inflation rate, BSP Manag- 
ing Director Ma. Cyd Tuano-Amador ex- 
plained that central bank simulations indi- 
cated that every P1 increase in local pump, 
prices could push up the inflation rate by 
0.10 to 0.14 percentage points after a 12- 
month period. 

BSP Governor Amando Tetangco Jr. said 
the spike in world oil prices would only 
һауе а minimal impact on consumer prices. 
The strong peso would lower the cost of im- 
ports, particularly ой. 

“The effect may be somewhat mitigated 
by such factors as the stronger peso. The 
BSP will continue to monitor this so that 
any second round effect or upward shift in 
inflation expectation is properly and timely 
addressed,” Tetangco said in a text message 
to Inquirer. 

Victor Abola, an economist from the Uni- 
versity of Asia and the Pacific, said inflation. 
was likely to average 3.5 percent in 2008 
despite higher crude prices. 


$100 per barrel 

International traders said worries over 
tight supplies would continue to support 
prices. Guy Caruso, administrator of the US 
Energy Information Administration, 
warned that if the Organization of 
Petroleum Exporting Countries did not pro- 
duce more oil, markets would be short of 
barrels in the first quarter 2008. At the 
same time, traders said strong oil demand 
in Asia, particularly in China and India, 
would continue unabated. 

“The big question that everyone wants to 
know is will we see $100 (a) barrel on this 
run,” Phil Flynn, an analyst in Chicago, 
wrote in a research note. “The strength of 
this market seems to be gaining momen- 
tum, and I have learned a long time ago to 
respect a raging bull.” 

& "But 1 also know that these type of runs 


Strong peso softens ... 
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a surge in 2004 but is still rising, and higher 
prices have so far had a very limited effect 
‘on economic growth. 
‘Analysts say the world is coping well with 
high nominal prices because, adjusted for ex- 
change rates and inflation, they are lower 
than during previous price spikes and some 
economies have become less energy intensive. 


Opec supply restraint 

The Opec cartel, source of more than a 
third of the world's oil, started to reduce oil 
output in late 2006 to stem a fall in prices. 

Fewer Opec barrels entering the market 
helped propel this year's rally and con- 
sumer nations led by the International En- 
ergy Agency for months urged Opec to 
pump more oil. 

Ata meeting in September, Opec agreed 
to increase oil output by 500,000 barrels 
per day from Nov. 1 

Few in the group believe there is much 
they can do to tame a market they say de- 
fies logic. 

Supply of crude from Nigeria, the world's 
eighth largest oil exporter, has been cut 
since February 2006 because of militant at- 
tacks on the country's oil industry. 

Ой companies have detailed about 
547,000 bpd of shut Nigerian production 
due to militant attacks and sabotage, 


Possible disruption in Iran 
Oil consumers are concerned about sup- 
ply disruption from Iran, the world’s fourth- 
biggest exporter, which is locked in a dispute 
with the West over its nuclear program. 

‘Western governments suspect Iran is us- 
ing its civilian nuclear program as a cover 
to develop nuclear weapons. Iran denies 
this, saying it wants nuclear power to make 
electricity. 

On Oct, 25, Washington accused Iran's 
Revolutionary Guard Corps of spreading 
weapons of mass destruction and its elite 
force of supporting terrorism, 


Iraq situation 

Iraq is struggling to get its oil industry 
back on its feet after decades of wars, sanc- 
tions and low investments. 

Exports of Kirkuk crude from the coun- 
туз north are sporadic as sabotage, and 
technical problems have mostly idled the 
pipeline since the US-led invasion of Iraq in 
March 2003, preventing exports returning 
to the pre-invasion rate. 

Refiners in the United States, the world’s 
top gas guzzler, struggled with unexpected 
outages which drained inventories ahead 
of the summer, when motor fuel demand 
peaks. Reuters 


can end quickly and feel like a crash once 
the sell-off begins,” Flynn wrote. 

Tetsu Emori, commodity markets fund 
manager in Tokyo, said a surge in oil 
prices го $100 level was highly possible. 
But he added “that level will not be sus- 
tainable because it is simply too expen- 
sive.” 


Difficult to predict 

Glenn Yu, chair of the Independent 
Philippine Petroleum Companies Associa 
tion, agreed that the strong peso would 
mitigate the impact of high world crude 
prices. Even so, Yu said it was difficult to 
predict the price of gasoline, diesel and oth. 
er fuel products by Christmas. 

Oil companies the other day raised prices 
of liquefied petroleum gas by P1.68 a kilo 
gram, inclusive of the 12-percent value 
added tax, as the international contract 
price of the product rose to a historic high 
this month. This brought the price of an 11 
kilogram LPG cylinder to between P517.40 
and P569.91. 

Malacafiang said high oil prices should 
spur the public to join hands in conserving 
energy and helping in the development о! 
alternative energy sources instead of en. 
gaging in destructive politics. 

"This serves as a wake-up call to all sec: 
tors that there are more things to attend to 
other than relentless politics of personal de. 
struction,” Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye 
said in a statement. 

Nonetheless, the militant group Pa 
malakaya called on the government to im. 
pose price controls on petroleum products. 
repeal the Oil Deregulation Law and pro 
ceed with the nationalization of the oil in 
dustry. 

Pamalakaya said oil companies were rak 
ing huge profits with their successive in. 
crease in fuel prices. With reports by Chris- 
tine O. Avendaño, Ronnel W. Domingo, 
Abigail L. Ho, Jerome Aning, AP and 
Reuters ‚ B 


By T] Burgonio 


NEW CORAL SPECIES HAVE 
been found in the waters off 
the Kalayaan group of islands, 
and Batangas despite a much 
diminished coral cover, accord- 
ing to a University of the Philip- 
pines marine biologist. 

Edgardo Gomez, professor 
emeritus of the UP Marine 
Science Institute (MSI), said 
the new specie Leptoseris 
kalayaanensis was found in 
the waters off Kalayaan is- 
lands in Spratlys a couple of 
months ago. 

He added that there were 
36 coral species per square 
meter in Talim Bay, Batangas, 
which he said could be “new 
species or new records.” 

“Believe it or not, we have 
some nice corals left in the 
Philippines,” Gomez said in a 
recent forum at the UP cam- 
pus. "Many species are wait- 
ing to be discovered." 

Gomez presented a paper 


ASOFT coral covered. pase atafamous acorns called the 
‘Canyons at the Verde Island passage. 


New coral species 
found off Kalayaan 


сомтавитаотното 


written by Prof. Wilfredo 
Licuanan on Philippine reefs 
during a forum on the Coral 
Reef Targeted Research and 
Capacity Building for Man- 
agement Program, and based 
his disclosures on this. 

Six countries, including 
the Philippines, contain over 
half of the world’s reefs. To- 
gether with Indonesia, the 
Philippines has a high diversi- 
ty of coral reefs. 

Only 4 to 5 percent of the 
27,000 sq km of the country's 
coral reefs are in excellent 
dition, studies show. 
‘Many of our reefs are un- 
der threat. Look at the entire 
region. In the '805, we had 
some reefs that had high cov- 
ег. Twenty years later, there's 
less cover,” Gomez said. 

In Visayas, for instance, 
more than half of the reefs 
are in poor state, according to 
him. "This is alarming. We 
hope degradation would 
stop," he said. 


By Jocelyn R. Uy 


OWING TO THE SNAIL-PACED 
disposition of drug-related cas- 
es in trial courts, some six me 
ric tons of illegal drugs are still 
being kept in laboratories of the 
Philippine Drug Enforcement 
‘Agency (PDEA) contrary to the 
law, according to the Commis- 
sion on Audit. 

Based on its 2006 audit re- 
port on PDEA, its laboratory 
service still has in its custody 
6,107,447.98 grams (or 6.107 
metric tons) and 62,193 pieces 
of dangerous drugs it has con- 
| fiscated last year. 

‘The amount does not include 
yet those being kept in the 
agency's regional units, the 
Philippine National Police 
forensic laboratories nation- 
wide, the National Bureau of In- 
vestigation and the courts. 

The COA reiterated that un- 
der Republic Act 9165 or the 
Comprehensive Dangerous 
Drugs Act of 2002, confiscated 
| illegal drugs must be destroyed 
by PDEA within 24 hours after 
the court has conducted an in- 
spection of the substances. 


Largest quantity 

| An inventory of these illegal 
| drugs which have yet to be 
burned or destroyed disclosed 
that ephedrine, a main compo- 
ment in the manufacture of 
shabu and commonly laced in 
“fatburner” pills has the 
largest quantity intact with 


4.073 metric tons. 


Icophil issues call for research papers 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


6 metric tons of illegal drugs 
still kept in PDEA !abs — COA 


The agency has yet to destroy 
1.5 metric tons of pseu- 
doephedrine, a banned stimu- 
lant being used as raw material 
for shabu; 457,883.74 grams of 
the actual shabu or metham- 
phetamine hydrochloride; 
75,894.24 grams of marijuana; 
61,907 vials of ketamine and 
286 tablets of ecstasy. 

“A cursory review of court or- 
ders and certificates of drug de- 
struction reports showed that it 
takes several months or years 
after a criminal case has been 
filed with the court before con- 
fiscated dangerous drugs were 
either inspected or destroyed,” 
noted the audit report. 


No adequate equipment 

The report also noted that 
PDEA has no adequate labora- 
tory equipment, storage facili- 
ties and personnel to process, 
store and secure confiscated 
drugs that a total of 3,11 metric 
tons of illegal drugs and 3,897 
pieces of other drugs were 
stored in police storerooms and 
laboratory facilities. 

This is against the law, said 
the COA, as the agency has been 
mandated to take charge and 
have custody of all dangerous 
drugs and to establish a forensic 
laboratory in each police office. 

Meanwhile, the PDEA dis- 
dosed that various alternative 
courses of actions were being un- 
dertaken to remedy the problem. 

The agency said it has ap- 
pointed monitors and liaison of- 
ficers to closely monitor the sta- 


THE SECRETARIAT OF THE 8TH 
International Conference on Philip- 
pine Studies (Icophil) is reminding 
interested participants to submit 
their proposals not later than Nov. 
15. í 

The conference, with the theme 
“Philippine Studieihfor the 21st 
Century: New Meanings, fCri- 
tiques and Trajectories,” is sched- 
uled on July 23-26, 2008, at the 
Philippine Social Science Center, 
Commonwealth Avenue, Quezon 
City. 

It aims to provide a forum for 
scholars engaged in research on 
the general field of Philippine 
studies, including developments 
and discourses that examine 
Philippine realities in a global 
ега. 


Since 1989, the 1сорһй Confer- 
ence Series has been held every 
four years at an international host- 
ing institution. 

The 2008 Icophil is hosted by the 
Philippine "Studies Association 
(PSA), established in 1984, in con- 
junction with the International 
Philippine Studies Conferences 
Board based at the University of 
Hawaiis Center for Philippine 
Studies, chaired by Belinda A. 
Aquino. 

‘Suggested topics for propos- 
als/panels include: theories and 
dimensions of analysis in Philip- 
pine studies; changing Philippine 
institutions, ideologies, practices 
and technologies; problematiz- 
ing the nation and the state; glob- 
alization; histories, cultures, 


identities; archaeology and her- 
itage studies; colonial discourse 
and postcolonial studies; the 
Philippine Diaspora; gender and 
sexuality; human and ecosystem 
well-being; education in the 21st 
century; population studies; 
Philippine media; and 
F/Pilipinolohiya. 

Proposals should be submitted to 
the 8th Icophil Secretariat at the 
Philippine Social Science Council 
by e-mail (icophil@pssc.org.ph) ог 
fax (632-924-4178 or 632-922- 
9621). For details, visit. 
wwwpsscorgph/icophil ^ call 
Karen Barrios (632) 929-2671 or 
Joanne Agbisit (632) 456-1930, or 
e-mail PSA president Bernardita R. 
Churchill at  nitachurchill@hot- 
mail.com. 


Clash kills 
2 Islamic 
militants | 


TWO MORE ISLAM- 
ic militants were 
found dead in the 
southern Philip- 
pines following a 
clash with gover- 
ment forces, an offi- 
cial said Friday. 

This brings to 
three the number of 
members of the al- 
Qaida-linked Арш 


countries. 


An opportunity for people 
intending to study abroad 
to speak with representatives 
of institutions from four 


рмоттам, 


Y a 


А 


ustralia 


‘сапада 
| new zealand 
; united kingdom 


та Н us pi 
es јд ihe po И 3 


No waiting list for surgery - Open for LASIK Surgery Monday to 
Sunday 10am to 7pm 

All surgeries performed by experienced LASIK surgeons 
Surgery for both eyes on the same day 


cli 


tus of drug-related cases filed in 
courts across the country. 

To speed up the turnover of 
cases to trial courts, the agency 
has also conducted meetings 
with prosecution and the judi- 
ciary group. 


HIGH Í 
SCHOOLS / 


It also informed COA that а 
destruction of about 4.5 metric 
tons of the illegal drugs it con- 
fiscated last year was scheduled 
last February 2007 at the Inte- 
grated Waste Management Inc. 
Facility in Cavite City. 


‘ih, 
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Sayyaf killed in the 
battle with Army 
special forces in the 
island of Basilan 
late Wednesday. 

The bodies of the 
two rebels were 
found by troops 
searching the area 
on Thursday, said 
Brig. Gen. Arturo 
Ortiz. One Abu 
Sayyaf member had 
earlier been con- 
firmed slain in the 
incident. 

The Abu Sayyaf is 
а small gang of Is- 
lamie militants 
blamed for the 
worst terrorist at- 
tacks in the Phi 
pines, — including 
firebombing a ferry 
on Manila Bay that 
killed more than 
100 in 2004. 

Intelligence agen- 
cies have linked the 
group to the al-Qai- 
da network of terror. 
mastermind Osama 
binLaden. AFP 
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Palace bac Anticrime group 
— offers to belp 


а рё she 
nay had been asking that the , T k 
PNP final report and other re VICLIMS RIN 

ts be made public. " А i | 
кла КО MAN By Julie M. Aurelio д i Es to worry about 
gow Agham; bad also ala Ж; THEVOLUNTEERS AGAINST Не said the group would 

E ү” ies alana : Crime and Corruption offer the same support and 
VIP ME. iE (VACC) is offering assistance service that it had extended 

i n б w to the families of the 11 peo- to the victims of the 1996 fire 
Fqulpmentt tented sina d ple killed in the Oct. 19 ex- at the Ozone disco in Quezon 
rough tie wreckage dn te plosion atthe Glorietta 2 mall City and the 2006 stampede 
Glorietta’ 2 basement for there: [^ i . їп Makati City. at the PhilSports arena in 
tanining pieced ofthe puesia, 1 Dante Jimenez, founding Pasig City. —— 

They recovered pieces of : ү а chair of the crime-watch or- — Jimenez said he was 
electrical equipment, including E ^ РА ganization, spoke with ћеїн- touched by the families’ wish 
Sicut itae cand) pump SS i AF 3 Quien after reading a report to reach out to one another as 
motor, which could confirm the 4 inyesterday's issue onthe йе- a means of coping with their 
PNP findings 1 a f Bj sire of the bereaved families loss. 

But the submersible pump it- ү to meet one another, share “I understand that they are 
self-described as “material” to à FG à experiences, and possibly de- still [in] shock, and that a 
eoo sey wor how te E Eis E. i -4 cide on future action. sense of normalcy has not yet 
sare had gniico-cremáined at ea? Е " "The VACC is willing to of- been restored in their lives,” 
Wie sie us Of late yesterday af ў dab. ot А fer its moral support and le- he said, adding: А 
ternoon, said Director Geary 7 1 A j Ug gal services to the victims’ ^ "What is important is that 
Pars. chis of the National a йы $ "i 21 families,” Jimenez said in а if they decide to file a com- 
Capital Region Police Office sh 18 so zo phone interview. “We willor- plaint against anyone, we 
(NCRPO). 1 И < [А mud ganize them and offer our willbeableto give their com- 

imas tile delóng edet x Nor] Volunteer lawyers so that plaint proper direction and 
days before all the equipment 1 1 (Ap : к wala na sila iintindihin (they we will see it through. 
and debris relevant to the probe "eio 
are retrieved, Barias told re- » ij 3 The NCRPO's Barias said police equipment that were brought 
porters by phone. kon В investigators were also brushing outside for examination. 

As of yesterday, members of > ч, up оп the law оп “obligations and Jaudian refused to be inter- 
the Multi-Agency Investigative L EM SET j contracts” and “torts” forthe filing viewed. 

Task Force looking into the ex- | А i ofthe charges, Вапав said the process was 
plosion had recovered four cir- fp Barias had earlier said police taking longer than anticipated 
cuit breakers, he said. were studying the contract be- because field men were needed 

Also recovered was a “cen- е tween ALI and the Makati Su- to fix chains on the beams and 
trifugal pump motor for water r 3 permarket, a supposed tenant ceiling of the basement to en- 
distribution and for switch ЫШ E attheGloreta2basement, sure stability amid fears that the 
boards,” said Supt. Gilbert K " He said police were looking first floor could collapse at any 
Cruz, the Makati chief of police. 5 p. Á into the possible culpability of time. 

Cruz declined requests for an 58 other government agencies and “They have very limited 
explanation of the equipment, р ў * k regulatory bodiesin theblast, movement,” he told reporters, 
or its significance. TM ARE rd x adding that the area remained 

Barias, however, made clear Жо ny h 7 Starting in themorning аан 
that the equipment was not the А oe Л Members ofthe Multi-Agency Police said that a week before 
submersible pump that the task Bt b Investigative Task Force led by the explosion, a pump of the 
force had set out to recover. а es Supt. Fennimore Jaudian en- sewage system in the Glorietta 

Earlier, he had said the sub- gen mm M: ет E Ў tered the Glorietta 2 basement 2 basement had malfunctioned, 
mersible pump located in the WORKERS retrieve the submersible pump from the Glorietta 2 blast site which could yield clues to what 2: 10 a.m. yesterday and began causing flooding. 
basement might have had some- sparked the explosion on Oct. 19. cownaxcarmas 50 recover pieces of electrical Тһеу said that a day before 
thing to do with the buildup of the explosion, maintenance 
methane gas that was believed 5 personnel tried to use а sub- 
to have caused the blast. А5 BALE TER И ja] mersible pump to siphon off 


di Т i зн as » 4, №, ‘sewage water from the area. 
Making findings official Ж Au nC ДЕ: os ЖЫ i 8 


Enmita reiterated оп Thurs- 
day that the PNP had investigat- 
ed the explosion with the help 
of foreign experts: “This was 
done with the help of the Aus- 
tralian Federal Police, the Is- 
raeli bomb experts, and even 
the US Federal Bureau of Inves- 
tigation.” Barias said the delay in the 
He said PNP Director General 8 ^ recovery of the pump was not 
Avelino Razon would soon hold а i the fault of ALL 
news conference to “make official à "The delay is more for safety 


the findings of these experts." reasons. We want to make sure the 


“[This is] for the Filipino peo- area is structurally safe,” he said. 
ple to understand how [investi- 


gators] came about with such a ; 1 2 percent of revenues 
finding,” he added. 1 1 Based on 2006 data, Gloriet- 
Chief Supt. Luizo Ticman, T ta 2 accounts for roughly 2 per- 
head of the Multi-Agency Inves- 1 ў cent, ог P123 million, of total 
tigative Task Force, yesterday iilii" E 7 full-year revenues of the Glori- 
said the PNP was now studying ie etta complex. 
laws on negligence in prepara- ndi: The damage to Glorietta 2 
Чоп for the filing of charges f has affected some 100 tenants, 
against those responsible for representing 10 percent of the 
the explosion. total 1,000 tenants in the shop- 
He said police were also ping complex. 
studying building codes to see if АШз mall operations—con- 
the mall administrators or ten- sisting of Glorietta, Greenbelt 
ants had violated any of these 5 and other Ayala-owned shopping 
regulations. ie З > ‘malls—account for 17 percent of 
"We are studying all applica- 3 — the property firm's total annual 
ble laws pertinent to this inci- revenues, With а report from 
dent," Ticman said. Prayers, candles and flowers are offered for the victims of the Glorietta 2 blast in the makeshift prayer room at ground zero,  sownsacasvas Elizabeth Sanchez-Lacson 


Doing a Garci, Lintang Bedol vanishes without trace in Cotabato 


From page Al Based on the wife's account, Around 50 men compose ће т^ ИШ expressed doubts that the AR- Controversy had dogged 
Bedol returned home after re- hunting party, he said. MM police were having a hard Bedol at some stages of his ca- 
there,” Kasuyo said. porting for work that day, Ka- д Е time tracking down Bedol in reer as а Comelec officer for 
‘The Commission on Elections suyo said. Now officially a fugitive Maguindanao, given the police more than a decade. 
(Comelec) ordered the arrest of “But the following day, she But Goltiao also offered a resources in the region. His name also cropped up in 
Bedol on Oct. 23 after rejecting said that he left again with a theory that Bedol was no longer i “[don’tbuy that If the police the supposed wiretapped con- 
his appeal to reverse a previous group of men in military uni- іп the ARMM. are unable to find him then he  versations between President 
Comelec verdict finding him form. Since then, he has been “If he is here [in ARMM], we 5 must be under the protective Macapagal-Arroyo and retired 
guilty of indirect contempt and missing and she already lost would have found him already.” custody of his political patrons Election Commissioner Virgilio 
sentencing him to up to six contact with him,” he said. he said. in Maguindanao,” De Lima Garcillano dealing with alleged 
months in jail Kasuyo said Kadigia told him But Goltiao believes Bedol is f said. rigging of the results of the 
‘The Comelec set Bedol free in she did not know where her still in the country. De Lima said that this had 2004 presidential election. 
August on a P15,000 bail while husband had gone. “His bail does not have any Жж, ў been the same old story used Оп that tape, a woman who 
his case was on appeal. "She said she is worried now effect anymore. He is now in ` ever since Bedol was sum- sounded like Ms Arroyo was 
The contempt case arose because he never did that[be- olation of various laws, a fugi- moned by the Comelec to ex- heard expressing concern that 
from Bedol's failure to heed fore]. Usually, he tells her of his tive from the law,” acting Com- plain the loss of important elec- she was losing in Cotabato. 
Comelec summons to appear whereabouts,” Kasuyo said. elec Chair Resurreccion Borra tion documents in Maguin- The man who sounded like 
during hearings on missing said yesterday. danao during the May polls. Garcillano replied: “I have al- 
election documents deemed to Search party The Comelec ordered ready talked with Attorney 
be decisive in determining the Kasuyo said he asked Kadigia Bedol's arrest after the Goltiao. Name on tape Bedol.” 
results of the senatorial races in to convince her husband to sur- Supreme Court rejected his pe- Pt The police then claimed that Тһе trio —Ms Arroyo, Garcil- 
the May 13 polls. render before things turn from tition for a temporary restrain- De Lima's doubts Bedol could not be located and lano and Bedol—denied com- 
m bad to worst. ing order against the poll “We'll need to discuss the yethewasseenatthe provincial mittingany fraud. 
Wife's story Goltiao said he had formed a body's order to jail him. matter en banc and decide col- capitol by many witnesses, in- Garcillano disappeared for 
Kasuyo said that according to task force composed of his re- Borra did not say whatspecif. legiallyon the matter. This isa cluding her, De Lima said. five months їп 2005 after the 
Bedol's wife, the poll executive gion's intelligence group, the ic action the Comelec would lawenforcementissuenowand "Why cant they enforce the “Hello Garci” scandal burst into 
reported to his office in Shariff Regional Mobile Group (RMG) take now that Bedol seemed to I don't want to preempt the de- warrant of arrest? They can the front pages. When he reap- 
Aguakon Oct, 19—thesameday and the Criminal Investigation have evaded arrest. cision of the Comelec en banc,” very well locate him if they ex- peared near Cotabato City, Gar- 
Maguindanao officials said they апд Detection Group ICING) tu the poll body would Borra said ert their best effort to do so,” 
had ng seen him since May look for Г want for the offieial report {тот Election lawyer Leila de Lima said De Lima, 


By this time, police theorized, 
the area had been flooded with 
methane gas. They said a spark 
from the submersible pump, 
other motor pumps and auto- 
matic switches in the basement 
could have ignited the accumu- 
lated methane and caused ће 
explosion. 


«Шапо said threats on his life 
D forced him to disappear. 
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Now, it’s little Nena seeking protection of amparo 


From page Al 


logical and emotional scars in- 
flicted by them even in adult- 
hood,” he said. 

The KMP expressed hope that 
cases of abductions and killings 
of leftist activists would be 
stopped with the Supreme 
Court's issuance of writs of am- 
paro (the Spanish word for 
“protection”). 

The rules governing the writ 
took effect late lest month. 
Since then, the Supreme Court. 
has issued such writs in re- 
sponse to petitions filed by an 
urban poor leader, the mothers 
of two missing students of the 
University of the Philippines, 
and two farmer-brothers. 

‘The writ of amparo requires 
the state to protect a person 
whose rights to life, liberty and 
security are threatened. Re- 
spondents are not allowed го 
simply deny the accusations 
made against them, and are 
obliged to take action to solve 
the problem. 


78th IB 

In a statement, KMP-Cebu 
chair Nick Abasolo said he, 
along with Nena’s aunt Liza 
Baldespifiosa and human rights 
lawyer Poch Cinco, was able to 
retrieve the girl from the head- 
quarters of the Army's 78th In- 
fantry Battalion. 

“But she was heavily trauma- 
tized and shows signs of brain- 
washing. We are now helping 
her and her family to cope with 
this situation and to hold ac- 
countable those responsible,” 
Abasolo said. 

According to the peasant 
leader, the soldiers subjected 
the girl to intense questioning 
for several days. 

“A child should never have 
undergone such an ordeal. But 
the military is indiscriminate on 
who they will terrorize next. It 
does not matter if it is a child, a 
woman, the elderly; even the 
mentally incapacitated suffer in 
their hands,” he said. 


couple, 


paro. 


identified 


ple. 


days. 


brought to their detachment in 
Barangay Gaang. 

Meanwhile, the lack of wit- 
nesses is hindering an elderly 


daughter was purportedly ab- 
ducted by Army soldiers on May 
11, from seeking a writ of am- 


In an interview with the IN- 
ошак, Roberto and Cristeta 
Fernandez 
City appealed to the govern- 
ment, particularly the military, 
and the public to help locate 
their daughter Juliet 

“Please show her to us so that 
we may know what has hap- 
pened to her, so that we won't 
be worried,” Roberto said. 

Juliet Fernandez and her 
partner Manuel Pajarito, both 
activists, were reportedly ab- 
ducted by Army soldiers in Sitio. 
Caman-ilao, Barangay Nabong, 
Pinabacdao, Samar. 

Roberto and Cristeta are un- 
able to petition for a writ of am- 
paro because witnesses to the 
abduction are afraid to testify. 
Witnesses’ 
in the application for the is- 
suance of the writ. 

A third activist abducted, 


aged to escape and told the 
rights group Karapatan-Eastern 
Visayas that the three of them 
were detained and tortured at 
the camp of the Army's 62nd In- 
fantry Battalion. 

But before he could submit a 
sworn statement, Jepoy again 
disappeared and cannot be lo- 
cated, according to the militant 
women's group Gabriela, which 
is assisting the Fernandez cou- 


Quoting Jepoy, Gabriela said 
he, Juliet and Pajarito were de- 
tained in separate but adjacent 
quarters, and were interrogated 
and tortured by turns for eight 


Jepoy said he was hung by his 
bound hands for two days and 
denied food and water. 
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whose 33-year-old 


of Mandaluyong 


affidavits are needed 


only as Jepoy, man- 


her, 
me well.” 

Roberto said his 
had been involved 
work and political 
sociology student at 


pines in Manila. 


of the Philippines, 


Doubled worries Wonders 
Roberto and Cristeta Fernan- Advance greetin; 
dez said their worries about ' „тар; iid 


"Show her to us" 

Per Abasolo's account, Nena 
was on her way home from 
classes at the Mag-alwa Ele- 
mentary School in Tuburan, Ce- 
bu, on Oct. 16 when she was 
picked up by the soldiers and 


their daughter had doubled be- 
cause on Oct. 24, five days after 
they gave a radio interview, 
somebody who sounded like 
Juliet called on the cell phone. 
Recounted Roberto, 


was getting into. We 


63: "In- 


S. Korea fake degree 


From page Al 


Eight others waiting to be commissioned 
as officers were also found to have forged 
degrees from the same university, he said. 

“Their commissions have been cancelled. 
‘They have been ordered to complete obli- 
gatory military service as enlisted soldiers,” 
he said. 

South Korea recruits hundreds of college 
graduates as officers each year in addition 
to military academy graduates. 

Yonhap news agency said investigators 
flew to the Philippines on a tip-off in August 
that the officers had stayed in the country 
to secure forged college degrees through a 
broker. 

‘The scandal erupted in early July when 
government prosecutors investigated 
Dongkuk University professor Shin 
Jeong-Ah for fabricating a Yale doctorate. 


Celebrities involved, too 

Shin, 35, was arrested last month with 
her alleged lover, Byeon Yang-Kyoon, a for- 
mer top policymaker. He was charged with 
influence-peddling by allegedly abusing his 
position to help Shin further her career. 

President Roh Moo-Hyon dismissed 
Byeon and expressed embarrassment over 
the scandal, which prompted a probe into 
the academic backgrounds of thousands of 
professors and civil servants. 

In recent months dozens of celebrities 
from the cultural, entertainment and reli- 
gious worlds have either confessed to fak- 
ing their academic records or were found 
ош. 

Education experts say the tendency to 
emphasize paper qualifications rather than 
ability, combined with loose verification 
systems, tempts some Koreans to forge aca- 
demic backgrounds. 


‘Recto University’ 

The AFP report did not name the Philip- 
pine university whose degrees supposedly 
were faked. 

Philippine authorities have long vowed 
to stamp out the racket of faking school 
records and diplomas. The illegal operation 
has thrived along Recto Avenue in Manila, 
patronized mostly by jobseekers, including 
those looking for work overseas. 

Last year, the National Printing Office 
proposed specialized protective mea- 
sures—involving use of shifting multi-color 
ink technolggy, water mark and bar cod- 


ing—to eliminate all fake diplomas, tran- 
scripts, certificates and professional licens- 
es. AFP 
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since she was a journalism and 
technic University of the Philip- 


He said Juliet became a mem- 
ber of the College Editors Guild 


general of Gabriela-Youth, and 


organizer of the Amihan Na- 
tional Federation of Peasant 


the path she has cho- 
sen. We all knew the danger she 


dissuade her, but we support 


No TOMBS, JUST PHOTOS - 
Relatives light candles and offer flowers at a monument dedi 


her work among the poor,” the 
father said. 

Cristeta, a street sweeper, 
said that while she had a 
“strong feeling” that Juliet was 
alive, she was concerned that 
her daughter was being physi- 
cally harmed. 

The mother also disclosed 
that Juliet had earlier said she 
might be pregnant. 

"In her last text to me, she 
sent an advance Mother's Day 
greeting,” recalled  Cristeta. 
Mother's Day was celebrated оп 
May 13, two days after the pur- 
ported abduction. 

Roberto said that if his 
daughter had done something 
wrong, she should be brought 
to court and charged according- 
ly: "If she is guilty of something, 
let justice be served on her for 
whatever wrong she has done. 
Not like this, that she has to dis- 
appear" 

Karapatan and Gabriela con- 
ducted a fact-finding mission in 
June to look into the circum- 
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ted to desaparecidos inside the Baclaran Church compound in Parafiaque City 
on Friday. Four-year-old Erica Gacus and her family pay their respects to her grandfather, Uldarico Manog Sr., who was last seen in 1984. He 
had been suspected to be a supporter of communist rebels. 
ау? Si Inay (Mother? Where's 
Mother)? the caller said. I 
replied, ‘Sino ‘to (Who's this)?" 
Then the caller insisted, 
Nanay?” before she was cut off. 
"It sounded very much like 
and she sounded very 
frightened. She couldn't hear 


stances of the abduction and to 
look for Juliet and Pajarito in a 
number of the military camps in 
Samar. 

According to the two groups, 
the fact-finding team was able 
to speak with an officer of the 
62nd Infantry Battalion, but the 
latter could not give a certifica- 
tion that the two were in mili- 
tary custody. 

In Pinabacdao, the team was 
told by a couple how soldiers 
had berated them for briefly 
housing and feeding Juliet and 
Pajarito. The soldiers claimed 
that the two were NPA mem- 
bers. 

Children also told the team 
that they saw a military vehicle 
traversing the highway with 
Juliet and Pajarito inside. 


‘Enemies of the state’ 
Militant groups say 
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forced disappearances of left- 
ist activists have been orches- 
trated by a government that 
views them as "enemies of the 
state." 

In December 2006, the Unit- 
ed Nations General Assembly 
adopted the International Con- 
vention for the Protection of All 
Persons from Enforced Disap- 
pearance. 

The convention states that 
the widespread or systematic 
practice of forced disappear- 
ance constitutes a crime against 
humanity, and that the victims" 
families have the right to seek 
reparations and to demand the 
truth about their missing loved 
ones 

Only 14 states, the Philip- 
pines not included, have so far 
ratified the convention—six 
short of the 20 needed to en- 
force it. 
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Surprise selection 


OMETHING FUNNY HAPPENED AS MALACANANG 
% hurried to fill up the vacancy created by the retire- 
ment of Election Commissioner Mehol Sadain. Last 
Oct. 19, the Office of the President sent to the Commis- 
sion on Elections a list of nominees and asked the incum- 
bent commissioners for their comments. The list con- 
tained some prominent personalities in law and politics, 
including at least two lawyer-friends 
EDITORIAL and politicians closely identified with 
the opposition or, more precisely, the 
recently convicted and pardoned former president, 
Joseph Estrada. The request for comment was apparently 
just a formality and the list itself turned out to be a trial 
balloon. Before the commissioners could sit down to dis- 
cuss the matter and just as a public debate was getting 
started as to the relative merits of appointing this nomi- 
nee or that, Malacafiang announced its choice. It was 
none of the above, 

The surprise pick was Шап City Regional Trial Court 
Judge Moslemen Macarambon. A resumé furnished by 
Malacafiang showed that Macarambon has served as RTC 
judge for 18 years and has logged some 30 years in the 
government service, including a brief stint as an execu- 
tive assistant in the Senate Electoral Tribunal. He has a 
master's degree in law and has taught law at the Min- 
danao State University. And he won an award as One of 
the Ten Outstanding RTC Judges of 1997 from the Philip- 
pine Trial Lawyers Association. 

Former Rep. Benasing Macarambon of Lanao del Sur, 
who is not related to the judge, describes him as “a non- 
politician and basically a good and just man” who enjoys 
an “unblemished reputation.” Adel Tamano, spokesman 
of the Genuine Opposition in the last elections, says 
Macarambon is “a competent lawyer, a fair judge, a good 
family man and a decent person.” And the nominee him- 
self cites his "vast experience as a judge handling election 
cases” as a big factor in his favor. 

It would seem that while his name may not be as well- 
known as those on the Malacafiang list, Macarambon has 
what it takes to do the job as far as education, experience 
and qualifications go. Besides, having a Muslim as re- 
placement for another Muslim in the electoral body 
would help showcase equal opportunity for the minority 
in the public service. But there is a fly in the oint- 
ment—and a very poisonous one, if Sen. Panfilo Lacson is 
right. Macarambon, according to the opposition senator, 
is “a known protégé and operator" of Virgilio Garcillano, 
the former election commissioner at the center of the 
scandal involving the alleged rigging of the results of the 
2004 elections in favor of President Macapagal-Arroyo. 
And it was Garcillano who nominated him for the Com- 
elec post, Lacson said, citing two “sources.” 

Both Macarambon and Garcillano have denied this, 
with the former saying he knew Garcillano, but Garcil- 
lano might not know him, and Garcillano saying they 
barely knew each other. Lacson, however, is sticking to his 
claim and vows to block Macarambon’s confirmation in 
the Commission on Appointments. 

Lacson could, of course, be wrong, but Malacafiang 
didn’t help reassure anyone about Macarambon or the 
purity of its intention by sneaking his nomination after 
floating the names of other more prominent personali- 
Чез. And if Lacson can prove his claim, it would mean that 
the Arroyo administration is throwing away a golden op- 
portunity to reform the electoral body and repair its tat- 
tered reputation after the computerization scam, the 
“Hello Garci” scandal and the meddling of its former 
chairman, Benjamin Abalos, in the national broadband 
project. 

With Sadain’s retirement, Abalos' resignation and the 
retirement of two other commissioners early next year, 
the Comelec will have four new faces who will make up 
the majority. Whether the new commission can restore 
the people's faith in our electoral system and their trust in 
the electoral body itself will depend on the competence, 
the independence and the integrity of the new commis- 
sioners. Malacafiang should bear this in mind as it goes 
through the process of selecting its appointees. And 
Congress, through the Commission on Appointments, 
should make sure the Palace abides by this responsibility, 
starting with Macarambon’s nomination. 
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THE BASIC TASK OF SOCIAL ANALYSIS IS TO 
interpret what is happening to a society, not to 
agree or disagree with the actions taken by 
people. Only if we keep this distinction in mind 
is it possible to observe ourselves as a people, 
and to see the various ways by which we judge 
events, 

Let us take as a case in point President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo's grant of pardon to Joseph "Етар" 
Estrada soon after his conviction by the Sandi- 
ganbayan court. Critics say this is a reversal of 
the judicial process, a mockery of the law. It 
does look like that. But from an institutional 
perspective, we cannot complain too much. 
Conviction is juridical, whereas pardon is politi- 
cal. The right to pardon is a residue of the 
majesty of the sovereign, in our case the presi- 
dent representing the people, and so it is, as le- 
gal scholars have noted, typically not qualified 
by many legal restrictions, To the same class of 
powers belongs the prerogative to issue 
amnesty 

It would be a different matter if the Sandi- 
ganbayan justices had anchored their decision 
оп what was deemed politically prudent. That 
would surely have burned the legal system. To 
all intents and purposes, the Sandiganbayan 
acted as an autonomous body. Its judgment be- 
came final when, on his behalf, Erap's lawyers 
suddenly withdrew the motion for reconsider- 
ation that they had previously filed. The with- 
drawal, effectively an acceptance of the deci- 
sion, completes the legal process. It made the 
conviction of the ex-president final. That is not 
an insignificant achievement for a legal system 
that has been perennially under pressure from 
different political forces on this case. 

The grant of pardon after conviction is a po- 
litical аст. As such, it falls under the norm of le- 
gitimacy, rather than of legality. Accordingly, 
the relevant question is not so much whether 
the Erap pardon satisfies the law, but whether 
it satisfies the public. Are people willing to be 
bound by this presidential action? The venue 
for airing such question is not a court of law 
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but the court of public opinion. Even as itis ob- 
vious that the grant of pardon was driven by 
political expediency rather than by mercy, it 
does not diminish the value of the Sandigan- 
bayan decision. 

What is important in the long term is the 
conscientiousness with which our society ap- 
plies the distinction between law and politics. 
On it rests our ability to handle more complex 
and troublesome situations in the future. Par- 
allel developments are taking place in other 
spheres of our national life. Our economy is 
demonstrating а remarkable autonomy that 
accounts for its steadiness in the face of politi- 
cal crises. Our justice system is trying painfully 
to become self-directing in its own sphere, de- 
spite the overt politicization of íts prosecutori- 
al agencies. It is our political system that has 
seemed unable to insulate itself from the ef- 
fects of inherited inequalities, and to keep its 
operations from spilling into other institu- 
tions. 

Tris in the context of this reality, in the huge 
disparities between social classes, that we 
may locate the logic of Ms Arroyo's grant of 
absolute pardon to Erap. It is definitely a 
clever political move. She stands to gain more 
from it than the convict she has pardoned. 
She may indeed lose whatever remaining sup- 
port she still enjoys among the Edsa П middle 
classes, but that is a small price to pay for 
throwing the opposition in disarray and de- 
fanging its most militant segment—the mass 
followers of Erap. More than this, the pardon 
is clearly aimed at buying herself protection 
їп а future government where Erap will likely 


still command influence. 

The reality is that despite his detention and 
conviction, Erap is far from being a spent polit- 
ical force. GMA knows this. In detention, the 
ex president could continue to sponsor desta- 
bilization efforts against her. Pardoned, he 
could be persuaded not to lend his name to any 
attempt to oust her. 

‘This is political realism in a society where 
roughly 60 percent of the population remains 
under the spell of traditional political patrons 
and mass media celebrities. GMA will pass into 
political oblivion after 2010, but not Erap. He 
will be a force to reckon with, а figure to court 
for those with presidential ambitions, so long 
as the majority of our voters are rendered po- 
litically vulnerable by extreme poverty. 

Realizing its marginal role in Philippine 
elections, the middle class, the harbinger of 
modernity, has favored non-electoral modes 
for effecting transitions—people power, im- 
peachment, coups, calls for resignation, etc. It 
is this class that gave the country its two wom- 
en presidents: Cory Aquino and Gloria Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo, both of them the beneficiaries of 
people power. 

But people power is caught in a paradox, 
which limits its potency. Its spontaneous and 
unorganized character, driven by a strong 
moralism, is the source of its vitality. It is also 
its fundamental weakness. Middle class ac- 
tivism seldom leads to anything sustainable, 
like the formation of mainstream political par- 
ties. Even when, to its own surprise, 
electoral victories, as in the case of Fr. Ed 
Panlilio's successful run for Pampanga gover- 
nor, the engagement tends to stop at the polls. 
Without a party on which to anchor itself, the 
middle class espousal of modern governance is 
quickly drowned out by the pragmatics of po- 
litical patronage. No wonder, in the end, trapos 
like GMA and Erap will always find it easier to 
deal with one another, 
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A look at RP corruption from the US 


ONE OF THE BENEFITS OF TAKING A TRIP 
out of the country is that one can view what is 
going on at home from a different, wider-than- 
parochial, perspective notwithstanding the 
technology that allows for instantaneous ac- 
cess to "breaking news." I don't think the phys- 
ical distance from home is responsible for this 
perspective change, as much as the greater 
awareness of the new environment in which 
опе finds oneself and the tendency to compare 
‘what is going on there with what is going on at 
home. But, of course, one should not discount 
that physical distance, if only because it tends 
to mute the media hype and dull the sensation 
of panic and frustration exacerbated by such 
hype—resulting in a feeling akin to the ab- 
sence-makes-the-heart-grow-fonder sensa- 
tion, 

The comparison between the old (Philip- 
pine) environment and the new (in my case, 
the United States) one, I am glad to report, is 
not at all of the odious variety. In fact, one may 
even conclude that we aren't as bad off after all 
as we think we аге, If the United States, with 
its almost 200-year head start as a democracy, 
is still stumbling around, maybe we are being 
too harsh on ourselves, 

Take corruption, for instance, If the Philip- 
pines has its problems with government pro- 
{ects that bypass the bidding process or mangle 
it beyond recognition—the Cyber Education 
and NBN projects with China's ZTE are the 
most recent examples; while the GSIS eCard 
project with the Aboitizs Union Bank has been 
ongoing since 2004—the United States has 
been dogged, since 2001, by the controversy 
surrounding the projects awarded to Hallibur- 
ton and its subsidiaries like Kellog, Brown and 
Root [KBR]. (The two broke off their 44-year 
relationship just this year.) 

Remember how we gesped at the alleged 
overpricing of the NBN project—from $130 
million to $329 million, or an overprice of 153 
percent. Well, don't look now, but the alleged 
overprice involved in the Halliburton-KBR pro- 
jects makes that magnitude sound positively 
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picayune—going as high as between 1,500 
percent and 2,500 percent, and involving bil- 
lions of dollars. One whistle-blower is quoted 
as saying: “One thousand percent is common, 
and 500 percent is routine. I have never seen a 
markup less than 100 percent.” 

‘The multimillion-peso GSIS eCard project in 
the Philippines was “won” by the Aboitiz-con- 
trolled Union Bank (the Aboitizes are per- 
ceived by many to be very close to President 
Macapagal-Arroyo and the First Gentleman), 
while the alleged broker of the ZTE project, 
then Comelec Chair Benjamin Abalos, is also 
alleged to be close to the First Gentleman, That 
really sucks, doesn't it? 

Well, in the United States, there reportedly 
wasn't even the pretense of a bid where Hal- 
burton was concerned. (This situation has re- 
cently changed, but Halliburton remains very 
much the major contractor of government pro- 
jects in Iraq.) While the US government official 
whose name has been mentioned in the same 
breath as Halliburton is Vice President Dick 
Cheney, who was the CEO of Halliburton be- 
fore he ran for vice president with President 
George W. “Dubya” Bush in 2000, and who 
awarded giant contracts to Halliburton when 
he was secretary of defense under President 
George H.W. Bush. 

Let us also note that the whistle-blowers in 
the Philippine examples given above didn't fare 
too well: The accusations against Joey de Vene- 
cia ranged from the ridiculous (a receding hair- 
line) to the not-sublime-at-all (sour grapes, cor- 
ruption, lying). It was insinuated (falsely) that 
the study of economists Noel de Dios and Raul 
Fabella, which pointed ош that the costs of the 
^ 


NBN and Cyber Ed projects far exceeded the 
benefits, was paid for with PLDT money, in or- 
der to КЇЇ potential competition. With regard to 
the GSIS eCard case, the primary whistle-blow- 
er, Leonor Boado, an award-winning COA offi- 
cial, has been removed from government corpo- 
rations and reassigned to local governments; 
while the whistle-blowers from within the 0518 
like Albert Velasco and Mario Molina have been 
terminated, At the same time, the Office of the 
Ombudsman seems to be dragging its feet in its 
investigations. 

‘The whistle-blowers in the United States 
have not fared any better—actually, they seem 
to have fared worse. Bunnatine Greenhouse, а 
career government officer and principal whis 
tle-blower on the Halliburton-KBR contracts. 
was not only reassigned; she was demoted 
(ands still fighting it through the courts), Oth 
er whistle-blowers found themselves under in 
terrogation (one for 97 days in Iraq), or losing 
their jobs or contracts. Moreover, the US De. 
partment of Justice seems to be dragging its 
feet too. It has never joined so-called "qui tam 
actions brought by the whistle-blowers. (Qui 
tam is the Latin abbreviation for “Who sues on 
behalf of the King as well as for himself.” and à 
successful qui tam lawsuit entitles the plaintift 
to a reward which is based on the amount that 
the government recovers from the defen 
dans.) 

It must be noted, dear reader, that the qur 
tam statutes in the United States came about 
during Abraham Lincoln's time, when he was 
trying to stop profiteering during the recon 
struction of the South after the Civil War 
More than 140 years later, profiteering from 
reconstruction (in Iraq this time) is still going 
on. 

1з my story a case of misery loves company” 
Maybe. In any case, I point to one more simi 
larity between the United States and the 
Philippines: In Arlington, Va., signboards in 
frontoftwo houses read on one side: "Impeach 
Him." On the other side, they read: “Impeach 
both of them.” 
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IT'S TIME TO GO FOR POOL GLORY AGAIN, AS 
128 ofthe finest players on the planet clash in the 
2007 Philippines World Pool Championship 
(WPC) at the Araneta Coliseum in Quezon City, 
from today, Nov. 3, up to Sunday, Nov. 11. 

"There will be several hours of live telecasts ev- 
ery дау, simultaneously on ABS-CBN (Studio 23 
at first, and possibly also Channel 2 later) for 
matches of more interest to locals, and on ESPN 
for matches aimed at global viewers. 

‘The WPC is the flagship event of the World 
Pool-Billiards Association (WPA), the intema- 
tional governing body for pool. First staged in 
1990, it is now the most prestigious pool tourna- 
ment in the world, with a prize of $100,000 to the 
champion. 

‘Under a long-term agreement with WPA, since 
1999 the WPC tournament has been managed by 
the British company Matchroom Sport. In 2006, 
the WPC came for the first time to the Philippines, 
which Matchroom calls "the spiritual home of 
pool" The hostcountry stager is again Raya 
Sports, in partnership with the Billiards and 
Snooker Congress of the Philippines (BSCP).. 

"The three great pool powers in the world today 
are the Philippines, Taiwan and the. United 
States—in that order, in my opinion as a relative- 
ly ancient aficionado, salted no doubt by a pinch 
of national pride. 

We have the largest contingent to the 2007 WPC, 
with 15 players, led by champions Ronato Alcano 
(2006 in Manila), Alex Pagulayan (2004 in Taipei; 
2003 runner-up) and Efren “Bata” Reyes (1999 in 
Cardiff, Wales). Ten other seeded Filipinos, in al- 
phabetical order, are: Francisco “Django” Busta- 
mante (2002 runner-up), Joven Bustamante, Lee 
Van Corteza, Antonio Gabica, Ramil Gallego, Anto- 
nio Lining, Rodolfo Luat, Jeffrey de Luna (who last 
week won P1 million in the First Pacquiao 9-ball 
open), Marlon Manalo, and Dennis Orcullo. Final 
entrants are Leonardo Andam and Roberto Gomez, 
‘who won two of 10 open seats at stake in a pre-WPC 
qualifying tournament on Oct. 27-31, held at Star 
Billiards in Quezon City 


Local education alliance in ‘pintakasi 


EASTERN VISAYAS OR REGION 8 HAS CONSIS- 
tently dominated the National Achievement Tests 
for almost as long as these have been adminis- 
tered by the Department of Education. 

Just last year, 11 of the top 20 highest scoring 
schools came from Eastern Visayas, The year be- 
fore that, Eastern Visayas topped both the grade 
school and high school NAT. 

Region 8's remarkable academic achievement 
becomes even more striking given the fact that 
‘out of the 26,000 or so public elementary schools 
that took the 2005-2006 National Achievement 
‘Test for Grade 6, only a little more than 2,500 
schools managed to score 75 percent in all five 
subject areas (Le., English, Science, Math, Hekasi 
and Filipino). By the standards of the Department 
of Education, that means a litle less than 1 per- 
cent of all schools that took the test achieved 
“Mastery Level.” Eastern Visayas accounts for 586 
of those schools, or roughly 20 percent of all 
“Mastery Level” schools 

To put Region 8's achievement in the proper 
perspective, note that the NAT national average is 
currently hovering near the 60 percent mark. The 
DepEd calls this “Near Mastery” In practical 
terms, this means that the average Grade 6 
pupil—and there are about 1.8 million of them— 
can answer correctly a little more than half of the 
test questions in each subject area. 

To be sure, there are other pockets of academic 
achievement across the archipelago. For instance, 
Balatero Elementary School in Puerto Galera 
scored highest in the 2006 NAT with a 93.94 aver- 
age score, followed by—you guessed it. Sindan- 
gan Elementary School in Macrohon, Southern 
Leyte, which had an equally impressive 93.82 
norm. In fact Regions 4-A and 4-B have been 
more than holding their own these past years. 

Then there's Caraga, which has been perform- 
ing equally well. This year’s top-performing 
school for the 2007 NAT comes from this region. 


It’s World Pool time a: 
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Our toughest competitors are the Taiwanese, led 
by champions Chao Fong-Pang (1993 and 2000) 
and Wu Chia-ching (2005). Six other seeded play- 
ers are Yang Ching-shun (consistent winner in the 
Asian 9-bal circuit), Kuo Po-cheng (2005 runner- 
пр), Chang Pei-wei (2004 runner-up), Chang Jung- 
ling, Fu Che-wei, and Liu Chun-chuan. The Tai- 
wanese contingent grew to 13, as Chang Yang-mau, 
Chun Ming-hung, Ko Pin-yi, Lu Hui-Chan, and Wu 
Yu-lun all won slots in the qualifier. 

There are 12 Americans in the 2007 WPC, led 
by champions Earl Strickland (1990, 1991 and 
2002) and Johnny Archer (1992 and 1997). Other 
seeded Americans are Corey Deuel, Mike Davis, 
‘Troy Frank, Jeremy Jones, Rodney Morris, Tony 
Robles, Robb Saez, John Schmidt, Shane Van 
Boening (2007 US 9-Ball Open champion; Ronnie 
Alcano was runner-up), and Charlie Williams. 

The next most important top pool country is 
Germany, which is sending Ralf Souquet (1996 
champion, 2006 runner-up), Thorsten Hohmann 
(2003 champion), Oliver Ortmann (1995 cham- 
pion), Thomas Engert, and Harald Stolka. 

Familiar, friendly faces will be those of Mika 
Immonen of Finland (2001 champion), and Mar- 
сиз Chamat of Sweden. Mika and Marcus visit the 
Philippines often, and even know a little Tagalog. 
In 2003, Marcus had a movie role as a pool tour- 
nament competitor against Fernando Poe Jr. and 
Bata Reyes in FPJ's final film, "Pakners." 

Others who bear watching are Li He-wen of 
China (2006 semi-finalist), Netherlands’ Niels 
Feijen (who once eliminated Bata Reyes) and 
Nick van den Berg (played in the Europe vs US 
Mosconi cup), Ibrahim bin Amir (Malaysia), Tony 
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їп fact, Caraga and Region 8 are perennial top 
performers. 

Eastern Visayas, Caraga and Region 4 are not 
particularly wealthy regions, as most of you very 
well know, but somehow they have managed to 
excel. In contrast, many schools in the resource- 
laden National Capital Region only managed to 
tum in mediocre, “Low Mastery” achievement 
levels. 

Thad the chance to ask former Education Sec- 
retary Florencio “Butch” Abad about this. He 
agreed that in Region 8, both the local DepEd offi- 
cials and the teaching community have a healthy 
working relationship with the Parent Teacher 
Community Association (PCTA), the local govern- 
ment end private sector stakeholders including 
NGOS, people's organizations and corporate and 
private foundations. 

But isn't this scenario also true in other regions 
and school divisions, and maybe even more so in 
Metro Manila? What makes Region 8 a cut above 
the rest? 

I visited Tacloban City recently, primarily to at- 
tend the opening ceremonies of the Foundation 
for Worldwide People Powers Mentoring the 
Mentors session for the Tacloban City Schools Di- 
vision. But] also wanted to see if I could discover 
what was behind Region 8's winning edge. 

Our keynote speaker was Dr. Sol Matugas, 
DepEd director for Region 8. Not coincidentally, 
Dr. Matugas was ће DepEd's former regional di- 
rector for Caraga. Speaking before the principals 
and master teachers of Tacloban City, Dr. Matugas 
proceeded to outline the "secrets" of Region 8's 


gain 


Drago (Malta), Luong Chi-dung (Vietnam), Im- 
ran Majid (England), Fabio Petroni (Italy), and 
Ricky Yang (Indonesia). 

‘The complex seeding system for the WPC, based 
оп major tournaments such as the US Open, the 
Japan Open, the BSCP Philippine Open, and the 
‘Asian 9-Ball tour, leaves some slots open for compe- 
tition in a pre-WPC qualifier toumament. This year, 
over 150 players vied for 10 non-seeded slots, 
which eventually went to five Taiwanese, two Fil- 
ipinos, a Chinese, an Indonesian and a Japanese. 
(One reason for the deepness of the Taiwanese 
bench is their well-organized training. Here in the 
Philippines, schools still look down on billiards as a 
sport, and have no formal coaches for it) 

Each day for five days, two knockout qualifiers 
of at least 64 participants were held at Star Bi 
liards, on the same equipment used in the WPC: 
Brunswick tables, Simonis cloth, Aramith balls. 
Getting a slot required winning at least six cot 
secutive matches. Those unsuccessful on one day 
could try again the next day. The level of play was 
very high—even Chang Hao-ping, 1999 WPC 
runner-up, was eliminated last Wednesday! 

The 1999 WPC, which Bata Reyes won, was 
the first to have alive global telecast. Later, for his 
many triumphs in the American professional bil- 
liards circuit, Reyes was elected to the Hall of 
Fame of the Billiards Congress of America. 

Bata Reyes was the sports person admired by 
most Filipinos in the October 1999 Social Weath- 
er Survey—at 33 percent, compared to Luisito Es- 
pinosa’s 22 percent and Manny Pacquiao's 21 
percent. 

The October 1999 SWS survey also asked, 
"What sports are Filipinos good at?" and got these 
top four answers: basketball 55 percent, boxing 55 
percent, billiards 37 percent, and bowling 15 per- 
cent, All other sports scored in single digits only. 


Contact SWS: www.sws.org.ph or mahar.man- 
gahas@sws.org.ph. 


success. Or more correctly, she revealed that 
there actually was no secret success formula at 
all. According to her, all they did was to make 
academic achievement a source of pride for the 
entire community. She emphasized that turning 
їп high NAT scores was not their goal. Rather, 
their aim was to create a dynamic local alliance 
that would address the region's learning needs on 
various levels. Because the focus is on learning 
improvement, the local DepEd and the teaching 
community play a leadership role in the local ed- 
ucation alliance. 

Today, with the help of the local government 
and private corporate foundations and NGOs, Re- 
gion 8's school divisions are linked together by 
the Internet. Almost all PCTAS are active, as are 
the local school boards. Tutorial groups abound 
to help pupils and students master their learning 
competencies sooner, rather than later. On any 
given day, there is an education improvement 
project going on somewhere in the region. 

When the FWWPP launched the Education 
Revolution in 2002, our founders and trustees, 
notably Mrs. Eggie Apostol, Dr. Jose V Abueva, 
Dr. Edilberto De Jesus and Dr. Maria Lim-Ayuyao 
were already looking beyond better test scores. 
Today at long last, the issue of education reform 
has finally managed to inch its way into the fore- 
front of national consciousness. 

Dr. De Jesus stressed that every existing educa- 
tion improvement initiative is good but these are. 
not of a magnitude to make significant change. 
"The issue is really genuine, systemic education 
reform premised on consistent quality driven by 
a strong sense of community. 

The “Warays” call this “pintakasi.” We call it 
People Power. 


Butch Hernandez is the executive director of the 
Foundation for Worldwide People Power. E-mail 
‘comments to butchhernandez@gmail.com. 


Undermining the senators’ case in the ZTE deal 


TRANSPORTATION AND COMMUNICATIONS 
Secretary Leandro Mendoza dropped by the In- 
‘Quine on Oct. 24, and left behind а ream of docu- 
ments. He also unburdened himself in a way һе 
presumably couldnt in the overheated atmo- 
sphere of the Senate hearings on the national 
broadband network (NBN). 

А two-year chronology prepared by his staff 
shows government dealings in connection with 
the NBN project. It also contains, among other 
details, an account of the desperate attempts Бу 
Jose de Venecia II's Amsterdam Holdings Inc. 
(АНІ) to muscle its way into the NBN project. 

‘Accompanying documents show different as- 
pects of De Venecia's claim against various gov- 
ernment officials and what might be called the 
senators’ case against the Arroyo administration. 

1. Contrary to what the public has come to be- 
lieve, China's state-owned ZTE Corp. did not come 
out of nowhere proposing an NBN project. In fact, it 
can even be said that the government solicited the 
proposal when it asked the Chinese government for 
financial and technical support for the NBN. 

‘The NBN-ZTE deal is situated within the con- 
text of a framework agreement for economic co- 
operation that top Chinese and Philippine offi- 
cials hammered out in a two-day conference in 
Manila in June 2006 attended by, among others, 
Speaker Jose de Venecia. 

By contrast to the orderly conduct of relations 
between two governments that characterizes the 
ZTE deal, the AHI build-own-operate (BOO) pro- 
posal for an NBN—which the Commission on In- 
formation and Technology and the Department of 
‘Transportation and Communications officials in- 
sist they could not properly evaluate because the 
documents relating to AHI's capability to under- 
take the project and technical specifications were 
never completed—was like a kamikaze operation. 

The correspondence makes for almost comical 
reading. Even as the ZTE deal was in the process 
of being revised and after the contract was al- 
ready signed, AHI was still engaged in a rear- 
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guard action, arguing that it had submitted all the 
documents (the DOTC wrote back that it didn't); 
supplying Mendoza with a draft letter of endorse- 
ment for its proposal to Neda Director General 
Romulo Neri; dropping the name of the Speaker; 
and finally demanding, in hectoring tones, that 
DOTC officials evaluate its proposal. 

‘AHI did finally get an endorsement from Neri, 
echoing perfectly the wording and tone of the un- 
signed Mendoza letter—even before the DOTC 
could properly evaluate its proposal 

2. How did a project initially intended to be а 
uild-operate-transfer (BOT) initiative become a 
government-to-government undertaking? 

It is true, Mendoza said, that the President ini- 
tially wanted the NBN to be a BOT project as she 
was totally against contracting any more loans. 
However, with the improvement in the govern- 
ments fiscal situation beginning in 2006, and 
considering China's offer of a loan or loans at con- 
cessional rates, the President decided to go the 
government-to-government route. In the face of 
generous conditions (3 percent interest), Men- 
doza said, BOT would really have been the more. 
costly option. He cited the government's experi- 
ence with the Metro Rail Transit, where it has 
ended up subsidizing the very costly operations 
of a private corporation. (Now that the President 
has cancelled the 7ТЕ deal, he foresees the NBN 
project going the way of the Metro Rail Transit.) 

3. Everyone has tended to look at the loss of the 
NBN-ZTE documents shortly after their signing in 
China last April as the result of bureaucratic bum- 
bling or, worse, as the work of officials trying to 
hide some wrongdoing. 
~The report of the National Bureau offnvestiga- 


tion, which sent its own agents to China to inves- 
tigate, raises a corporate espionage angle. 

‘During its investigation, the NBI probed a possi- 
ble connection between the two Philippine trade 
officials in China who handled the documents af- 
ter the signing and Hua Wei Technologies, the tele- 
com company supposed to be AHI's China-based 
partner. Apart from finding a calling card from а 
Hua Wei employee on the person of the trade assis- 
tant, however, the NBI probers came up short. 

But the NBI report raised the question on how 
details of the contract with ZTE, which until then 
had been kept under wraps, found their way to 
Star columnist Jarius Bondoc. And in December. 
2006, ZTE dismissed from its service Dante 
Madriaga, who was working as a consultant in its 
NBN-ZTE team, on suspicion of passing informa- 
tion to AHI. 

4. The government is still duty-bound to build 
an NBN because it has to do so by law. But we are 
likely to end up with an NBN that will be more 
costly to taxpayers because, Mendoza said, at 
some point the private telecommunications com- 
panies will be asking for government subsidies. 

The senators have made much of the AHI claim 
thar its proposal does not call for any loan guar- 
antees or subsidies from the government, unlike 
ZTES, which would require a government loan. 
Maybe they are being disingenuous? The AHI 
contract calls for the government to execute an 
“executive performance undertaking,” a guaran- 
tee that would mandate all government offices to 
use АНГ service to the exclusion of other private 
carriers. This would enable AHI to collect about 
P3 billion to P4 billion a year from government, a 
subsidy however one looks at it. Needless to say, 
an AHI-NBN project would be legally challenged 
by the private telcos. 

And the Chinese? They will not necessarily 
lose from the cancellation. According to Men- 
doza, even now the private telcos are already ask- 
ing the government to help them obtain loans 
from—where else?—China. 


Teacher Tatin 


EVERYONE CALLED HER TATIN. SHE WAS A PUBLIC SCHOOL 
teacher, a public servant. 

She remained single all her life, but it was very clear that 
she loved children with great passion. She was initially as- 
signed to handle Grade 6 classes, but eventually opted to 
teach in Grade 1. She had noticed that many students 
reached higher school levels without the required reading 


skills, and she decid- 
ed that she would 
help develop а 
strong foundation 
for learning lan- 
guage skills by teach- 
ing Grade 1 pupils. 
She demanded dil 
gence from her stu- 
dents and did all she. 
could to help them 
learn. 


ter with her help. 


For most of her life, she did the work she loved most, 
teaching in her hometown in Misamis Oriental. But in June. 
2004, she reached her retirement age and applied her time 


toher family. 


Four months after her retirement, she was diagnosed with 

She immediately had an operation, after 
which she had to go through a series of chemotherapy ses- 
sions and cobalt treatment, aside from taking continuous 


breast cancer. 


medication. 


Despite her illness, she stil strived to live a normal life, 
She wanted to enjoy life and wished to see some scenic 
laces in the country. But her treatment was very expensive 
and soon her savings were depleted. 
‘Three years after she was diagnosed, the cancer cells were 
found to have spread to her vital organs. Having very litle 
‘money left and because of the trauma from the painful side 
effects of her earlier treatment, she decided not to undergo 
further medical procedures. Consequently, her health deteri- 


orated. 


Knowing how much she wanted to travel, her siblings sold 
her small property and used the money to finance her trip to 
Bohol where she visited relatives in the company of a brother. 
and a nephew. She was very happy to have made the trip, but. 
shortly after coming home, she became weak and eventually 


fellinto acoma. 


On Sept. 20, 2007 at 7:30 in the morning, surrounded by 
her family and close relatives, Tatin expired in their ancestral 


home. 


1 came to pay my last respects on the last night of her 
wake, As I entered the house, I immediately saw her white 
casket draped with the flag. As I looked down at her, I real- 
ized that she looked lovelier than I had ever seen her be- 
fore. She looked so calm and contented. I overheard some 
visitors saying that in death, her youthful beauty had re- 


turned. 


When Lasked one of her nieces why а flag was draped over 
her casket, she told me it was a standard practice to honor 
dead public school teachers. 1 found it consoling to know 
that our public school teachers are honored this way. They 
certainly deserve it after all the sacrifices they make to edu- 


cate the youth. 


That is Tatin's story. It is a very simple one, but it is power- 
fulenough to move those who knew her. She was a dedicated 
and generous tezcher, who in one way or another, has moved 
hearts, changed lives and helped prepare children for the 
challenges ahead of them. 

1 cannot let go of this chance to honor a great person. 1 
didn't know Tatin for a very long time, but the three years 
when I was acquainted with her was а wonderful blessing. In. 
her I meta sincere soul, a model teacher and a truly wonder- 
ful human being. She may have left physically, but her mem- 
ory will live and remain in the hearts of people whose lives 
she has touched. She will be forever remembered by those 
for whom she had made a difference: her friends and her for- 


mer students. 


Hers was a beautiful story. Tragic maybe, but wonderful 


nonetheless. 


Now it is my turn to weave my own beautiful story. I just 
hope that when my time comes, somebody will honor me in 


the same manner. 


Mark C. Brazil, 28, is a graduate of Xavier University-Ateneo 
de Cagayan and works to facilitate education for indigenous 


peoples. 


‘She was a devoted teacher, She went to her class on time 
and was punctual in completing her tasks. She rarely absent- 
ed herself from school and established excellent relation- 
ships with her fellow teachers. 

As a family member, Tatin helped take care of her 
nephews and nieces and supported them in their education. 
One time, she learned that one of her nephews was being 
teased because he didn't have a decent pair of shoes. She 
brought him an expensive pair. 

Тап was very generous to her needy relatives. She helped 
support a number of them through college and guided their 
careers. One of her nieces became a religious missionary sis- 


Young BLoop 
Mark С. Brazil 


We want to know what the young 
are thinking about. What are their 
thoughts on current issues? We 
welcome contributions from the 
twentysomething and below. 


IN THE News 
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ASUNCION DAVID MARAMBA'S 
column about Eduardo Quintero 
l is true. (Inquirer, 10/27/07) May 
Isay, however, that not all the del- 
1 egates received the payola, espe- 
cially the 16 delegates who voted 
“No” to the Marcos Constitution. 
Among them were my father, Jose 
P. Santillan, Cavite; Dakila Cas- 
tro, Bulacan; Jose Suarez, Pam- 
panga; Marcelo Fernan, Cebu; 
Margarito Teves, Negros Orien- 
tal; and Sedfrey Ordoñez, Pedro 
\ Yap (who became Supreme Court 
justice) and Rolando Piit. The 


Story about ‘kartero’ 


ITIS WONDERFUL TO WRITE TO 
the editor in chief of one of the 
| country’s most widely circulated 
\ and influential broadsheets, when 
"the letter is not to answer a com- 
| plaint but to thank the newspaper 
and its reporter, TJ Burgonio in 
particular, for an article on our 
outstanding postman, Floro "Pol" 
Camote. (Inquirer, 10/7/07) 

We would like to extend our 
xcerest gratitude for the gener- 
ous space the Ingumer gave the 
story of this humble and hard- 
working “kartero,” and the gen- 
wine appreciation of the thou- 
“sands of our underprivileged 
whom he serves unselfishly. 

Highlighting Camote's dedica- 
tion and love for his work makes 
the article truly inspiring. 1 am 
sure it has touched thousands of 
“other honest, hardworking and 
committed public and private 
employees who quietly do their 
‘work each day, making them feel 
proud and rewarded albeit sans 
the exposure that a publicity 
brings. 

Burgonio's article comes at a 
most auspicious time when we 
are preparing to celebrate our 
,109th anniversary (this Novem- 


— sateen Nn mee 


They also declined the payola [На 


others 1 cannot recall at the mo- 
ment because I am now here in 
San Diego and my list is in the 
Philippines. 

Don't you think these delegates 
deserve a place in our history for 
their courage and conviction? 

‘After my father voted "No" and 
appeared on TV to explain his 
vote, our family was placed under 
surveillance and he was dismissed 
from his job as legal counsel of Ili- 
gan Steel Mills, through a Letter of 
Instruction. 

By the way, another delegate 


heartens Philpost 


ber), and even as we reflect оп 
our modest gains at the Philip- 
pine Postal Corp. (Philpost) these 
last few years. Our employees’ 
morale continues to rise, and our 
fiscal health is turning around as 
well. This year we turned over to 
the National Treasury a modest 
amount of PS million as share of 
dividends. We are looking for- 
ward to a better performance in 
the next years as we implement 
new policy directions and put in 
place some aggressive programs 
that will make Philpost competi- 
tive once more. 

We have 2,200 postal stations 
and 14,000 employees nation- 
wide, Let me assure the INQUIRER 
that the article has touched our 
people in Philpost in ways that 
will surely make them more dedi- 
cated and honest, If this is what is 
being achieved by the paper's nov- 
el program of "radical optimism," 
which I hear itis strongly oromot- 
ing, let me add my cc .gratula- 
tions. The Inguinen itself has been 
an inspiration. 

—НЕСТОК В.А, VILLANUEVA, 
postmaster general and CEO, 

Philippine Postal Corp. 
Liwasang Bonifacio, Manila. 


Darab keeping case in limbo? 


LAM CRESCENCIA N. TAMACA. I 

am temporarily residing їп 
‘Tacloban City with my sister who 
is sick. I have a problem with our 
small farm in Carigara, Leyte. 

Tt is only 1,400 square meters. 
itt iš occupied and used by some- 
body without our permission, 
without any rental. We filed a 
case against him at the Depart- 
ment of Agrarian Reform-Region 
8 office in Tanghas, Tolosa, Leyte. 
We won the case. But he contin- 
ued to stay there. He appealed to 
the DAR Adjudication Board 
(Darab) in Manila, Since then, 
our lawyer has been writing 
Darab, requesting an early reso- 
lution of our case but nothing has 
happened. 

1, too, have been following up 
the case, writing Darab. But after 
getting no answer as well, on Nov. 
2, 2005, I personally went to 
Darab to personally see Fe Arche 


Manalang, officer їп charge. She 
showed me the list of cases with 
their numbers on the bulletin 
board which had been resolved, 
but ours was not among the decid- 
ed cases, I asked her about our 
case. She just told me to wait 
short time. I have been waiting 
since then, until now. 

Оп Oct. 10, 2006 I received a 
letter from Manalang informing 
us that our case has not been acted 
upon yet. We waited again. The 
case remains in limbo up to this 
time. 

t has been almost five years 
since the case started. We are wor- 
ried about it. We are getting old. 
We will have to divide the proper- 
ty among the five heirs of the late 
Patricia Tamaca, and we need to 
live there. 

—CRESCENCIA N. TAMACA, 
B-20, L-8, -2 V&G, 
Tacloban City 


| 


Мо" 
was 
Justice 
Jesus 
Barrera. 
Diosdado 
Macapagal, who was then presi- 
dent of the Constitutional Conven- 
tion, voted "Yes" and served the 
Constitution to then President Fer- 
dinand Marcos on a silver platter, 
and the rest, as we say, is history. 
—J. SANTILLAN JR., 
totoysantillan@yahoo.com 


Edsa II player 
should apologize 


‘THIS REFERS TO RAUL ALEJAN- 
drino's letter (Inquirer, 10/29/ 
07) where he admitted that he 
was among those who inflicted 
the Arroyos on our mation ín 
2001. With all due respect, 1 think 
he should consider apologizing to 
the nation for not heeding the 
plea of Justice Cecilia Muñoz Pal- 
ma to return to the constitutional 
impeachment process after that 
infamous walkout. The entire 
country now pays for his folly in 
irresponsibly making a bad situa- 
tion far, far worse. 

Because of the Edsa П unconsti- 
tutional power grab which Alejan- 
drino believed was superior to the 
11 million who had voted for 
Joseph Estrada (1 wasn't one of 
them), 80 million, all of us, are 
now suffering. 

Erap has long pardoned all 
those who have wronged him. 

А good precedent has been set. 
‘The Arroyos get charged and ar- 
rested in 2010 and convicted in 
2017 when they will have become 
septuagenarians to be considered 
for pardon. 

Nixon was pardoned without 
being even charged, and history 
has been kind to Ford, Suharto 
was placed merely under city ar- 
rest. Korea pardoned 31 grafters 
last May and its economy contin- 
ues to soar. In the end Erap, out of 
nine cases, was found guilty of but 
half of the plunder case, for 
jueteng (at worst, he should have 
been found only of coddling ille- 
gal gambling, victimizing petty 
bettors, very far from plunder) 
and for influencing a deal that 
now benefits shareholders of Belle 
Corp., which is doing very well 
Are they complaining? 

Listen to the people. When 
they voted for Loi and Jinggoy 
Estrada and Erap's choices, and 
dumped Chavit Singson, they ac- 
tually were telling the elite to lis- 
ten to the jury, the Filipino peo- 
ple. A few days ago, 30 protesters 
marched in Ayala against the par- 
don. 

Thanks for the kind reference. 

—RAXSAGUISAG, 
4045 Bigasan St, 
Palanan, Makati City 
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UNCOLLECTED garbage: a common feature of many Metro Manila streets 
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Right time to wield iron hand against garbage 


THE PROBLEM OF GARBAGE 
in the metropolis has grown so big 
that we seem to be at our wits end 
in finding ways to solve it. Indeed, 
our sanity and sense of sanitation 
seem to be going wild. 

ТУ campaigns on proper waste 
disposal may be good practice but 
they have proved ineffective. Per- 
haps its time to change strategies, 
and get beyond the usual box of 
do's and don'ts and warnings about 
fines and penalties. For instance, 
why not come up with bolder re- 


minders on TV and signboards ev- 
erywhere, while apprehending cul- 
prits "in the act"? The arrests will 
somehow get the message across 
that the authorities mean business. 

Garbage, yes, is the dirtiest— 
maybe, even the deadliest—stuff 
to handle. Those in the know make 
fortunes out of it. But as in battle- 
fields, the men up front—those 
who do the dredging and clearing 
—are the unsung heroes who de- 
serve honor equal to that given our 
soldiers now fighting in Basilan. 


Like the Abu Sayyaf, the uncollect- 
ed piles of garbage, to a certain ex- 
tent, threaten national security be- 
cause of their ill effects: flash 
floods, damage to property, dis 
eases and death. 

‘With the smell of dump/landfill 
dispute still very much in the air, 
this is the right time to wield the 
iron hand against garbage—if on- 
ly to push for a clean and greener 
Philippines. 

—LOURDES OBEN SANTOS, 
lobensan@yahoo.com 


Neri’s ‘executive privilege’ bid incriminated GMA 


ROMULO NERI MOST ELO- 
quently incriminated Gloria 
Macapagal-Arroyo in the ZTE- 
NBN scandal when he refused to 
divulge the details of their conver- 
sation on the subject. Not even the 
most gullible idiot will believe 
there is something in the plan to 
set up a glorified intercom system 
(as Sen. Mar Roxas described the 
NBN), which could be related to 
military strategy, national security 
and diplomatic concern (the justi- 
fication for Мегїз invoking execu- 
tive privilege) 

GMAs (and her very close asso- 
clates) passionate interest in 
telecommunications dates back 
to the earliest days of her presi- 
dency—when a certain Pacifico 
Marcelo was allowed to enter 
Malacafiang via a backdoor to 
meet with her and discuss the for- 
mer's franchise on telecommuni- 
cations. 

Following Marcos’ penchant for 


grandiose infrastructure projects 
that provide opportunities for 
plunder, GMAs administration has 
lined up, in addition to the ZTE- 
NBN project, the DepEd Cyber Ed- 
ucation program which will in- 
volve the deployment of thou- 
sands of delicate equipment (in- 
cluding satellite stations) in the 
far-flung regions of the country 
that direly need decent class- 
rooms and dependable electric 
power service. 

Newly designated Energy Sec- 
retary Angelo Reyes is toying with 
the idea of putting up new nuclear 
power plants (to compound our 
Bataan Nuclear Power Plant prob- 
lem) despite our governments 
lack of collective discipline and 
skills to even maintain our traffic. 
light system in Metro Manila. 

In Transportation and Commu- 
nications Secretary Leandro Men- 
doza's first appearance in the Sen- 
ate investigation of the ZTE-NBN 


scam, the audience had the rare 
opportunity of observing the men 
and women who run GMA's bu- 
reaucracy together in one room, 
under scrutiny by the Senate. The 
conflicts in their testimony were 
as apparent as their appear- 
ances—some looking like the 
bury mobsters їп Francis Ford 
Coppola's movie "The Godfather,” 
others, like the emaciated charac- 
ters in the Dracula series. 

As for Neri, he succeeded їп 
projecting himself as a wimp, den- 
igrating the National Economic 
and Development Authority 
"Which he used to head, to escape 
responsibility for the ZTE im- 
broglio. It is appalling to contem- 
plate that the characters now un- 
der scrutiny by the Senate run the 
affairs ofthe nation. 

—Е. B DAKANAYJR., 

43 Baltazar St, 

Philamlife Village, Pamplona, 
‘Las Pifias City 
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BACKTO 
PEACE AND 
QUIET OF 
CEMETERY 
With All Saints Day 
and All Souls Day 
over, people living 
inside cemeteries 
have reclaimed 
their living spaces 


Cemetery on Friday. 


RONIAMORA 


Old Pinoy ingenuity, faith .. 


From page Al 


the race’s Challenge class, edging out cars 
from France, Canada, Chile and one of two 
entries from the host country. 

“When we reached the finish line, it was 
ап ecstatic experience. We traded lots of 
shirts with other teams ... I's really a good 
community and we're really fortunate we 
got to meet them," said team member Mar- 
tin Sy-Quia. 

Assembled from a group of engineering 
professors, graduates and students of De La 
Salle University-Manila, Team Sinag shone 
brightly, finishing the grueling race from 
Darwin to Adelaide (a north to south tra- 
verse) in six days, a day ahead of the dead- 
line. 

The team members started on Oct. 21 in 
Darwin and did nine-hour, nonstop daily 
runs until they reached Adelaide on Oct. 
27, They drove at an average 60 kilometers 
per hour, the determined ideal speed for 
Sinag, the Philippines first solar race car. At 
this rate, its charge could be maximized for 
the day’s required mileage. 


Manual calculations 

“all the other teams used software to-cal- 
culate their set speed, but in our case, we 
had four guys sitting in a car, two laptops, a 
calculator,” said Robert Obiles, overall stu- 
dent leader. 

“We manually calculated our velocity, 
speed and next set point distance every, say, 
five minutes. And that’s from 8 a.m. to 5 
pm." 

Tt was necessary to compute the speed 
against the cars remaining charge to en- 
sure that it һай enough power to end the 
day's run, he added. 

‘And while Team Sinag was two full days 
behind the winner, four-time champion 
Nuon Solar Team of the Netherlands and its 
car Nuna 4, the Filipinos managed to finish 
11th out of 20 teams. 

This was beyond the Filipino team's ex- 
pectations as Sinags class included con- 
tenders from the United Kingdom, the Unit- 
ed States, Wales, Taiwan and Senegal. 

"These young adventurers have gone 
where no Filipino has gone before. Theyve 
bested high-tech competitors from around 
the world to finish the race a day ahead of 
schedule at 11th place, an overwhelming 
cause for celebration and pride,” said DLSU 
Chancellor Carmelita Quebengeo, who 
considered Sinag's victory "tops" over La 
Salles recent victory in the collegiate bas- 
ketball championshi 


Built from scratch 

Backed by a cooperation of government 
and the private sector (automotive, trans- 
port and power companies), Team Sinag 
unveiled the country's first solar race car in 


January, some eight months since it was 
built from scratch. 

It is said to be a record time in solar car 
construction, since most members of the 
team had never designed a car before. 

"The top cars used space-grade solar 
panels which have very powerful cells 
"while we used terrestrial cells for commer- 
cial use, although they were still highly effi 
cient,” said Jac Catalan, assistant project 
leader. 

With the help of experienced consul- 
tants, Sinag’s engineers manually designed 
the vehicle using available solar technology 
in the country, creating a car with a “sleek 
monocoque shell" that can run up to 110 
kph. 

‘A monocoque is a metal structure, such 
as an aircraft, in which the skin absorbs all 
ог most of the stresses to which the body is 
subjected 


Handmade 

“They were basically impressed by the 
car... When we arrived at the raceway, ће 
scrutineer (car inspector) told us we were 
among the most prepared teams. We com- 
pleted the-scrutineering (pre-race check) 


vand the scrutineer was impressed with how 


prepared we were in terms of safety,” 
Obiles said. 

“One of them (participants) told us that 
for something handmade— they're used to 
computer-designed machines—Sinag's fin- 
ish was very fine,” said Sy-Quia 

Each race day posed a different chal- 
lenge for the team. Besides contending 
with the technical requirements of power- 
ing a solar car and making the daily dead- 
line, the team had to endure camping in the 
Australian outback. 

"We woke up at 6 a.m., then everyone 
rushed to set up the solar panel because the 
sun was already rising. We installed the 
panel then charged the batteries. Then at 
exactly 8 a.m, we had to go or lose precious 
minutes,” Catalan said. 

“Then we spent the entire day chasing 
the deadline. We checked at the control 
stops—there were seven of them along the 
entire route. Ar the end of the day, the chal- 
lenge was to calculate the speed and stop at 
the right campsite,” he said. 


Camp quarantine 

On good days, the team found ideal 
camping spots. On bad days, there would 
be tire blowups and they would have to set 
up camp right there and then. 

"Once we stopped at a place which was 
not exactly a campsite. It was previously a 
quarantine center that had long been shut. 
We set up there, turned on our lights using 
the generator... and all the insects of Aus- 
tralia were there,” Catalan said, laughing at 


the recollection. 


“We were just at the side of the road, 
there were a lot of flies and a lot of moths 
and we had to cook where we were,” Obiles 
said. 

It was also very cold. "Since it's far south, 
its cold. We had to gather firewood and 
make a fire," he added. 


Culinary challenges 

Sy-Quia, who was responsible for 
preparing breakfast, lunch and dinner for 
the team, had his own challenges to hurdle 
while on the road in Australia. 

‘Once I woke up at 4 a.m. to cook rice. It 
was so cold I couldn't move my fingers. I 
had to warm my hands over a fire," Sy-Quia 
said, eliciting laughter from his teammates. 

"One night, I made beef salpicao, 1 mari- 
nated it in the camper while it was running 
at topspeed. It’s hard [to prepare food] ina 
moving kitchen, [because] you could hit 
your head," he quipped 

And then there were car problems like 
when the team had to deal with a wheel 
alignment problem and tire blowups that 
seemed to occur too frequently. 

“It was really a heartbreaker every time 
the chase car would tell us there were 
patches in the tire. That meant we had to 
stop and change the tire... which would ru- 
їп our strategy because we would lose a lot 
of miles per day,” said Mico Villena, me- 
chanical team leader. 

Sinags weight, a hefty 295 kilos, also 
slowed the car down and expended more 
energy. The competing teams’ advanced 
cars weighed 150 to 160 kilos because it 
used ultra lightweight yet sturdy materials, 
maximizing their solar charge while run- 
ning at higher speeds. 


New, improved solar car? 

Said Rene Fernandez, Team Sinag’s over- 
all technical team leader: “The car's weight 
was really a drawback. Given the short time 
we were supposed to build the car, we had 
no time to scout for lighter materials. And 
the shape was not very aerodynamic ei- 
ther” 

Is there a new and improved solar car al- 
ready at the drawing board? 

“Putting together a team and building a 
car is expensive. But in this race, we 
learned a lot, and we are now confident 
that we can compete with [more advanced] 
teams,” said Fernandez. 

Started in 1987, the biennial WSC in 
Australia brings together at least 20 
countries from around the world for a 
cross-country race of solar-powered cars. 
The Philippines entered the race for the 
first time this year, competing against 
teams from the United States, the United 
Kingdom, France, Australia, Chile, Bel- 
gium, Canada, Senegal, Wales and Tai- 
wan. 


^ AMAZING 

A том; 

Й Members of the 
Sinag Team trade 


placers, the Nuon 
Solar team of the 
Netherlands, who 
are fans of the all 
Filipino solar car. 
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Scientists engineer 
‘mighty mice’ as strong 
as Lance Armstrong? 


WASHINGTON—US RE- 
searchers have engineered a 
line of "mighty mice" whose 
human equivalent would 
have similar abilities to cy- 
ding champion Lance Arm- 
strong, according to research 
published on Thursday. 

The breed of mice сап run 6 
Kilometers at a speed of 20 
meters per minute for up to 
six hours without stopping, 
according to Richard Hanson, 
a biochemistry professor at 
Case Western Reserve Univer- 
sity in Cleveland, Ohio. 


mice, over the past five years 
as part of a project aimed at 
unlocking the metabolic and 
physiological function of 
PEPCK-C in muscles and tis- 
sues. 


Special breed 

The key to the unusual 
traits of the special breed of 
mice is the over-expression of 
the gene that influence pro- 
duction of the enzyme 
PEPCK-C (phosphoenolypyru- 
vate carboxykinases), accord- 
ing to Hanson. 

The transgenic mice are de- 
scended from six "founder 
lines" that "contain a chimeric 
gene in which a copy of the 
DNA for PEPCK-C was linked 
to the skeletal actin gene pro- 
moter,” the research said. 


Fat power 

"They аге metabolically 
similar to Lance Armstrong 
biking up the Pyrenees; they 
utilize mainly fatty acids for 
energy and produce very little 
lactic acid,” said Hanson, the 
senior author of the article 
which was published in the 
Journal of Biological Chem- 
istry. 

The genetically engineered 
mice remain slim and fit even 
if they can eat 60 percent 
more than wild mice in a con- 
trol group. 


Longer life 

The mighty mice also live 
longer, and some females 
were able to reproduce much 
later in life than other mice. 

The researchers said some 
of the mighty mice “have had 
offspring at 2.5 years of age, 
an amazing feat considering 
most mice do not reproduce 
after they are one year old.” 


Skeletal muscle 

The resulting mice showed 
different levels of PEPCK-C in 
their muscles, but one partic- 
ularly active group had levels 
of PEPCK-C activity of nine 
units per gram of skeletal 
muscle, compared to just 0.08 
units per gram in the muscles 
of control mice. 

“From a very early age, the 
PEPCK-C mice ran continu- 
ously in their cages,” said 
Parvin Hakimi, a researcher in 
the Hanson lab. 


Carbo fuel 

The mighty mice primarily 
relied on “fatty acids as a 
source of energy during exer- 
cise, while the control ani- 
mals rapidly switched from 
fatty acid metabolism to using 
muscle glycogen (carbohy- 
rates) as a fuel; this dramati- 
cally raised the blood lactate 
levels,” the research said. 

‘The PEPCK-C enzyme was 
first discovered at the medical 
school of Case Western Re- 
serve University in 1955, the 
study authorssaid. АРР, 


More aggressive 

Hanson said the strength of 
the mighty mice was made 
possible by the fact that they 
produced very litle lactic 
acid, which formed during in- 
tense exercise. 

Scientists bred 500 of the 
mice, which also showed 
more aggression than other 


World’s wackiest 


experiments revealed: : 


Elephant on LSD 


From page Al signed up for the experi 
ment. Despite all the impedi- 
ments to sleeping, an elec- 
troencephalogram (ЕЕС) 
monitor of their brain 
showed all fell asleep within 
12minutes. 


Stoned jumbo 
* Elephant on acid. In 
1962, US researchers, curi- 


New Scientist reports. 

Here is a selection from the 
Тор Ten, appearing in this 
Saturday's issue of the British 
science magazine: 


Turkeys... 

e Turkey turn-ons. 
Pennsylvania State Univer- 
sitys Martin Schein and 
Edgar Hale discovered that 
male turkeys, when placed 
in a room with a lifelike 
model of a female turkey, 
mated with the surrogate as 
eagerly as they would the re- 
al thing. 

Schein and Hale experi- 
mented to see what was the 
minimum sexual stimulus, 
gradually removing parts 
from the model one by one 
until the male bird finally lost 
interest. 

“Tail, feet and 
wings—Schein and Hale re- 
moved them all, but still the 
clueless bird waddled up to 
the model, let out ап 
amorous gobble and tried to 
do his thing,” says writer Alex 
Boese for New Scientist. 

“Finally, only a head on a 
stick remained. The male 
turkey was still keen. In fact, 
it preferred a head on a stick 
to a headless body" 


Wide awake 

е Eyes wide open. In 
1960, University of Edin- 
burgh sleep researcher Ian 
Oswald wondered if it was 
possible to sleep with one’s 
eyes open. He got volunteers 
to lie down on a couch, 
taped their eyes open, 
placed a bank of flashing 
lights in front of them, at- 
tached electrodes to their 
legs to deliver painful shocks 
and blasted loud music into 
their ears. 

Three plucky volunteers 


with LSD, fired into a tusker a 
syüngefull of the drug, 
about 3,000 times the maxi- 


ing. 
The elephant trumpeted 


died within an hour, despite 
attempts to revive it with an- 
ti-psychotic drugs. 

“It appears that the ele- 
phant is highly sensitive to 
the effects of LSD," the re- 
searchers sheepishly соп- 
cluded, in a paper published 
by the August journal Sci- 
ence, 


Dr. Lazarus 

* Reversing death: Seek- 
ing to restore life to the de- 
ceased, Robert Cornish, a 
University of California scien- 
tist in the 1930s, seesawed 
corpses bodies up and down 
to circulate the blood while 
injecting adrenalin and anti- 
coagulants. 

Forced off the campus for 
his controversial experi- 
ments, Cornish continued at 
home, building a lab that in- 
cluded a heart-lung machine 
built out of a vacuum cleaner 
and radiator tubing. 

‘Thomas McMonigle, a pris- 
опег on death row, volun- 
teered to be Cornish's guinea 
pig, but was turned down by 
the State of California, which 
worried that if McMonigle 
came back to life, he would 
have to be freed. AFP 
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Amerasians still hope 
for US recognition 


v By Vicente S. Labro 


Tacloban бу 


BANDONED CHILDREN OF AMERICAN 
soldiers who served in Leyte and Samar 
during the Liberation campaign in 1944 are. 
still hoping that the US government will 
eventually look into their plight as most of 
them are already old, sickly and poor. 
Albert Proctor, 61, who heads the World 
War II Leyte Gulf Landing Amerasians Or- 
ganization, said the US Embassy in the 


THEIR FATHERS did Philippines missed the point when it told 
notarriveduringthe them to apply for US citizenship. The group 
Soth Leyte Landings had earlier sent a petition asking for recog- 
golden anniversary nition as children of US soldiers who fought 


during the war. 


celebration on Oct. 
“What we need is not [US] citizenship ... 


20, 1994, but still the 


Amerasiansjoined (but] the [US government's] moral and so- 

theparade and other cial obligation to us as children of [its] sol- 

activities. diers in WWII,” Proctor emphasized. 
contneureomoro Most of its members, he said, could not 


seek US citizenship because they lacked 
some requirements, such as birth certifi- 
cates signed by their fathers and the mar- 
riage contracts of their parents. 

What they need is whatever aid that can 
be extended to them, including medicines 
and clothing, he added. 

While some abandoned children have 
been successful in their lives, most are very 
poor, Proctor said. 


Discrimination 

‘They have suffered discrimination and 
have been deprived of the rights and bene- 
fits due them since birth, he said. 

Proctor recalled that he was among those 
who were helped by an organization called 
the Philippine-American Guardians Associ- 
ation, which provided P7 a month for their 
elementary education and P15 for sec- 
ondary education. 

But the assistance was discontinued for 
unknown reason while he was a sophomore 
in high school, he said. He was, however, 
able to continue his studies through his 
mother's support. 

Proctor graduated from college because 
he joined the Armed Forces of the Philip- 
pines and continued his studies during his 
free time. 

A Scout Ranger, he retired after more 
than 20 years of military service. He now 
works in a security agency in Tacloban. He 
married and has seven children. 

Proctor said many in his group were poor 
and sickly, and were having a hard time 
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H's time everyone flies, 


THESE abandoned children of US soldiers of World War Il are seeking assistance from the US 
government especially now that they are old and sickly. In photo are (from left) Esmeralda 
Ignacio Ingram, Valeriana Cabral Cabias, Jorge Monte Revelly Jr. and Albert B. Proctor, the 
president of the World War II Leyte Gulf Landing Amerasians Organization, which has 31 core 


members in Samar and Leyte, 


raising their families, including putting 
their children in school. 

“What we are appealing is that we be giv- 
en whatever aid is available,” he said. “This 
is their obligation because our fathers were 
their soldiers in World War П, during the 
Leyte Landings (on Oct. 20, 1944)." 


Decent people 

Unlike American soldiers who go to 
Olongapo City for rest and recreation, their 
fathers were in Samar and Leyte in 1944 to 
fight a war, Proctor said. It was during that 
time that his father, a black American, fell 
in love with his Filipino mother and they 
lived together briefly until his unit had to 
move out, he said. 

People like his parents and their off- 
spring are “decent people who were victims 


эмо 


of the cruel war,” he said. 

Late last year, about 40 Amerasians in 
Eastern Visayas sought the help of the Com- 
mission on Human Rights. The agency 
“strongly” endorsed their petition to the US 
Embassy in Manila, saying it recognizes the 
abandoned children's "basic human rights to 
live decent lives and to have full identities." 

But in a letter on Aug. 9, US Consul Gre- 
gory Bernsteen responded only by inform- 
ing the CHR of the procedure needed in ap- 
plying for American citizenship by Philip- 
pine-born children of US citizens. The letter 
erroneously stated that the Amerasians 
were "sons and daughters of Filipino World 
War П veterans." 

‘Their fathers were young American sol- 
diers who were most likely natural-born US 
citizens, Proctor said. 


No plastic bags, please, 
in Sta. Barbara, Iloilo 


By Nestor P. Burgos Jr 
Sta. Barbara, Iloilo 


VEGETABLE VENDOR ROSARIO LUCINIO 
discreetly placed the plastic bags away from 
the table filled with all kinds of vegetables. 

“Į don't want my customers to see and use 
them,” she explained. She instead placed old 
newspapers and banana leaves beside the 
eggplants, onions, tomatoes and potatoes. 

"We are minimizing the use of plastic 
bags," said Lucinio, 47, who has been selling 
vegetables at a stall inside the Santa Barbara 
public market in Iloilo for the past two years. 

She gamely explained why she was sup- 
porting a proposed municipal ordinance 
regulating the use of plastic bags in the mar- 
ket and other commercial establishments. 

“I learned when I was in school that plas- 
tics cause pollution. They clog our sewers 
and rivers and also harm us when we burn 
them,” she said. 

The measure is on its third and final 
reading before the municipal council and is 
expected to be passed by next month. Santa 
Barbara, however, is already on a two-week 
test run in its implementation. 

‘The proposed law aims to regulate the 
use or sale of plastic bags as packing or bag- 
ging materials and to institutionalize the 
use of biodegradable containers within the 
municipality. 

It stresses the dangers of the continued 
proliferation of plastic bags, including the 
clogging up of sewerage systems, death of 
land and marine animals that mistakenly in- 
gest plastics or become entangled in plastic 
‘bags, and the contamination of the food chain 
when polyethylene, the main plastic compo- 
nent, breaks down and seeps into the зой. 


Biodegradable 

Vendors—even those selling fresh meat, 
fish, fruits and vegetables—and commercial 
establishments will be required to use pre- 
scribed packing and bagging materials, such 
as those made from paper, cloth and buri, 
nonplastic sacks, sturdy reusable shopping 
bags or other biodegradable containers. 

Consumers will only be allowed to use or 
carry plastic bags and reusable ones tagged 
by market administrators. Shoppers and 
market customers will be required to bring 
the prescribed shopping bags or containers. 

The only exemption will be products like 
ice, ice candy, "ice water,” sugar, salt, coffee 
and milk. 

Glenn Beup, municipal administrator 
and environment officer, said the proposed 
ordinance was the town’s response to ef- 
forts in other countries, cities and towns to 
reduce use of plastic bags. 

Countries which have launched cam- 
paigns or enacted laws against the use of 
plastic bags include Ireland, South Africa, 
India and some states in the United States. 

Sta. Barbara (pop.: 60,000), 16 kilometers 
northwest of lloilo City, generates 10 sacks of 
plastic waste daily, according to Beup. Its 
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market also serves residents of Ilolo City and 
the neighboring towns of Janiuay, Cabatuan, 
New Lucena, Pavia and San Miguel. 

Several years ago, Sta. Barbara has im- 
plemented waste segregation and recy- 
cling, but 80 percent of all recyclable waste 
were made of plastic. 

Beup said the measure also aimed to boost 
the market for woven and other native bas- 
kets and cut the vendors’ expenses оп packag- 
ing materials. Woven baskets are sold at P35- 
Р50 each at the main entrance of the market. 

Lucinio spends P30 per day for plastic bags, 
which she gives for free to her customers. "We. 
can surely save if we just use old newspapers or 
if our customers bring their own plastic bags.” 

For the past two weeks, every Tuesday 
and Friday, the town's market day, munici- 
pal employees have been monitoring the 
trial implementation of the ordinance. 

Since July, the municipality has been con- 
ducting an information campaign in the 
market and in elementary and high schools. 

Radan Ferolin, who mans a desk at the 
main entrance, uses a megaphone to urge 
buyers to bring their own containers or 
plastic bags. He also explains why the pro- 
posed ordinance must be passed. 

Another “enforcer” stamps and signs the. 
plastic bags brought by the residents so 
these can be identified when reused. 

"We have a long way to go but some are 
slowly bringing their own containers or 
reusable plastic bags," said Ferolin. 


Fines 

No penalty is imposed during the dry run. 
but violators will face fines when the ordi- 
nance takes effect. 

Offending vendors and commercial es- 
tablishments will be fined P1,000 for the 
first offense, P2,000 for the second, and 
P2,500 for the third and suspension of busi- 
ness permits for three months. 

Habitual offenders face cancellation and 
nonrenewal of business permits. 

Consumers and customers who use non- 
prescribed plastic bags will be fined P1,000 
for the first offense, P2,000 for the second, 
and P2,500 for the third. 

Those who cannot afford to pay must render 
‘community service of not less than eight hours. 

‘The measure has met some resistance 
from those who have been used to plastic 
‘bags and see no point in its passage. 

“Other customers will still insist [оп the 
‘old ways] but they agree to bring their old 
plastic bags or other containers when we 
ask them to. Some get angry but we have no 
choice," said Lucinio. 

Meat vendor Samuel Soltis, 33, said the or- 
dinance has noble intentions but is impract 
cal for buyers of wet goods. "Some do not 
bring their own plastic bags so we have to 
make sure that we have our own because oth- 
erwise they won't buy our products," he said. 

But for Lucinio, it’s only a matter of time 
before customers kick the habit of using 
plastic bays. 
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Guimaras fish supply down 65 percent’ 


By Nestor P. Burgos Jr. 

Inquirer Visayas 

ILOILO CITY—MARINE SCIENTISTS HAVE 
recorded a 65 percent drop in fish supply from the 
waters of Guimaras following last year’s massive 
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decreased following the oil spill. 

‘The Department of Environ- 
ment and Natural Resources 
and mangrove experts have al- 
so recorded the dying of at least 
600 mature mangrove trees in 
Guimaras. Mangroves serve as 


oil spill that ravaged the island-province. 


Dr. Wilfredo Campos, presi- 
dent of the Philippine Associa- 
tion of Marine Science (PAMS), 
said the studies that were con- 
ducted starting two weeks after 
the oil spill in August 2006 until 
this year, showed the marked 
decline in fish abundance in the 
waters of Guimaras. 

The findings of a research 
team headed by Campos was 
presented during the 9th Na- 
tional Symposium in Marine 
Science of the PAMS held in loi- 
lo City last week. 

‘The studies showed a drop in 
fish density, biomass and diversity 
‘compared to the figures recorded 
in the same areas in 2001. 

‘The fish density in Guimaras 
waters dropped from 1.5 grams 
per square meter in 2001, to 0.8 g 
in 2006 while biomass dropped 
from 26.5 g per sqm in 2001 to 9.3 
in 2006. The fish diversity, or dif- 
ferent species of fish, also went 


down from 48.2 in 2001 1035.8 in 
2006. 

Fish density refers to the 
number of fish in the area while 
biomass refers to the weight of 
afish. 

Campos said the low figures 
were consistent in the 500- 
square-meter monitoring sta- 
tions located in six sites in Baran- 
gay Tando and at the Taklong Is- 
land National Marine Reserve, 
both in Nueva Valencia town. 

The areas were among the 
hardest hit by the oil spill after the 
MT Solar I sank 13 nautical miles 
off Guimaras on Aug. 11, 2006, 
spilling almost two million liters 
of bunker fuel into the sea and 
triggering one of the county's 
‘worst environmental disasters. 

The findings scientifically val- 
idate the observations and com- 
plaints of fishermen and resi- 
dents in the affected areas that 
their fish catch has substantially 


breeding and feeding grounds 
of fish. 

‘Scientists have earlier said that 
the long-term and full impact of 
the oil spill on marine life in 
Guimaras would only be known 
after many years and would re- 
quire continuous monitoring. 

Campos said the oil spill 
could be the main reason for the. 
drastic drop in fish volume in 
the affected areas. 

Buthe said they had expected 
the impact on fish supply to be 
short-term because the mature 
ones could have had evaded the 
ой spill by swimming away 
from the affected areas. 

“This could also be caused by 
other factors that we need to 
study further because the low 
figures are still there a year and 
а half after the oil spill,” Cam- 
pos said in an interview. 

He said other reasons for the 


low fish supply could include un- 
regulated fishing, dynamite and mangroves in Barangay Tando in Guimaras during the launching of Green Phil 
other illegal forms of fishing. projects. 


PERSONNEL of the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) lead the planting of 
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Top workplaces cited 
BAGUIO CITY—THE EMPLOYERS CONFEDERATION OF THE PHILIP- 
pines (Ecop) has cited the top workplaces in the country that promotes 
reproductive health and safe sex, and a Baguio university has been cho- 
sen among the top three from the provinces. 

The business community's list was drawn up by Ecop and the Philip- 
pine Chamber of Commerce and Industry after a survey. 

The University of the Cordilleras (UC) was cited on Oct. 24 as one of the 
top workplaces advocating RH practices, the wounen learned this week. 

The UC campus allows its students access to medical care and assis- 
tance, according to a UC official, who asked not to be named because 
he was not authorized to discuss the citation. 

Vincent Cabreza, Inquirer Northern Luzon 


Deaf urged to attend convention 

DEAF PEOPLE FROM NORTHERN AND CENTRAL LUZON AND METRO 
Manila who understand sign language are urged to attend an annual 
convention in Novaliches, Quezon City on Nov. 2-4. 

Organized by the Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society of the Philippines, 
the three-day convention aims to help hearing impaired individuals and their 
familles to lead a more meaningful life despite their physical imitations. 

On Nov. 16-18, an English program will be presented with this year's 
theme "Follow the Christ." 

The series of Bible-based lectures would help individuals apply 
Christian values in their life, promote strong family ties and foster a bet- 
ter relationship with God and neighbor. 

Admission Is free. For inquiries, please call the Watch Tower office in 
QC at 4116090. 


Prayer healing in Surigao City 
FATIMA SORIANO, A 14-YEAR-OLD BLIND HEALER, PREACHER AND 
‘singer, and Fr. Jerry Orbos, will be in Surigao City on Nov. 8 for a Prayer 
Healing Mass at 5:15 p.m. at the Surigao City Cathedral. 

‘Those who wish to attend the Prayer Healing Mass may see Nepa 
Goetina of the Divine Mercy Apostolate, Surigao City Chapter. 

This mission is sponsored by the Divine Mercy Apostolate with the 
‘support of Virgie Barbers. 


Cop injured in ambush dies 
SORSOGON CITY—ONE OF THREE POLICEMEN WOUNDED IN THE 
Oct. 29 ambush in San Pascual, Masbate died Thursday, or three days 
after the attack, due to severe injuries, said Masbate Police Director Se- 
nior Supt. Saadra Gani. 
He identified the policeman as PO1 Hernani Enriquez of the San Pascual 
Municipal Police Office, who died at the Mother Setton Hospital in Naga City. 
A police official, Insp. Franco Andes of the Regional Mobile Group, was ear- 
lier killed in the ambush at the vicinity of Barangays Mabini and San Pedro. 
Gani said the policemen were on patrol when they were ambushed. 
Bobby Labalan, Inquirer Southern Luzon 


| missing in boat sinking 

BACON DISTRICT, SORSOGON CITY—TWELVE CREW MEMBERS OF A 
fishing vessel were rescued while another was still missing after their 
boat capsized in Barangay Caricaran here early Wednesday, the Philip- 
pine Coast Guard reported. 

РО2 Noel Gernale, investigator of the PCG Sorsogon station, said the vic- 
‘tims were on board the FB Retriever and had just left Barangay Caricaran 
when big waves battered their boat, causing it to capsize at around 3 a.m. 

Gernale said all but one crew member were rescued by fishermen 
and PCG personnel who responded to the accident. 

Bobby Q. Labalan, Inquirer Southern Luzon 


Cops nab suspected assassin 

CAMP VICENTE LIM, LAGUNA—A FORMER BARANGAY CAPTAIN 
who supposedly wanted to kill the mayor of Maragondon, Cavite has 
been arrested in a police checkpoint in Indang town just before dawn 
Friday, two days after he shot and wounded two policemen and a five- 
year-old boy in a gun battle that took place as the suspect and his ac- 
complices searched for their target. 

‘Suspect Eliseo Pineda, 57, former captain of Barangay Pacheco, Magal- 
lanes, Cavite, was arrested in a checkpoint In Barangay Banaba Cerca, Indang 
at about 3:45 a.m. while on board a tricycle that he allegedly commandeered. 

‘Senior Supt. Fidel Posadas, Cavite police director, sald they confls- 
cated an AK-47 assault rifle from Pineda who wore an Army uniform ap- 
parently to avoid detection. 

“The suspect even Identified himself as an Army officer thinking that 
the policemen would allow him to pass the checkpoint. He was In full 
battle gear. He looked as if he was ready to kill and die," Posadas sald in 
a mobile phone interview. 

, à 


‘Marion Ramos, Inquirer Southern Luzon 


i— 


p———— EG 


E 


timen 


nemen 


d 


T a 


ae 
Witt 


RUSH HOUR 

Passengers rush to the port to catch ferries bound for provinces in Mindanao during the 
annual trek of Metro Manila residents to relatives outside the metropolis in time for the 
АЙ Souls’ and All Saints’ Day holidays. FEM ZAMORA 


GMA accepts 3 interchanges in SCTEx 


CITY OF SAN FERNAN- 
do—President —Macapagal-Ar- 
royo has “approved in principle" 
the restoration of ап original 
plan to build three interchanges 
at the Pampanga side of the P27- 
billion Subic-Clark-Tarlac Ex- 
pressway (SCTEx), Pampanga 
Rep. Carmelo Lazatin said. 
Reached through his mobile 
phone from Boracay on Friday, 
Lazatin said it was on his п 


Marchers take rest 
to honor colleague 
who took own life 


САСАҮАМ DE ORO CITY—PROTESTING 
farmers from Sumilao, Bukidnon took a pause 
from the Visayas leg of their 60-day march to 
Manila on Thursday to remember a comrade in 
time for the observance of the All Souls’ Day. 

Jennifer Ramos, of the militant lawyers’ 
group Balaod Mindanaw, yesterday told the 
TNQURER by phone that the protesting Hi- 
gaonon farmers took a rest from their 33-km 
walk from Tacloban City to Sta. Rita, Leyte 
to pray for and remember Robin Lession. 

Ramos said Lession committed suicide їп 
December 1999 following a final Supreme 
Court ruling upholding a Malacafiang deci- 
sion, which gave the Quisumbing family the 
go signal to convert the land being claimed 
by the farmers for agro-industrial use. 

The decision also voided the collective 
certificate of landownership award (Cloa) 
issued to the Sumilao farmers by the Depart- 
ment of Agrarian Reform (DAR) in 1995. 

The Cloa gave them rights over the 144- 
hectare Quisumbing estate, which they 
have been claiming as part of their ances- 
tral domain. 

Despite appeals and protests, the govern- 
ment stood by its decision against the Sum- 
ilao farmers claim. 

In 1997, Lession was among the 17 farm- 
ers, who staged a 28-day hunger strike in 
front of the DAR offices in Quezon and Ca- 
gayan de Oro cities. 

The farmers continued with their march 
yesterday in their bid to reach Manila by 
December. Ryan D. Rosauro, Inquirer 
Mindanao 


road, three major bridges, 23 mi- 
nor bridges, two interchanges, 140 
culvens, and 38 underpasses at 
the Subic-Clark section, and а 
43.27-km road, a major bridge, six 
interchanges, eight minor bridges, 
110 culverts and 13 underpasses 
atthe Clark-Tarlac section. 

Both sections have their respec- 
tive toll plazas and traffic control 
systems, a BCDA report showed 


commendation that the Presi- BCDA funds 
dent restored the plan. Е The BCDA had put in P4 billion 
"The President, some officials THE SCTEx remains unfinished byits Japanese contractors. to fund the purchase of the road's 
and I had a lunch meeting [on TONETTEORGASQUREACENTRLLZON oht of way (ROW), project 
Oct. 31] and in principle, she chief executive officer of the BC- ties]. We cannot go intoasortof management expenses, physical 
approved it,” Lazatin said. DA, the proponentof the SCTEx, fire sale. We don’t want the val- contingencies, taxes and duties. 
said Ms Arroyo has discussed ue of our properties to be Although a national flagship 
P670-million cost with him thatitwas “possible we | cheapened," Abaya said. project, the highway has re- 
He said the three inter. сап be building more than one — Theplanwasscrappeddueto mained unfinished. 
changes—originally planned in interchange in Pampanga.” budget constraints. The government gave the 
the towns of Floridablanca and Abaya said he informed the Abaya confirmed this in a fo- Japanese contractor of the Subic- 
Porac and Angeles City—arees- President it was not necessary rum held here in September Clark segment a four-month ex- 
timated to cost P760 million. 


The money he said, will 
come from the sale of military 
lands that the Bases Conversion 
Development Authority has 
been selling since its creation by 
Congress in 1992 through Re- 
public Act No. 7227. 

Narciso Abaya, president and 


to sell BCDA properties out of 
schedule because the Japan 
Bank for International Coopera- 
tion has “offered” a supplemen- 
tal loan to enable the Philippine 
government to “enhance the 
functionality of the toll way.” 
“We already have a schedule 
[in the disposition ‘of proper- 


amid a dispute on where to ex- 
actly locate the interchange 
that the President approved in 
August at the request of the Ad- 
vocacy for the Development in 
Central Luzon (ADCL). 

The BCDAS loan of P23.06 bil- 
lion from the Japanese, govem- 
ment went to fund a&50.5-kn 


tension up to March 2008, with- 
out penalties, to cope with the 
delay due to ROW problems. 
‘The Japanese contractor for 
the Clark-Tarlae portion has re- 
ported completion but has been 
claiming P500 million in “accel 
erating” the work. Tonette Ore- 
jas, Inquirer Central Luzo% 
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# MANILA'S Paco Park used 
tobe a cemetery; bitis now 
favorite venue for concerts 
and webdig reciptini 


Weddings, not 
funerals, at old 
cemetery site 


By Tina G. Santos 


— 


WHAT'USED TO BEA PLACE FOR GRIEVING 
now serves as a venue for beautiful begin- 
nings. 

located in the heart of Manila, Paco 
Park—a 4,000-sq m piece of property along 
Gen. Luna Street in Paco district—has now 
become a favorite venue for weddings of 
couples who like romantic settings. 

Most weekends, blushing brides in 
gowns and dashing grooms in barong Taga- 
log or suits say their nuptial vows inside the 
oval-shaped, domed St. Pancratius Chapel 
inside the park, according to security guard 
Jovnito Lapizar. 

Unknown to many, the park used to be the 
municipal cemetery for wealthy families who 
resided in old Manila during the Spanish ега. 

Originally intended for victims of a cholera. 
epidemic, the cemetery was built in the late. 
1700s but was completed around 1820, ac- 
cording to the website en.wikipedia.org. 
Niches during that time were leased at P20 
each, renewable every three years. 


Burial ground 

National hero Dr. Jose Rizal's remains 
were said to have been buried at the ceme- 
tery after he was shot in Bagumbayan in 
Dec. 30, 1896. Other heroes buried at the 
graveyard were the three martyred priests 
Gomez, Burgos and Zamora, who were exe- 
cuted in 1872 for their alleged involvement 
in the Cavite Mutiny. 

‘The park is circular in shape, with an inner 
GiGilar fort that was the original cemetery 
and with niches located within the hollow 
walls. A second outer wall made of thick 
adobe stones was built later, its topmost level 
made into a walkway for promenaders. 

Most of the vaults now are empty al- 
though many were mysteriously sealed but 
unmarked. Burials have not been allowed 
since 1913. In 1966, the cemetery was de- 
dared a national park. 

“Descendants of those buried in the park 
later transferred the remains of their ances- 
tors to other burial grounds,” Lapizar said. 
He added that one man came to light a can- 
dle and offer a prayer at one of the few re- 
maining niches in the area on Thursday. 

Open from 8 am. to 5 p.m., Wednesdays 
to Sundays, the park also serves as a venue 
for concerts and other cultural activities. 

For a P5 entrance fee, it's easy to forget 
that you are in city. “People come here to re- 
lax and appreciate nature," Lapizar said. 
“Ies a cheap way to get away from the traf- 
ficand pollution.” 


QC barangays 
tapped to help 
in tax collection 


By Jeannette l. Andrade 


WITH THE BARANGAY ELECTIONS OVER, 
the Quezon City government's newly elect- 
ed officials are being tapped to work as 
agents of the city treasurer's office. 

Quezon City treasurer Victor Endriga 
said his office is organizing a seminar- 
‘workshop to harness mass-based support in 
the collection of the "right and just” taxes 
due real estate properties in the barangay 
officials respective areas of jurisdiction. 

“Barangays get 30 percent of real estate 

tax collections, yet they have never partici- 
pated in the collection process for lack of 
technical know-how,” said Endriga. 
The city’s real estate tax collection has al- 
ady hit P2.84 billion for the year. The new 
initiative may even increase both the tax 
base and the tax take through the participa- 
tion of barangay officials in the tax collec- 
tion process, he added. 

“With this add-on knowledge, any attempt 
by tax dodgers to evade payment of the right 
taxes will be thwarted,” the city treasurer said. 

He added: "No person is more adequate- 
ly equipped to know the land and the actual 
use by its owner as the barangay official 
who lives in the same community.” 

Endriga further stressed that an increase in 
the tax haul would lead to an increase in the 
revenue shares of the barangays, and thus 
contribute in a big way to their development. 
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Flyover caused her severe anxiety, says complainant 


By Leila B. Salaverria 


THE COURT OF APPEALS HAS REJECTED A BID OF ROCK- 
well Land Corp. to dismiss a civil suit for damages filed by a 
resident of an exclusive Makati village against the realty 
firm which constructed a flyover to facilitate access to its 
shopping mall and residential projects. 


The appellate court said there was 
sufficient basis for the case filed by Ly- 
dia Imperial before the Makati Regional 
‘Trial Court against Rockwell Land to 
continue. 

Imperial had accused Rockwell of 
threatening her by initially saying, 
through a Department of Public Works 
and Highways official, that her Bel-Air 


Land for the flyover project. 


Village property would be expropriated 
after she refused to sell it to Rockwell 


Later, the road project was realigned, 
so there was no need to acquire Imperi- 
als property. But Imperial said she still 
felt she was being pressured to accept 
Rockwell Land's plan, thus causing her 

сама. 
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200 cases of elderly inmates in Bilibid up for review 


By Julie M. Aurelio 


THE BUREAU OF CORREC- 
tions has forwarded around 200 
cases of inmates aged 70 and 
above for review by the Board 
of Pardons and Parole. 
Т BuCor director Ricardo Dapat 
* Yesterday explained that his office 
regularly forwards such cases of 
elderly inmates to speed up their 
eventual release, 
“That is being constantly un- 


dertaken by the BuCor" Dapat 
told the Ingumen in a phone inter- 
view. 

In an Oct, 30 memorandum, 
the Department of Justice ordered 
the BuCor to process the records 
of elderly prisoners and those 15 
years old and below so they could 
be released immediately. 

‘The government has a policy of 
granting pardon or executive 
clemency to inmates 70 years old 
and above. 


‘The DOJ said 377 elderly pris- 
oners have been released since 
2004, while 65 inmates who were 
minors when they committed the. 
crime have been referred to the 
Department of Social Welfare and 
Development since May 2007. 
Dapat said that after the 200 
cases of elderly prisoners have 
been reviewed by the Board of 
Pardons and Parole, the latter 
would then transmit its recom- 
mendations to Malacafiang. 


‘The BuCor director said there 
are about 145 inmates over the 
age of 65 at the New Bilibid Pris- 
ons in Muntinlupa City, 90 per- 
cent of whom are detained at the 
minimum security compound. 

‘The cases of the elderly prison- 
ers range from minor offenses to. 
graver ones such as rape, murder, 
malversation. 

Those jailed in the minimum 
security compound are mostly in- 
mates who are about to be freed 


within a year or two, elderly in- 
mates or those gravely ill. 
However, inmates who are 
about to be freed but live near or 
within Metro Manila are not jailed 
at the minimum security com- 
pound because of the flight risk. 
“Only those who live far 
away and are about to be re- 
leased are transferred there,” 
said NBP chaplain Robert Ola- 
guer, citing the case of convict- 
ed rapist and former Zamboan- 


gasolon Romeo Jalosjos. 

In an earlier interview, Dapat 
said such inmates are sometimes 
given “living out privileges" which 
allow them to move freely within 
the minimum security com- 
pound, 

Some of them are employed by 
the NBP as helpers or office work- 
ers, But they are required to re- 
port for the morning and evening 
roll сай to account for their num- 
bers, Dapat added. 


NOV. 1 OF EVERY YEAR RE- 
minds all of us that death is a 
great leveler. Everybody-rich 
or poor, the powerful and the 
humble—dies. 

Everything, including the 
hold on power, comes to an end. 

‘When you die, you can't bring 
your money or power to the 
grave. 
3f This is a reminder to people 
"|. who are so drunk with power 
they use their position to punish 
or harass lesser creatures who 
cross them. 

Karma, the universal law of. 
cause and effect is also а 
greatleveler. 

People who have done oth- 
ers wrong will have their 
‘comeuppance, not in the af- 
terlife but here on earth. 

They will have to pay their 
debt sooner or later. 

The universal law is such 
that no karmic debt ever goes 
unpaid. 

‘Why join the crush of people 
on the way to the graves of your 
dear ones every Nov. 1 when you 
сап visit them on ordinary days? 


A prima donna still 


Because of the noise and con- 
fusion at the cemetery or 
memorial park on the Day of the 
Dead, one can never communi- 
cate with the dearly departed. 

‘An ordinary day, when all is 
quiet at the cemetery or memo- 
rial park, is the best time to visit 
the dead. 

Silence makes for the best 
time to pray or talk to your dear- 
ly departed. Thats why you 
concentrate more in a church 
during ordinary days when 
there is no Mass or service be- 
cause of the absolute silence. 

The regional trial court 
judge in a city south of the 
Pasig River whom this corner 
criticized for hypocrisy is still 
at his old game, This magis- 
trate prays and reads from the 
Bible before every hearing. He 
even gives a sermon during 
the prayer session, 

But this judge is so corrupt 
he decides cases in favor of 
the litigant who gives him the 
bigger amount. 

You see, he accepts money 
from both litigants in his court, 
the accused and the accuser. 


tional Penitentiary in Muntin- 
Лира City had been transferred 
to the Correctional Institute for 
Women in Mandaluyong City. 

But the doctor allegedly 
found it demeaning to be re- 
assigned to the prison for 
women. 

Using the influence of a spe- 
cial friend, she was allegedly 
able to get a new position in a 
Metro Manila city. 

Doctors at the city health 
office whom she overtook in 
promotion are surprised why 
an employee of the Depart- 
ment of Justice (DOJ)—the 
Bureau of Corrections is un- 
der the DOJ—could easily get 
the position. 

The doctor has demanded 
and got a service car, a driver, 
a laptop, a bodyguard and 
other perks that don’t go with 
hernew position, according to 
her disgruntled subordinates. 

Thave it on good authority 
that where she came from, 
she wasa prima donna. 

"That was allegedly the reason 
why she had been transferred to 
her new workplace, according 
to mysource. 


How does he collect the 
money? He sends his son to 
approach the litigants. 

Kapal ng mukha! 

Another judge in a neighbor- 
ing town is better than the one 
mentioned previously because 
the second judge makes his ver- 
dict on а “first come, first 
served” basis. 

‘The second judge immediate- 
ly closes the “deal” after he has 
received a bribe from a litigant. 
He will no longer accept anoth- 
er bribe from the other litigant. 

The favorite litigant of this 
judge is reportedly a Filipino- 
‘Chinese businessman who does 
not even attend a single court 
hearing but wins every case. 

The judge is allegedly on the 
payroll ofthe businessman, 


А woman doctor at the Na- 


CA junks Rockwell... 


sleepless nights, severe anxiety, 
mental depression and tension. 

She also pointed out that the 
flyover was constructed too close 
to her 712-square meter home at 
"ihe comer of Zodiac and Estrella 
Streets, thus, diminishing the val- 
че of her property. The round-the- 
lock construction work also de- 
prived her of moments of silence, 
“ she added. 

Also included in her complaint 

*' меге William Uy Construction 

Corp. and Danilo Trajano, project 

director of the Urban Road Pro- 
jects Office of the DPWH. 

‘The Makati RTC had twice de- 

‘nied Rockwell's motion to dismiss 

7 the case for failing to state a cause 
of action against it, prompting the 
firm to elevate the case to the 
Court of Appeals which also ruled 
against it 

According to the appellate 

тошт, Imperial had already stated 
her reason for filing the case 
against Rockwell Land, and that 
the latter failed to show that the. 
Makati КТС erred in denying its 
motion to dismiss. 

It said that despite linguistic. 
Ларзез, the basis of the complaint 
“could be seen. 

“Thus, since the complaint con- 

tains sufficient notice of the cause 
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of action even though the allega- 
tions are vague or indefinite, the 
sufficiency of the complaint has to 
be maintained,” it said in an Oct. 
19 decision. The appellate court 
also said Imperial's failure to im- 
plead the DPWH in her case was 
Not a reason to dismiss it. It said 
the public works department was 
not indispensable to the case Бе- 
cause the basis for Imperials 
charges was the disregard of her 
rights and the violation of good 
faith. 

It also said the Makati court's 
denial of a motion to dismiss was 
an interlocutory order, meaning it 
does not resolve the merits of the 
case, 

The CA said the case should be 
allowed to continue if there was 
no proof that the RTC gravely 
abused its discretion in issuing it, 
and then Rockwell Land could 
question an adverse decision of 
the case. 

Rockwell Land had earlier 
forged an agreement with the 
DPWH for the construction of a 
left-turn flyover along Edsa сог- 
ner Estrella St. in Makati City to 
enhance the development of 
Rockwell Genter which con- 
tains the Power Plant mall, cor- 
porate offices and residential 


Tougher laws against 
disappearances sought 


By Julie M. Aurelio been buried?" Corazon Estojeros 
of Find asked. 

The Bantayog ng mga Desa- 
parecido, a monument for the dis- 
appeared, was erected at the 
Baclaran church in 1994. 

“This monument has been a 
silent witness to the immeasurable 
pain and longing that the families 
share,” Find added. 

The group also criticized the Ar- 
royo administration for the contin- 
чей incidents of extrajudicial kil- 
lings and enforced disappearances. 

"The lives of the desaparecidos 
are a stark contrast to our politi 
cians whose squabbles on issues 
obliterate their avowed purpose of 
being in govemment,” Estojeros 
said. 

The group pointed out that the 
disappeared ones were mostly 
people "quick to defend the poor 
and marginalized" and that "they 
‘were serious and sincere in serv- 
ing the people.” 


FAMILIES OF DESAPARECIDOS 
yesterday renewed their call for 
lawmakers to enact laws that 
would penalize enforced disap- 
pearances and extrajudicial 
killings in the country as they 
mourned their dead on All 
Souls’ Day. 

‘The Families of Involuntary Dis- 
‘appearances (Find) yesterday 
gathered at a memorial for the dis- 
appeared at the Baclaran church 
in Pasay City to remember their 
missing and tombless kin. 

"We ask the government to stop 
enforced disappearances, all acts 
of torture and extrajudicial execu- 
tions... and lawmakers to immedi- 
ately enact laws penalizing these,” 
the group said. 

“Where do the families of desa- 
parecidos go to pray, light candles. 
and offer flowers, not knowing 
where their missing relatives have 


centers, among others. 

Опе of the conditions of the 
agreement was that Rockwell 
Land would widen Estrella Street 


to accommodate the flyover. To 
do this, the corporation had to ac- 
quire affected properties, includ- 
ing that of Imperial. 


KRISMASKOT 2007 
The Manila Christmas Family Festival parade will be held at Manila's 
Roxas Boulevard on Dec. 16 to celebrate family togetherness and 

ipino Christmas traditions. The parade will feature 100 mascots, 
college cheer-dance teams, jugglers, skate boarders and marching 
bands. For inquiries on how to join, please call 4336288, 4357097, 
0920-401 4920 or text 0926-7278174. 

1 

Navotas teachers seek solon’s help 
THIRTEEN Navotas City public school teachers said they would seek the 
assistance of their congressman, Alvin Sandoval, їп а criminal case filed 
against them by his brother, defeated mayoral candidate. Federico 
"Ricky" Sandoval. On Oct. 23, the latter filed charges of dereliction of du- 
ty against the 13 teachers from the city's various public schools in the 
city prosecutor's office for allegedly conspiring to keep his poll watchers 
out of the voting precincts. "We plan to go to the House of Representa- 
tives on Monday and ask for an audience with Rep. Sandoval,” said Es- 
peranza Tecson, president of the Association of Public Elementary School 
“Teachers (Pest) of the city. Tecson said their protest action had drawn 


support from teachers of other cities, particularly neighboring Malabon 
City, through a signature campaign. Nancy Carvajal 


Man on billboard structure rescued 

AFTER threatening to jump off a billboard structure on Edsa corner East 
Avenue in Quezon City, Jern Leonardo surrendered to firemen and the 
police who convinced him to climb down the 100-foot structure Thurs- 
day night. Jem Leonardo, 28, who said he sold dustpans for a living, told 
police Leonardo he was from San Miguel, Bagong Bahay, Malabon City. 
Passers-by began to gather below the billboard when they noticed 
Leonardo seating on the edge of the steel structure at around 4 p.m. on 
Thursday. The northbound lane was cordoned off and traffic diverted to 
the counterflow road as the rescuing team positioned two airbags direct- 
ly below Leonardo, in case he made good his threat to leap. Five firemen 
‘went up the billboard and were able to persuade Leonardo to climb down 
after almost 3 1/2 hours of waiting. Authorities brought Leonardo to the 
East Avenue Medical Center to check if he needed treatment and to deter- 
mine his mental state, according to Quezon City Fire Marshall chief in- 
spector Oscar Villegas. Leonardo was the 6th person who attempted to 
jump off the same billboard near the Metro Rail Transit GMA-Kamuning 
Station. Police said they would tighten security measures in the area to 
prevent similar attempts Kenneth M. del Rosario 


Nicolasa P. Barros burial 

Retired teacher Nicolasa Purugganan-Barros will be buried on Nov. 6 at. 
the Loyola Memorial Park in Marikina City after a funeral Mass at 8 a.m. 
at the Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish Church on Mahinhin Street, UP 
Village, Quezon City. Barros passed on at the age of 91 in San Juan City 
and lies in state at the immaculate Heart of Mary Parish Church. She Is 
survived by her siblings, Enriqueta and Ricardo A. Purugganan, chil- 
dren Dina and Abe Ellorin, Carmencita, Carmelita and Adriano Lopez, 
Benita and David Murrel, Antonia, Cecilia and Jade Presbitero; grand- 
children Nichi Renea, Max and Bernard Ellorin, Francisco, Miranda and 
Leon D. Barros, Justin, Jerrick and Julia Prestibero and Jaime Murrel; 
sisters- and brother-in-law, nephews and nieces. She is predeceased by 
her husband, engineer Santos Biares- Barros, only son Valentin 

ny,” daughter-in-law Sonia G. Dipasupil-Barros and grandson Abram 
Nicolai Ellorin. Daily Mass offerings are held every 7 p.m. at Immaculate 
Heart of Mary Parish church. Novena prayers will be offered on Sunday 
at6 p.m. 
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IN THE SCHEME OF THINGS, 
4,000 trees may not spell much 
of a difference in the fight 
against the worldwide phe- 
nomenon called global warm- 
ing. 

But for Jocelyn Tan and 


like-minded  Rotarians—it's 
a good start. 

Believing in the power of 
small beginnings, they planted 
thousands of tree saplings in 
‘Metro Manila and neighboring 
provinces early this week in the 
hope of awakening Filipinos’ 
Earth-loving sensibilities. 


Í NATURE-LOVERS (from left) Dr. [gms Tan, Lt, Gen. Alexander 
| Yano, Renato Magadia, Corazon Davis and Vicky Magadia plant tree 
saplings at Libingan ng mga Bayani. 
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Let 4,000 trees bloom: Leading the way against global warming 


By Dj Yap 


“They say that for you to live a 
full Ше, you have to plant a tree, 
write a book and sire a son,” said 
Tan, who chairs the “Love of 
Earth” project of Rotary Interna- 
tional District 3830. 

“We hope this will have a mul- 
tiplier effect on Filipinos, espe- 
cially the youth. This is our small 
way of standing up for the envi- 
ronment,” she said. 

On the morning of Oct. 28, 
642 Rotarians rolled up their 
sleeves and dug earth to plant 
narra, mahogany, molave, man- 
go, cashew and kamagong for 
the simultaneous tree-planting 
activity in Muntinlupa, 
Parañaque, Las Piñas and Taguig 
cities, 

Similar activities were also 
held in the provinces of Palawan, 
Laguna and Quezon. 

“Ies just a small thing, plant- 
ing trees, But at the end of the 
дау, we felt a sense of responsi- 
bility over these plants,” Tan 
said. 

“We realized that we have a 
role to play to help preserve the 
environment not just by planting 
trees but also doing small things 


like leaning our area or recy- 
ling garbage,” she added, 


‘Teen partners 

About half of the group were 
adults while the rest were 
teenage partners who belong to 
Rotary’s youth organizations, 
Rotaract (above 18 years old) 
and Interact (14 to 18 years), she 
said. 

"The young ones were actual- 
ly the more vigorous about the 
activity" she said, 

‘Tan added that she hoped the 
project would help spread “тееп 
practices” and habits among the 
Filipino youth, An orthodontist 
by profession, Tan said she came 
up with the idea for the project 
after watching Al Gore's docu- 
mentary “An Inconvenient Truth” 
during a meeting with leaders of 
Rotaract and Interact in August. 

"It really opened our eyes. Af- 
ter watching it, we thought we 
should start a project that would 
raise awareness of the environ- 
ment among the kids,” she said. 

“Then when we heard of the 
Department of Environment and 
Natural Resources’ offer to do- 


nate seedlings and saplings for 
tree-planting activities. We 
thought, why don't we look into 
that?" Tan recalled. 

Afer consulting with the 
DENR-National Capital Region, 
the project was soon put in mo- 
tion, culminating in a memoran- 
dum of agreement between the 
DENR and District 3830 Gov. Re- 
nato Magadia. 

Under the MOA, the DENR- 
NCR will provide all the plant 
seedlings and tree saplings for 
free to Rotary clubs that wish to 
participate in tree-planting activ- 
ities, 

The clubs, on the other hand, 
will identify “permanent green 
sites" for planting and provide 
the tools and labor for planting, 
as well as the proper care, main- 
tenance and protection of the 
planted seedlings for three years. 
Sites 

Forty Rotary Clubs planted 
trees at the following sites: Libin- 
gan ng mga Bayani, Taguig City; 
Bahile Housing Project, Puerto 
Princesa, Palawan; San Antonio 
Valley X and XI, Barangay San 


Antonio; BF Homes Health Cen- 
ter Conrado Benitez St, BF 
Homes; Rotary Club Parafiaque 
South Community Center, Fran- 
cisco St., Phase 3, BF Homes, all 
in Parafiaque City; Rotary 
Friendship Park, Pilar Village, 
las Piñas, Sucat Ave, 
Parañaque; Tuhian Elementary 
School, Quezon province; Baran- 
gay Don Bosco, Better Living 
Subdivision, Parafiaque; Baran- 
gay Casile, Cabuyao, Laguna; Pi- 
Jar Village, Las Piñas; and Signal 
Village High School, Taguig City. 

Other relevant projects includ- 
ed a mural-painting competition 
оп environment conservation 
among 100 students of Paman- 
tasan ng Lungsod ng Muntinlu- 
pa, and the distribution of flyers 
оп waste management in Baran- 
gay Pio del Pilar, Makati City 

‘Tan said she still could not call 
herself an environmentalist since 
"Love of Earth" was her first real 
‘venture in the green revolution. 

But she said she hoped that 
the Rotary's efforts would con- 
vert Filipinos, especially the 
young, into true environmental- 
ists, 
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TURKISH soldiers patrol on a road surrounded by mountains in the 
southeastern Turkish province of Sirnak, bordering Iraq, on Nov.2. seres 
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risk dismissal. 


Cormack said. 


November. 


tary of State Condoleezza Rice 
on Thursday made a worldwide 
appeal for her diplomats to 
serve in Iraq following uproar 
over new rules forcing them to 
work in the war-torn nation or 


“The secretary is going to 
send out a cable woridwide to 
people talking about this deci- 
sion as well as encouraging peo- 
ple to serve in Iraq,” State De- 
partment spokesman Sean Mc- 


Rice's cable came after an 
emotional meeting in Washing- 
ton late Wednesday between se- 
nior State Department officials 
and hundreds of diplomats оп 
the new policy forcing them to 
serve in Iraq effective at end- 


Diplomats have not been forced 
to serve abroad against their will 
since the Vienam war era. 

Some of the diplomats at the 
town hall meeting challenged 


SECRE- the senior officials in unusually 
blunt terms over the policy to 
begin “directed assignments” to 
fill an anticipated shortfall of 48 
diplomats in Iraq. 

Jack Crotty, a member of the 
foreign service for 36 years, was 
among the most vocal, calling 
the forced deployment to the 
US embassy in Baghdad or in 
so-called provincial reconstruc- 
tion teams in Iraq a "potential 
death sentence." 

"you know that, in any other 
embassy in the world, the em- 
bassy would be closed at this 
point," Crotty said to applause 
by those present. 

Three foreign service person- 
nel have been killed in Iraq 
since the US invasion, State De- 
partment officials said. 

A bigger round of applause 
went to foreign service officer 
Rachael Schneller, who related 
her bitter experience after she 
was diagnosed with “post trau- 
matic stress disorder” at the end 


манная 


‘Death sentences’: US envoys . 
revolt over forced Iraq duty 


of a one-year stint in Iraq. 

“Т have to say that absolutely 
none of the treatment I received 
came from the State Depart- 
ment. I asked for treatment 
from the State Department and 
1 didn't get any of it from the 
State Department," she said. 

But Schneller, ‘choked with 
emotion, said she had “absolute- 
ly no regrets about my service in 
Iraq,” asking the State Depart- 
ment instead to have what she 
called a “moral imperative.” 

Other diplomats questioned 
the size of the embassy in Bagh- 
dad, the biggest US mission in 
the world, and wondered how 
they could do their jobs proper- 
ly when they were located deep 
inside the fortified Green Zone 
and could travel outside only 
under heavy guard. 

Some criticized what they 
said was a lack of training be- 
fore traveling to a war zone. 

Rice understood the “full 
tone and tenor” of the meeting 


n 


Wednesday and her cable "obvi- 
ously speaks to some of the con- 
cerns that were aired," McCor- 
mack said. 

President George W. Bush, 
while expressing his under- 
standing to the concerns of the 
diplomats, noted their oath to 
serve the country. 

“The president is concerned, 
but he also has confidence that 
Secretary Rice will handle this 
matter in a way that is caring 
for the people at the foreign ser- 
vice, but also ensures that the 
mission that the United States is 
оп is supplemented by the for- 
eign service officers who took 
an oath in order to serve their 
country,” spokeswoman Dana 
Perino told reporters. 

E-mail letters were sent last 
Friday to about 200 foreign ser- 
vice officers identified as quali- 
fied to fill the 48 new posts in 
Iraq, saying if enough of them 
did not volunteer, some would 
be ordered to serve there. AFP 


London police found guilty in 2005 killing of innocent Brazilian 


LONDON—LONDON' POLICE 
force on Thursday was found 
guilty of putting the public at risk 
during a flawed counterterror- 
ism operation in 2005 that led to 
the killing of an innocent Brazil- 
jan electrician on a subway train. 

‘The Metropolitan Police force 
was fined $364,000 and 
$800,000 in legal costs for 
breaching health and safety 
laws as police officers pursued 
and kiled the man, Jean 
Charles de Menezes, 27, who 


they thought was a suspect ina 
failed suicide bombing attempt. 

It is the first time that health 
and safety legislation has been 
applied in connection with a 
counterterrorist police operation. 

The verdict angered some 
human rights groups and oppo- 
sition politicians and renewed 
calls for the resignation of Sir 
lan Blair, the commissioner of 
London's police force. 

‘On July 22, 2005, in an opera- 
Hon prosecutors described as 


chaotic, the police officers wrong- 
ly identified De Menezes as one of 
four men who had tried to deto- 
nate bombs on London's trans- 
port system the day before. Two 
weeks before that attempt, four 
bombers killed themselves and 52 
others on the transit system. 

The officers followed de 
Menezes into a subway train in 
‘Stockwell, in south London, and 
shot him seven times in the head 
in front of horrified passengers. 

The police made a “shocking 


and catastrophic error” and en- 
dangered the public, prosecutors 
told the jury on Thursday at the 
Old Bailey, or Central Criminal 
Court, first by allowing someone 
they suspected to be a suicide 
bomber to board the subway 
train and then by shooting him. 
“Te was the result of fundamen- 
tal failures to carry out a planned 
operation in a safe and reason- 
able way" said the prosecutor for 
the trial, Clare Montgomery. 
Ronald Thwaites, a lawyer for 


Japan deadlocked over Afghan mission 


‘TOKYO—JAPANESE PRIME MINISTER YA- 
suo Fukuda struggled on Friday to break a 
deadlock that has halted a refuelling mis- 
sion їп support of US-led operations in 
Afghanistan—and threatens to stall other 
policies as well. 

Fukuda met opposition Democratic Party 
leader Ichiro Ozawa for the second time 
this week to ask for his agreement to re- 
sume the mission in the Indian Ocean, 
where Japanese ships had been providing 
free fuel for US and other ships patrolling 
for drug runners, gun smugglers and sus- 
pected terrorists. 

‘The ships were called home on Thursday 
after a law enabling the activities expired. 
With opposition parties, now in control of 
parliament's upper house, vowing to vote 
against a new bill, the mission will now be 
halted for months if not longer. 

Under pressure from the United States, 
Fukuda wants to at least show he is trying 
hard before a meeting with US President 
George W. Bush in Washington in the week 
of Nov. 12. 

Ozawa, speaking to reporters during a 
break in the meeting, said Fukuda had 
asked if there was any way the Democrats 
could agree to allow the mission to resume. 

“We talked about the antiterrorism law 
again and the prime minister asked if there 
was any way (to resolve the deadlock), but 
Itold him the longstanding position of my- 
self and our party,” said Ozawa, who has ar- 
gued that the naval activities lacked United 
‘Nations approval and violated Japan's paci- 
fist constitution. 


CREW members aboard Japan Maritime Self- 


Defense Force’s supply ship Tokiwa bid 
farewell to the area of their appointment 
northern Arabian Sea on Nov. 1. ГА 


“The prime minister said ће wanted to 
take a break and he would collect his 
thoughts and resume the talks.” Party offi- 
cials said the meeting was to resume at 6.30 
рт. 

Ozawa has said he would be willing con- 
sider new legislation outlining conditions 


under which troops could be sent overseas 
without requiring an ай hoc law each time, 
Japanese media said. 

Fukuda told reporters on Tuesday that 
such a proposal could be discussed, but the 
two sides have different positions on the 
possible content, so reaching agreement 
would be tough. 

Japan's military is constrained by its 
pacifist constitution, and overseas dis- 
patches are always controversial 

Public opinion is divided over the Indian. 
Ocean mission. 

The talks between the political lead- 
ers—their second this week—have sparked 
speculation the pair are plotting a "grand 
coalition” to resolve a stalemate created 
when the Democrats and their allies won а 
majority in parliament's upper house in Ju- 
у. 

Оп the surface the Democrats, who could 
have their best chance ever of taking power 
in the next general election, appear to have 
little to gain. 

But Ozawa, who bolted the Liberal 
Democratic Party (LDP) in 1993, kicking off 
a chain reaction that briefly ousted the 
long-ruling party, has done surprising turn- 
abouts before. 
we can do is wait for the results of 
this meeting,” said Yasunori Sone, a politi- 
cal science professor at Keio University. 

Financial market players were mostly 
blase about the political maneuvering, con- 
cerned instead with a fresh wave of credit 
worries that drove down stocks in Wall 
Street and Tokyo. Reuters 


Pilot in A-bombing of Hiroshima dies 


CHICAGO—THE PILOT OF THE 
plane that ushered in the age of 
atomic warfare with the first nu- 
clear attack on the Japanese city 
of Hiroshima, died Thursday at 
the age of 92, a spokesman said. 

Paul Warfield Tibbets, Jr, whose 
B-29 bomber dubbed the Enola 
Gay dropped the 9,000-pound 
“Little Boy" bomb on Aug. 6, 1945, 
died at his home in the midwest 
city of Columbus, Ohio. 

He had been suffering from 
heart problems, manager and 
publisher Gerry Newhouse said. 

Tibbets never regretted the 
bombing that led to the end of 


the first atomic bomb fired in 
anger stayed vivid in his mind. 
“If Dante had been with us on 
the plane, he would have been 
terrified,” Tibbets once said. 
“The city we had seen so 
clearly in the sunlight a few 
minutes before was now an ug- 
ly smudge. It had completely 
disappeared under this awful 
blanket of smoke and fire." 
Though Tibbets saw little of the 
devastation wreaked on Hi- 
roshima—he turned the plane 
too quickly to even see the first 
flash—he would walk the 
streets of Nagasaki a few weeks 


rope and then Ohio. 


thing you've ever seen." 

Tibbets stayed in the Air Force 
after the Japanese surrender, 
eventually making his way up to 
the rank of brigadier general be- 
fore retiring in 1966 when he re- 
tired to fly private planes in Eu- 


A highly decorated pilot, he 
nonetheless endured a spate of 
urban legends that he had been 
imprisoned, institutionalized or 
committed suicide out of guilt. 
“They said I was crazy,” he 
groused in 2003, “said I was a 
drunkard, in and out of institu- 
tions. At the time, I was running 


He became squadron com- 
mander of the 340th Bomb 
‘Squadron in February 1942 and 
flew 25 missions in the first 
American Flying Fortress raids 
against occupied Europe. 

He retumed to the United 
States in March 1943 to test the 
combat capability of the problem- 
plagued B-29 and became the 
planes most experienced pilot af- 
ter flying about 400 hours of tests 

He was brief on the Manhat- 
tan Project in September 1944 
and was told to organize and 
train a unit to deliver the bombs 
and supervise the modification 


World War П but at a horrific after the second atom bomb the National Crisis Centeratthe of the B-29 so it could deliver 
price: 140,000 dead immediate- was dropped there. Pentagon.” the massive bombs. 
ly and 80,000 other Japanese Не went to sate “academic Bom in Quincy Ilinois on Feb. President Harry S. Truman 


succumbing in the aftermath, 
according to Hiroshima officials. 

"That's what it took to end 
the war,” he told the Columbus 
Dispatch in 2003. “I went out to 
stop the killing all over." Tibbets 
was just a 30-year-old lieu- 
tenant colonel when he piloted 
the plane named after his moth- 
er. Decades later, the memory of 


curiosity,” he explained, buying 
a half dozen lacquered rice 
bowls and a few hand-carved 
wooden saucers from a street 
vendor before he left. 

“A couple of the streets we 
walked had swelled,” he told the 
Dispatch, as he described the 
buckling of the earth caused by the 
intensity of the blast. “Damnedest 


23, 1915, Tibbets decided he 
wanted to be a pilot during his 
first fight at age 12 when he 
threw Baby Ruth candy bars to a 
crowd as an advertising stunt. 

His parents wanted him to bea 
doctor, and Tibbets spent several 
years in medical school before he 
enlisted as a flying cadet in 1937 
with the Army Air Corps. 


gave his approval to drop the 
bomb in the afternoon of Aug. 
5,1945. 

Tibbets and his crew lifted off 
at 2:45 a.m. for an uneventful 
six-hour flight to Japan. They 
dropped the first atomic bomb 
used in combat at 9:15 plus 15 
seconds and returned to base at 
2:58 p.m. AFP 


the police force, contended that 
а health and safety prosecution. 
was a sign that there was not 
enough evidence to charge any 
individuals with murder or 
manslaughter Не said De 
Menezes was shot because of his 
‘own behavior, taking actions po- 
lice officers are trained to identi- 
fy as those of a possible suicide 
bomber about to detonate. 

The police acknowledged that 
the operation had gone far wrong 
but denied breaking any laws. 


De Menezes’ family pressed 
for the resignations of officers 
in charge of the operation, but 
the jury cleared individual offi- 
cers and instead ruled Thursday 
that the organization as a whole 
was responsible. 

Blair, who had come under 
pressure to resign over the 
shooting, said on Thursday that 
he would stay on because the 
case had not uncovered any evi- 
dence of “systemic failure.” 

NYT 


Mexico doubles size 
of huge cocaine haul 


MEXICO CITY—MEXICO'S DIS- 
covery of a huge cocaine ship- 
ment from Colombia grew even 
larger on Thursday as the gov- 
ernment more than doubled the 
size of the haul to 23 tons, mak- 
g it one of the world's biggest 
drug busts. 

Police, navy and customs offi- 
cers found the drugs, the sec- 
ond major seizure in the past 
month, hidden between plastic 
floor-covering on a Hong Kong- 
flagged container ship at the 
Manzanillo port in Colima state 
on Tuesday. 

They initially announced 
they found 11 tons but further 
searches of the ship revealed far 
more. 

“So far, the haul amounts to 
more than 23 tons of cocaine. 
This is the biggest seizure of this 
drug in the country's history,” the 
government said in a statement. 

It was the latest blow to drug. 
gangs since President Felipe 
Calderon deployed thousands 
of troops across Mexico to at- 
tack the dominant Gulf and 
Sinaloa cartels after taking of- 
fice last December. 

The seizure doubles the Mexi- 
can record, set only last month 


when soldiers found more than 
11 tons of cocaine at the port of 
‘Tampico on the Atlantic coast. 

Officials in Manzanillo have 
so far checked six containers on 
the Colombian boat, two; of 
which were packed with co- 
caine divided into more than 
21,000 packets. The search con- 
tinues. 

The seizure "is further proof 
of President Calderon's commit- 
ment to cripple drug lords and 
bring them to justice," US Ám- 
bassador Antonio Garza said in 
astatement. 

He put the value of the:co- 
caine at $400 million. 

But the U.S. government said 
last month the average price of 
the drug on U.S. streets had 
risen to $118.70 per gram in the 
first six months of the year. That 
would give the Mexican haul an 
implied value of some $2.7 bil- 
lion. 

‘Around 2,350 people have 
been killed in Mexico this year 
in drug violence, most of it be- 
tween rival drug gangs. 

Last month, a private jet with 
nearly four tonss of cocaine 
aboard crashed into a southern 
Mexican jungle. Reuters 


PILOT Col. Paul Tibbets poses in this undated photo in front of his B-29 
Superfortress “Enola Gay” at Roswell Army Airfield, New Mexico. are 


SEOUL—NORTH KOREA COULD BE NUCLEAR-FREE 
“soon in the coming year’ if it honors a deal to declare all its 
weapons programs, but UN sanctions will stay in force until 
then, US envoy Christopher Hill said Friday. 


The communist state, which tested 
an atomic weapon in October 2006, is 
set to start disabling its plutonium-pro- 
ducing plants early next week under a 
six-nation accord which also requires it 
to declare all its nuclear programs. 

“We're expecting the first draft dec- 
laration... probably in a matter of the 
next couple of weeks," said Hill, an as- 
sistant secretary of state and the chief 
US envoy to six-nation talks on denu- 
cléarizing the North. 

"The idea is that as we receive that, 


we have some information on pro- 
grams we would want to have follow- 
on discussions on, with the under- 
standing that by the end of the year we 
will have a complete declaration that 
everyone would agree is complete.” 

‘The North has promised by year-end 
to disable the plants and declare a list 
of all programs including a suspected 
highly enriched uranium project. 

^ think if we can get through this 
list, 'm hopeful that we will create a 
situation where the momentum will 


push us through and we'll get through 
the entire process of denuclearization 
and soon in the coming year,” Hill told 
reporters after talks with his South Ko- 
rean counterpart Chun Young-Woo. 

Hill said a nine-strong US expert 
team would travel to the North's main 
nuclear complex at Yongbyon later Fi 
day or Saturday to prepare to super- 
vise the disabling of three plants there. 

Under the February accord the 
North will receive energy aid worth 
hundreds of millions of dollars for dis- 
ablement. 

It shut the Yongbyon plants in July 
but disablement aims to put them out 
of action for up to a year. 

After a 1994 denuclearization pact 
fell apart in 2002, the North quickly re- 


FIRE-repressing fog moves into an area charred by the recent 80,000-acre Harris Fire, where the burnt remains of rare Tecate 


cypress trees killed in the 2003 Cypress Fire stand in the Otay Mountains on Nov. | southeast of San Diego, California. 
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Boy accused of starting California 
fire; officials unsure of what to do 


SANTA CLARITA, CALIFORNIA— 
When arson investigators went look- 
ing for the person who set a blaze that 
scorched 155 square kilometers and 
destroyed 21 homes, Linda Conner 
says she knew right where to send 
them. 

Minutes after the fire broke out, Con- 
ner said, she had raced up a hill toward 
thie source of the flames. At the top, she 
saw a stunned-looking 10-year-old boy 
and his parents frantically trying to beat 
the flames down with towels. 

“There's no reason to talk to other peo- 
ple,” Conner, a horse trainer at the ranch 
"where the fire started, recalled telling ar- 
soh investigators. "You need to go 
straight up the road and talk to that boy" 

The 10-year-old quickly admitted he 
had been playing with matches. 

On Thursday, as authorities consid- 


егей whether to file criminal charges, 
neighbors gave conflicting accounts of 
the boy's behavior 

Denise Tomey, who runs the Carousel 
Ranch where the boy lived in a small 
trailer with his family described him as 
а quiet child who often played outside 
with his brother and the family’s small 
white and tan dog, Spike. 

“From what I know, he's a good kid,” 
said Tomey, executive director of the 
ranch, which provides riding lessons to 
developmentally disabled children. 
The boy's father tends horses there and 
the boy attends a nearby school. 

“He's a child and I certainly believe 
thathe had no malice, and I absolutely 
believe it was accidental," Tomey said. 

Some neighbors, though, called the 
10-year-old a troublesome child. 

Linny Martin, who lives across the 


road, said she often caught him throw- 
ing rocks at her horses. When she yelled 
at him to stop, she said, he would run 
up the hill to his family's trailer 

“He's got a lot of problems,” Martin 
said 

The boy's name is being withheld. 
Legal experts say arson charges 
against him are unlikely, given that he 
may have been too young to under- 
stand how much damage his match- 
play could cause. 

The fire he admitted starting was 
one of more than 15 that roared across 
a wide swath of Southern California 
last week, blackening 2,095 sq km 
from north of Los Angeles to the Mexi- 
can border and destroying more than 
2,000 homes. Causes have ranged 
from arson to downed power lines to 
sparks set off by construction work. AP 


Militants draw new front line inside Pakistan 


PESHAWAR, PAKISTAN—THE MOUN- 
tainous region of Swat has become the 
newest front line in the battle between 
Islamic militants, who are sympathetic 
to the Taliban and al-Qaida, and Pak- 
istan’s nervous security forces. For the 
first time, heavy fighting has moved 
beyond Pakistan's tribal fringe and into 
more settled areas. 

‘On Thursday, government forces at- 
tacked about 500 militants in the area, 
killing about 60 men, said Badshah 
‘Gil Wazir, the home secretary for the 
North West Frontier province. The mil- 
капи said they had captured 44 mem- 
bers of the Frontier Corps and were 
holding them hostage. 

"The battles are part of what has be- 


come an expanding insurgency within 
Pakistan, aimed directly at the govern- 
ment of Gen. Pervez Musharraf rather 
than at the NATO and American forces 
across the Afghan border who have 
been the target for several years. 

Many here say the militancy is fueled 
by anger over the government alliance 
with the Bush administration and what 
is seen as a pro-American agenda that 
has grown in prominence with the re- 
turn of the opposition leader Benazir 
Bhutto, She has accused the militants of 
trying to take over the country. 

‘The conflict in Swat reflects many of 
the reasons Pakistan has become such a 
dangerous place: the aggressiveness of 
militants; the passivity of the govern- 


ment and its security forces; the starved 
civilian apparatus, including schools 
and hospitals, which has failed to pro- 
vide the backbone for a counterinsur- 
gency. So grave is the threat that more 
than 2,000 Pakistani soldiers were dis- 
patched to quell the militants in the 
‘Swat area in July. But for three months, 
they were intimidated and mostly inac- 
tive. Reinforcements sent last week 
were hit by a suicide bomber who killed 
17 paramilitary soldiers. That provoked 
the government action on Thursday. 
Since the clashes began last week, 
schools have been closed, a vital polio 
vaccination campaign for children has 
been abandoned and police posts have 
been left empty, residentssaid. NYT 


sumed production of bomb-making 
plutonium and now has an estimated 
45-65 kilograms (99-143 
Ibs)—enough to build several bombs. 

Ifthe North goes on next year to dis- 
mantle the plants and give up its pluto- 
nium and weapons, it can expect nor- 
malized ‘relations with Washington 
and a peace pact to replace the 
armistice which ended the 1950-53 
Korean War. 

Hill said a peace treaty, and the lift- 
ing of UN nuclear-related sanctions, 
would come only after North Korea 
completely abandons its nuclear 
‘weapons. 

“The sanctions are there until the 
DPRK (North Korea) gets out of the nu- 
clear business,” he said. AFP 
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NORTH Korean soldiers look south 
from the DMZ separating the two 


Koreas on Nov. 2. neues 


World powers to discuss 
slapping sanctions on Iran 


LONDON—THE FIVE PERMANENT 
members of the UN Security Council 
plus Germany will discuss imposing a 
third round of sanctions on Iran be- 
cause of its nuclear program on Friday. 

Iran has refused to stop enriching 
uranium and the West fears it is bent 
on producing atomic bombs, which 
Tehran denies. 

The United States, which will be 
represented by undersecretary of state 
for political affairs Nicholas Burns, 
says it wants to make progress in out- 
lining the sanctions resolution and 
ministers can then decide on its tim- 
ing. 

Burns said he hoped Russia and Chi- 
na would attend the London meeting 
with a “serious demeanor.” He said the 
two countries, major trading partners 
with Iran, had effectively blocked 
moves towards a third sanctions reso- 
lution for six months. 

The United States imposed eco- 
nomic sanctions last week and has 
not ruled out military action against 
Iran. Russia believes dialogue rather 
than more punishment is the way for- 
ward while China reacted to the 
American move by saying it was op- 
posed to imposing sanctions “too 
rashly.” 

‘Speaking to reporters on Friday 
on her way to Turkey, US Secretary 
of State Condoleezza Rice said 
Washington had had some “tactical” 
differences with China and Russia 


Rajasthan state. 


about the timing and the “depth or 
breadth” of a Security Council reso- 
lution. 

“But the Russians—-when I talked to 
(Foreign Minister) Sergei Lavrov yes- 
terday—he said they were prepared to 
come and work on the text as we 
agreed when we were together last 
and we will just have to see how those 
discussions go,” she said. 

The major powers agreed in late 
‘September to delay a vote on tougher 
sanctions until late November at the 
earliest after it had received reports by 
the UN nucléar watchdog and a Euro- 
pean Union negotiator. 

fter four days of talks with the In- 
ternational Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA) in Tehran meant to help clear 
up suspicions about Iran's atomic ac- 
tivities, both sides expressed satisfac- 
tion, Iran’s state broadcaster reported 
on Thursday. 

Mohamed ElBaradei, head of the 
IAEA, is due to report in mid-Novem- 
ber about whether Iran has answered 
questions about its past secret nuclear 
activity 

Iranian President Mahmoud Ah- 
madinejad said this week ‘Tehran 
would not retreat in the dispute and 
dismissed US offers of broader negoti 
ations if Iran suspended its most sen: 
tive atomic work. 

Iran says its program is peaceful and 
aimed at generating electricity so that 
itcan export more oil and gas. Reuters 


India calls up ex-Army men 
to save vanishing Bengal tigers 


NEW DELHI—INDIA IS RECRUITING 
retired Army personnel to guard sanc- 
tuaries sheltering the increasingly rare 
Royal Bengal Tiger after a study 
showed their numbers were far below 
previous estimates. 

The call-up for a "tiger protection 
force" came among a list of "urgent 
measures" announced by the environ- 
ment ministry after research found the 
"tiger population may be in the range 
of 1300-1500.” 

An earlier official count in 2001-02 


estimated that there were 3,642 tigers 
in India. 

The latest information shows that 
the tiger population in reserves "has 
changed marginally" but it has plum- 
meted outside the protected areas, 
said an official statement released 
Thursday night. 

"The protection status in tiger re- 
serves and other areas is not up to 
the desired level," the ministry ad- 
mitted, alluding to security mea- 
sures. AFP 


US artificial joint makers paid more than $200M to doctors, hospitals 


MINNEAPOLIS—THE HIPS AND 
knees are synthetic, but it is real mon- 
ey thatis changing hands. 

Five makers of artificial joints have 
paid more than $200 million this year 
t0:US doctors and hospitals, often the 
same ones who are deciding which 
company's joints to buy, according to 
an Associated Press calculation of dis- 
closures required this week by a settle- 
ment with federal prosecutors. 


The five companies were scruti- 
nized by the US attorney's office in 
New Jersey over allegations they 
gave money and trips to surgeons 
who used their products. Four of 
them—Biomet Inc, DePuy Or- 
thopaedics Inc., Smith & Nephew Inc. 
and Zimmer Holdings Inc.—had thei 
charges dropped when they paid a to- 
tal of $310 million in fines and 
agreed to monitoring in a settlement 


announced in September. The fifth 
company, Stryker Corp., was never 
charged and paid no fines but agreed 
to disclose its payments. 

The payments to doctors and hospi- 
tals ranged from a few dollars to indi- 
vidual doctors to about $3.9 million to 
Mayo Clinic. And the AP's calculation 
is conservative, because the companies 
"were required to disclose payments 
within a $25,000 range, and the AP 


used the low end in its calculation. 

The money includes items like roy- 
alties for inventions and payments 
for teaching classes. Prosecutors al- 
leged that from at least 2002 through 
2006, the companies paid exorbitant 
amounts for doctors to be consul- 
tants and to use their products exclu- 
sively. 

They did not allege that all the mon- 
ey was illegitimate. 


“Certainly it was not a majority of 
doctors who had contracts that were 
operating illegally," said Mike Drew- 
niak, a spokesperson for the US at- 
torney's office in New Jersey. Drew- 
niak said the investigation into the 
five companies in the settlement has 
wrapped up, but that prosecutors 
are still looking into payments by 
smaller medical device companies. 

AP 
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. Hot Hapee 


KERBY Raymundo (left) of Purefoods 

tries towrestle his way past Welcoat's HAPEE TOOTHPASTE ISN'T THAT WORRIED 
Nic Belasco. an over Fil-Am star Gabe Norwood's current in- 
ability to find his offensive groove in the PBL. 

‘With a handful of veterans stepping up, tite 
‘Complete Protectors feel they have what it 
takes to maintain their early lead when they, 
take on the Harbour-RP Team in the V-Go 
treme Energy Drink Cup today. 

“We want to prove that Hapee is not jusf= 
about Gabe Моге: 
wood,” said Hapeé- 
coach Jun Noel. "This 
is a team sport so ev- 
eryone must con- 
tribute in their own 
way" 

"The Complete Pro- 
tectors—who have 
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Giants bring Dragons back 
to earth; Bulls rip Realtors 
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GAMES TODAY (Fresnedi Gym, Muntinlupa City) 
430 р.т.—Аг21 vs Coca-Cola 
7 p.m—Talk N Text vs Magnolia 


By June Navarro 


THE WELCOAT DRAGONS 
tried to figure out a way 
to smother James Yap. 
They just couldn’t find 
any. 

Yap mocked every defender thrown 
at him and carried the Purefoods Giants 
to an 87-77 victory over the Dragons 
last night in the Smart-PBA Philippine 
Cup at the Cuneta Astrodome. 

‘The 2005 league MVP unloaded 18 
ofhis game-high 28 points in the pivotal 
fourth. quarter as the Giants survived 


MARK 
EERING 


гушы 


AGUILAR: All bulleed-up and ready to rumble 


another attempt at an upset by the dan- 
gerous Dragons, who pulled the rug 
from under the Barangay Ginebra Kings 
last week. 

Sophomore wingman Jireh Ibafies, 
rookie Ryan Arafia and, at some point, 
Rob Wainwright took tums in guarding 
Yap only to get frustrated in the end, 
paving the way for a fourth straight win 
by the unbeaten Giants. 

Kerby Raymundo also proved instru- 
mental in the latter half, taking matters 
into his hands during several crucial 
episodes on the strict orders of coach 
Ryan Gregorio. 

Starting out lethargic, Raymundo fol- 
lowed Gregorio's instructions to the let- 
ter as he aggressively attacked from the 
perimeter to contribute 23 points on top. 
of 11 rebounds, three assists and three 
steals in the process. 


Ex-Blue Eagle soars 
above Hilltoppers 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


"As Туе said, Welcoat shouldn't be 
taken for granted," said Gregorio. "It's 
hard to Ье complacent against a team 
which convincingly defeated one of 
the toughest squads in the league.” 

Cyrus Baguios all-around perfor- 
mance helped Red Bull score а 100-94 
demolition of Sta. Lucia Realty in the 
other game. 

Baguio had 15 points on top of six re- 
bounds, seven assists, two steals and 
three blocks as the Bulls rolled to their 
third consecutive win for a 3-1 record 
that tied them with Magnolia. 

‘The Realtors absorbed their third de- 
feat and fell in the company of the Drag- 
ons and Kings at 1-3. 

The Dragons, who clobbered the 
crowd-favorite Kings, 82-64, in an out- 
oftown game last week, stuck it out 
with the Giants most of the way. 


the pace of life in the US. 


Joe Devance led the Dragons with 17 
points while Nic Belasco, the hero of 
their Ginebra triumph, registered a con- 
ference-high 20 rebounds. 


The score 

First Game 

PUREFOODS 87—Yap 28, Raymundo 23, Adducul 
9, Simon 7, Lanete 7, Salvador 6, Pingris З, Cablay 2, 
‘Yeo 2, Larong 0. 

WELCOAT 77—Devance 17, Reyes 14, Wain- 
‘wright 13, Araia B, Belasco 7, Lopez 6, Gel 6, Dulay 
4, bafis 2, Baguion 0. 

Quarters: 19-20, 32-, 58-58, 87-77 

Segond Game 

RED BULL 100—Baguio.15, Najorda 14, Robinson. 
13, Adriano 13, Hrabak 11, Membre 10, Bugia 6, 
Стиг, Sharma 4, Valenzuela 3, Pennisi 3, Andaya 2. 

STA. LUCIA 94—Willams 20, Omolon 18, Miran- 
ба 13, Yeo 12, Espino 10, Aquino 9, Mendoza б, Daa 4, 
Coronel 2, Mamaciay 0, Gonzales 0. 

Quarters 22-19, 52-38, 77-58, 100-94 


NBA 


GAMES TODAY 
(Tho Arena, San uan) | 
2p.m—Harbour Centre | 


been drawing strong 

performances from 

larry Rodriguez, 

эм Reed Juntilla, Mark 

4p.m.—RP Team Borboran and Eam 

а Saguindel—will vie 

for their third 

straight win against the Nationals at 4 p.m. at 
The Arena in San Juan. 

‘Three-time champion Harbour Centre, tied 
with Hapee for the top spot at 2-0, goes шр. 
against newcomer Pharex at 2 p.m. $ 

Still off-form, Norwood averaged only 6.5 . 
points їп Hapee's back-to-back wins against 
Mail and More and San Mig Coffee. 

For national coach June] Васі, his concern 
has been his wards’ lack of aggressiveness at 
the defensive end. К 

“We play good defense in the first half arid. 
then we relax in the second half,” said Baculí. 
Jasmine W. Payo 


Prince ruins Heat 
home opener; 


WATCHING HIS TEAMMATES 
from the sidelines gave former 

Ateneo center Japeth Aguilar a 
close-up view of what he need- 
ed to do before playing his first 
official game for Western Ken- 
tucky University. 

"It has been a big adjustment,” 


‘squad—said in an interview with 
WKU's official sports website. 

“To be able to play Division I bas- 
ketball, you need to be competitive. I 
have had to work on my physical 

strength and stamina since coming 
here,” 
‘The work has started to pay off. 
"The 6-foot-9 Aguilar has bulked 
up since his Final Four stint with 
the Blue Eagles in the 2005 UAAP 
men's basketball competition and 
it would have been difficult to rec- 
ognize him as the once reedy play- 
ye er Who once swatted away enemy 
shots for Ateneo. 
But beyond bulking up, 
there was that other thing 
he needed to get used to. 
"Life was much slower. 
athome (in the Philip- 
pines), itwas more laid back and relaxed," 
һе said, adding how he had to get used to 


Aguilar will make an appearance before a 
bigger audience when the Hilltoppers see 
action in a nationally televised game against 
the prominent Gonzaga Bulldogs in the 
2007 Carrs/Safeway Great Alaska 
Shootout. 

The annual Shootout, one of the NCAAs 
premier early-season tournaments, will be 
aired on ESPN U on Nov. 22. 

“Tve learned to value working hard, and 
giving all I have in basketball as well as in 
academics,” said Aguilar. 

‘The 20-year-old cager added that sitting 
out for one year due to а US NCAA transfer 
rule turned out to be a blessing. 

"Now I know what to expect because I 
‘was able to see what my teammates did and 
how the games are played here compared to 
[the way they are played] in the Philip- 
pines,” said Aguilar 

‘The son of former PBA player Peter 
Aguilar initially made waves with his high- 
flying game and has been regarded as the 
university s slam-dunk champion. Once the 
NCAA tournament rolls around, however, 
he wants to be known for more than just 
that. 

“I want to help the team as much asT 
can,” he said. "I know that I can block shots 
on the defensive end, so ifI can produce 
that way I can contribute to our success. I 
may be able to create on the offensive end 
too, but need to practice more and gain ex- 
perience so I don’t make as many errors. 


Rockets whip Jazz 


MIAMI—TAYSHAUN PRINCE 
scored a career-high 34 points 
and matched а career best 12 
rebounds as Detroit used a big 
second-half run to beat Miami 
91-80 on Thursday in the sea- 
son opener for both teams. 

"He was awesome,” teammate 
Chauncey Billups told reporters. 
“He is just a tough matchup.” 

Billups added 19 points and 11 
assists for the Pistons, whose 12-0 
run over a six-minute stretch mid- 

way through the second half 
saw them take 
control. 
Rasheed 
Wallace had 
11 points for 
Detroit. 


Ricky Davis scored. 23 points 
for Miami, which dropped its 
opener for the second straight 
season. This one was closer than 
last year’s 108-66 ring-night de- 
bacle against Chicago, but that 
will offer little consolation. — 

Shaquille O'Neal didn't score in 
the first half and finished with 
nine points for Miami, getting on- 
Jy six shots from the floor. 

In Salt Lake City, Tracy Mc- 
Grady scored 47 points and the 
Houston Rockets got a litle re- 
venge for last season's opening- 
round playoff loss by beating the 
Utah Jazz, 106-95. a 

Mike James added 15 points 
and Chuck Hayes had 13 re- 
bounds for the Rockets, who im- 
proved to 2-0 under new coach 
Rick Adelman and have yet to 
play a home game. к 

Carlos Boozer һай 30 points 
and 16 rebounds, and Mehmet 
Okur finished with 16 points and 
10 boards for Utah, but after 
dominating the first quarter the 
Jazz tapered off in the second and 

never recovered. i 

In Seattle, Amare 
Stoudemire һай 
23 points and 
11rebounds as 


Chicago not trading for Kobe, says GM 


EL SEGUNDO, CALIFORNIA—CHICAGO 
Bulls general manager John Paxson put an 
emphatic end to weeks of rumors and spec- 
ulation with one definitive statement 
‘Thursday. 


the — Phoenix 


kind of put it to rest now" 

The rumor mill was cranked up to full 
speed Wednesday with reports that the Lak- 
ers, Bulls and Sacramento Kings had almost. 
completed a three-team trade. 

He said Kobe Bryant would notbetraded Bryant would have ended up in Chicago 
from the Lakers to the Bulls anytime soon. іп that scenario and the Lakers would have 

"There's not a deal done,” Paxson toldre- received Ben Wallace from the Bulls and 
porters in Chicago, “There's not going to be Ron Artest from the Kings. 

а deal done. All the things that were out — Whar's more, a story on ESPN.com sug- 
there were really unfair to all of us who gested the Bulls were willing to include 
were trying to do our jobs. The misinforma- budding superstar Luol Deng in а deal for 
tion I think gets in the way of the process. Bryant. However, Bryant was against such a 
It’s just such a complicated thing and we deal because he did not wish to be dealt toa 


team gutted by the trade, 

Bryant is the only player in the NBA 
whose contract includes a no-trade clause. 

He demanded to be traded during a se- 
ries of radio appearances in May, voicing 
his frustrations over the Lakers’ first-round 
playoff ouster. 

‘The Lakers have attempted to grant his 
wish, The Bulls were the most aggressive 
suitors, Lakers coach Phil Jackson con- 
firmed earlier this week. 

Bryant said Thursday he has kept up with the 
trade talk if only to keep his teammates abreast 
of the developments. NYT News Service 


Sonics, 106-997 
Steve Nash 
IL had 18 points 
E and 12 
sists, while 
veteran ^ 
‚ Grant Hill 
f added 13 
ints, six rÈ 
bounds and 
UDONIS Haslem (right) andthe five assists in his Suns debut. 
Heat try—butfail—to stop Tayshaun Seattle's Kevin Durant, the sec- 
Princeand the Pistons. res ond overall pick, had 27 points. AP 
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Harry stuns US pug, gains semis 


By Dennis U. Eroa 
Inquirer Libre 


CHICAGO, _ ILLINOIS—LIGHT-FLY- 
weight Harry Tafiamor whipped up a 
storm as he stunned American won- 
der Luis Yanez, 17-7, to barge into 
the International Amateur Boxing 
Association World Boxing Champi- 
onships semifinals Thursday at the 
University of Illinois-Chicago Pavil- 
ionhere. 

‘The shocker of a win assured Tafiamor, 
the remaining member of the original 
seven-man RP-PLDT:Smart boxing team 
still in contention, of the bronze medal in 
this biennial slugfest serving as a qualify- 
ing tournament for the 2008 Beijing 
Olympics. 

‘Tafiamor, an Army sergeant, also won 
the bronze medals during the 2001 and 
2003 World Championships held in 
Belfast, Ireland, and Bangkok, Thailand, 
respectively. 

But his victory over the 19-year-old 
ace from Duncanville, Texas was the 
sweetest in a career that already included 
stints in the Olympics, Southeast Asian 
Games and the Asian Games. 

"This is а night to remember” said 
тайатог “ГЇ never forget this one.” 

Tafiamor, who is the most senior mem- 
ber of the national team at 29, added that 
he was motivated by his desire to avenge 
the setback suffered by close friend and 
roommate Violito Payla at the hands of 
Rau'shee Warren during the round of 16 
last Wednesday. 

To make the gold-medal match, 
Tafiamor а native of Zamboanga City 
must hurdle Thai sensation Anmat Ruen- 
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HARRY Tafiamor (left) mixes it up with American Luis Yanez. 


roeng in the semifinals slated Friday 
evening. Ruenroeng, who took over the 
mande by veteran and longtime 
Tafiamor rival Suban Pannon, trashed 
Armenian Danielyan Hovhannes, 18-6, 
in another quarterfinal showdown. 
Using his speed and movement, 
‘Tafiamor came out on fire against Yanez, 


the reigning Pan American Games titlist. 
‘The Filipino pug piled up points with 
body biows against the startled Yanez to 
take a commanding 12-5 lead halfway 
through the bout witnessed by a sizeable 
crowd which included a spirited group of 
Filipinos. 

Slick and perfect with his timing, 


mp M ы. 
MANNY ZAMBRANOICONTRBUTOR 


‘Tafiamor opened a huge, 15-5 lead in the 
third round as Yanez became desperate. 
"When I went ahead, I knew that 
‘Yanez would have trouble finding his 
rhythm and by the end of the second 
round, I was in total control of the 
match,” said Tafiamor, who dedicated his 
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Pangilinan, chair of PLDT-Smart. 

Egged on by the crowd, Yanez tried to 
pin down Tafiamor, but the Filipino skirt- 
ed around the ring to preserve the victo- 


у 

"Harry boxed perfectly. He had the ex- 
perience and the skills to neutralize 
Yanez,” said head coach Patricio Gaspi. 
Gaspi noted that Tafiamors hit and run 
tactic prevented Yanez. from doing much 
damage. 

But even with the loss, Yanez had al- 
ready booked a slot to Beijing by virtue of 
making it this far in the tournament. Не 
joins Taiiamor, Ruenroeng, Hovhannes 
and four other boxers to the Olympics. 
Others who qualified in light-flyweight 
class are Ukraine's Georgiy Chygayev, 
Francés Nordine Oubaali, Ireland's 
Patrick Bames and defending champion 
Zou Shiming. 

‘Amateur Boxing Association of the 
Philippines Manny T. Lopez said the vic- 
tory gave credence to the decision of the 
association to field Taftamor despite his 
age. 

“4, for one, believe that Harry remains 
deadly as ever" Lopez said. “He is in 
great shape as proven by his victory. [We 
are] proud of Harry's achievement.” 

Meanwhile, the RP-PLDT-Smart team 
will бу to San Francisco on Sunday to 
compete in an invitational tournament 
spearheaded by Filipino-American com- 
munity leaders, 

Bantamweight Joan Tipon, feather- 
weight Charly Suarez, light-welterweight 
Delfin Boholst, welterweight Willie 
Lopez and flyweight Violito Payla are ex- 
pected to see action in the two-day box- 


victory to boxing godfather Manny М ing extravaganza. 


Que drops to 9th 
place after a 73 


SINGAPORE—THE PHILIPPINES’ 
Angelo Que dropped from solo 
fourth place to joint ninth after a 
73 in the second round of the $4- 
million Singapore Open Friday. 

Que fell to six strokes off US 
Open champion Angel Cabrera, 
who fired a sizzling 63 even as 
defending champion Adam 
Scott ominously made his 
charge up the leaderboard. 

‘The burly Argentine reeled in 
nine birdies against a lone bo- 
gey at the Sentosa Golf Club's 
Serapong Course to lead by two 
shots from little-known Ameri- 
can Jin Park, who returned a 70 
to go with his opening round 
66. 

Cabrera was eight-under par 
for the day and the tournament 

¿on 134 following hasty 
overnight repairs to his driver 
after the head worked its way 
loose on Thursday. 

But world number four Ernie 
Els had a horror day and is in 
danger of missing the сш. His 
fate will be decided on Saturday 

„with 37 players unable to finish 


the round due to bad light. 

Australian world number 
four Scott, who is gunning for a 
third consecutive Singapore 
victory, holed four birdies on 
the back nine to sit in third on 
five under 

Juvic Pagunsan improved 
from 24th place to joint 19th 
with another even-par round. 

But Mars Pucay, who was in 
joint 11th place after an open- 
ing-round 70, tumbled to 24th 
spot in a tie with eight others as 
he went two-over par. 

Anthony Fernando, also in 
11th place after the first round, 
did not finish his round. 

Englands Lee Westwood, 
who has six top-10 finishes in 
his last seven events, stroked a 
67 to be joint fourth with little- 
known Australian Gavin Flint. 

World number two Phil Mick- 
elson struggled to match his ex- 
ploits on day one and ended оп 
two under, six behind Cabrera 
in a group that also includes KJ 
Choi and Vijay Singh. AR Asian 
Tour News 


Obosa rules Hitachi 
Criterium Dagupan leg 


VETERAN TOUR CAMPAIGN- 
er Erickson Obosa broke away 
from a four-way scramble to 
the finish to rule the 
Open Pro division of the Hi 
tachi National Criterium 
Grand Prix in Dagupan City 
last weekend, 

Carrying the colors of Pitaki 
Boyz, Obosa rode furiously in 
the last 50 meters to beat team- 
mate Adrian Malanum to the 
finish line in front of the famed. 
Matutina Restaurant. 


‘Tarlac pride Anthony Miran- 
da pedaled to solo third place 


Alipio Fernandez Jr. Cup. 
Grizzled rider Ruel Gendra- 
no of the Excellent Jonchi Cy- 
ding team topped the Elite 
Masters division, with Hubert. 
Hubs and Wheels teammates 
Hector Padilla and Oscar Espir- 
itu settling for second and 
third, respectively. On the other 
hand, Sherwin Carrera of the 
Pitald Boyz took sprint honors. 


ex 


By Romina S. Austria. 


‘THAI IMPORT LITHAWAT KESINEE DELIV- 
егей another powerful show to tow Ateneo 
past Adamson, 25-19, 21-25, 25-21, 25-21, 
and give the Lady Eagles the second semifi- 
nal berth in the 2007 Shakey’s V-League 
women's volleyball second 
conference at The Arena in San 
Juan yesterday. 

Kesinee uncorked another 
30-plus point performance 
spiked with 26 kills as the two- 
time Southeast Asian Games 
campaigner led the Lady Eagles 
to their fourth win in five 
games. 

The victory gave Ateneo the 
second semis seat, following 
unbeaten San Sebastian Col- 
lege's entry last Tuesday. 

The loss dropped Adamson 
to fourth place with a 3-2 mark. 

In the second game, Lyceum remained in 
the hunt for one of the three remaining 
semis slots after besting La Salle in five sets, 
25:23, 25-21, 22-25, 20-25, 15-11. 

Needing to sweep their last three matches 
to force at least a playoff, the Lady Pirates 
leaned on Sherrilyn Carrillo, Jane Jarin and 
Beverly Boto who combined for 46 points. 

It was the Lady Pirates first win after four 


ssc 
Ateneo 
UST 
Adamson. 
FEU 

La Sale 
Lyceum 
Letran 


STANDINGS 


‘GAMES TOMORROW 
(The Arena) 
3pm—Latran 
vs Lyceum 
5 p.m—UST vs Adam- 
son 


Thai Kesinee powers 
Lady Eagles anew 


ч 
4 
4 
3 
з 
2 
1 

1 


L 
0 
1 
à 
2 
2 
з 
4 
5 


losses while handing the Lady 
‘Archers, whom they beat in 
the battle for third place last 
conference, a 1-3 card. 
Charo Soriano played true 
to form for Ateneo and deliv. | 
егей 14 attacks to back up 
Kesinee, who also 
showed her defen- 
sive prowess with 3 
nine blocks. 
Bea Pascual, 
Denise Acevedo, J 
Patricia — Taganas 
and Karla Bello | 
0 combined for 22 e 
points for the Lady _ єй 
Eagles, who proved E 
steadier in the one 
hour, 40-minute en- 
counter. 
Guest player Neriza 
Bautista dished out a 
21-point job for Adamson, which 
also drew 14 points from Rissa 
Laguilles and 10 points from An- 
gela Benting. 
University of Santo Tomas and 
Adamson clash at 5 p.m. tomorrow 
for the third semis berth. Letran is out 
of the running following its fifth con- * 
secutive loss Tuesday. 


e 
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NERIZÁ Bautista (right) ; 
delivers 21 points огл; _ 
„Adamson. -= Jovi DuASNIE 


Alonso ends ‘controversial’ stint with McLaren 


MADRID, SPAIN—FORMER TWO-TIME 
Formula One champion Fernando Alonso 
has left the McLaren team, Spanish media 
reported Friday. 

Spanish daily EI Mundo reported on its Web 
site (wwwelmundo.es) that Alonso, who 
joined the team at the start of this year, and 
McLaren had confirmed the split 

‘The Spaniard had two years left on his con- 
tract with the British-based team. McLaren 
had no immediate comment. 

Spanish media reported that Alonso's rep- 
resentative Luis Garcia Abad and a lawyer had 


negotiated the 26-year-old's departure in talks 
at the McLaren headquarters in Woking on 
‘Thursday and Friday morning. 

‘Abad reached a deal with McLaren team 
chief Ron Dennis under which the driver does 
not have to pay anything for rescinding his 
contract with the Mercedes-powered team, 
Europa Press reported. 

‘Alonso finished the season in third place 
tied on points with rookie teammate Lewis 
Hamilton. 

"The 26-year-old Spaniard has had a contro- 
versial year with McLaren which has seen him 


at loggerheads with Dennis and Hamilton for 
much of the season and it had been widely ex- 
pected he would move on. 

His former employers at Renault have ex- 
pressed their interest in taking him back, but 
Marca said Alonso might prefer to sign up for 
a smaller team with a view to eventually find- 
ing an opening at Ferrari. 

‘Alonso saw his hopes of winning a third 
straight world title vanish in the final Grand Prix 
of the season in Brazil last month with Ferraris 
Kimi Raikkonen taking the prize away from him. 
and teammate Hamilton. Reuters, АР AFP 


Pinoy earns chance to carry Beijing Olympics torch 


<BEIJING—A FILIPINO. MARKETING 


"manager and an American who works 
‘with Chinese orphans are among eight 
‘foreigners living in China who have been 
Zpicked to join the 2008 Beijing Olympic 
torch relay across the country, organiz- 
ters said Friday. 
+! Filipino Marcos Antonio Torres, a mar- 
keting manager in Beijing, launched an on- 
line campaign to appeal for votes. He said 
dc made him a celebrity in his homeland. 
"It started out with one e-mail which 
forwarded to people in my address book. 
After that, I wrote а blog, and then a day or 


two after Неге were over 1,000 blogs 
about my appeal,” he told The Associated 
Press. 

“Then I went to the Philippines for na- 
tional holidays and Iwas invited by TV and 
radio, In fact, it wasn't just any TV and ra- 
dio shows, I appeared on the No. 1 radio 
station in the Philippines,” he said. 

American Jenny Bowen, from San Fran- 
cisco, lives in Beijing and runs a foundation 
to help Chinese orphans. The foundation's 
Hong Kong office said she was in the Unit- 
ed States and not immediately available 
for comment. 


‘The runners were picked from among 
262 applicants in a contest organized by 
Chinese computer maker and Olympic 
sponsor Lenovo Group and the govern- 
ment newspaper China Daily. Each will 
carry the torch for 200 meters on Chinese 
soil. The other winners come from India, 
Venezuela, Germany, Russia, Japan and 
Colombia. 

Other winnet 

—Meena Barot, from India, a business 
manager in the northem Chinese city of 
Shijiazhuang. 

—Yoshitoshi Mizuya, from Nagano, 


Japan, chairman of a Beijing-based com- 
puter company. 

—Luis Hong-Sanchez, from Colombia, a 
student in the southern Chinese city of 
Zhuhai. 

—Yury Ilyakhin, from Moscow, general 
manager ofa Beijing information technolo- 
gy company. 

— Deirdre Smyth, who has dual Brit 
Venezuelan nationality, a graphic designer 
in Beijing. 

—Werner Ebel, from Berlin, a civil engi- 
meer in the central Chinese city of 
Zhengzhou. AP 


EFREN “Bata” Reyes’ ability to tuck the cue ball into difficult corners 
no longer sends RTT 
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These days, players simply 
jump’ past venerable Bata 


By Musong R. Castillo 


ASIDE FROM FATHER TIME TELLING 
him that he's lost some of the touch 
that made him a Hall of Famer, Efren 
"Bata" Reyes believes that one very 
accepted piece of equipment has giv- 
en the other players an advantage 


over him—the jump cue. 


“1 was really unbeatable in the 
1980s,” Reyes, 53 and a grandfather to 
a girl and a boy told a handful ofscribes 
in Filipino yesterday during the most 
recent launch of the 2007 World Pool 


spionships. 
“That was because I can play any 
safety shot and give my opponents 
а hard ше” Reyes Ше 1999 
world champ, added. “At 
this day and age, no 


че 


китото 


amount of cover (on the cue ball) can 


give you an advantage, because players 
can just jump the balls and hit their tar- 


ges" 


day at the Araneta Coliseum. 


sign of old age, continued. 


“1 feel double the pressure I felt last. 
year, because everyone—Filipinos in- 


Morris, Chamat WORLD POOL CHAMPIONSHIP 


lead world’s bid NEN Finn declares | 


vs RP cue stars 


RODNEY MORRIS AND MAR- 
сиз Chamat will spearhead the 
International team in the 
Kabayan World 9-Ball Chal- 
Tenge: Philippines vs. Rest of 
the World set Nov. 12-13 at the 

lipiniana Hotel in Calapan 
City in Oriental Mindoro. 

Morris and Chamat are also 
seeing action in the World Pool 
Championships beginning to- 
day at the Araneta Coliseum. 

“Any Filipino professional cue 
artist is hard to beat,” said Mor- 
ris, a former US Open and World 
Pool League champion. “But no- 
body's unbeatable in this game." 

Chamat, who is married to а 
Filipina, is a veteran of several 
team competitions, being a 
mainstay of Team Europe in the 
Mosconi Cup. 

He won the World Summit of 
Pool in 2005, a year after stop- 
ping Marlon Manalo in the quar- 
terfinals of the World Pool 
‘Championship in Taipei. 


He will meet Manalo anew in 
Calapan City The snooker ace 
willbe the chief mate of reigning 
world champion Ronnie Alcano 
in the Team Philippines, which 
also includes 2006 Asian Games 
gold medalist Antonio Gabica, 
1998 Asian Games gold medal- 
ist Gandy Valle and Manny Pac- 
quiao International 9-Ball Open 
winner Jeffrey De Luna. 

‘The other players in the Inter- 
national team are Darren Apple- 
ton of England, Karl Boyes of the 
United Kingdom and John Hig- 
gins of Scotland. 

Appleton is the world's top 
ranked English 8-Ball Pool play- 
er while Boyes is the 2004 World 
Cup singles champion. 

Higgins, on the other hand, is 
a legend in snooker with three 
‘world titles. 

‘The winning team will receive 
$20,000 while the losing team 
will go home with $10,000. 
Marlon Bernardino, Contributor 


Acaba leads Negros pool qualifiers 

VETERAN CAMPAIGNER AND BILLIARDS AND SNOOKER CONGRESS 
‘of the Philippines (BSCP) founding president Edgar “Malabon” Acaba. 
trounced Florencio Banar, 7-5, to join five others in the main draw of the 
Negros Oriental international 9-Ball Championships at the AMF Puyat Bil- 
Кага Hall in Libis, Quezon City. Aside from Acaba, the main draw on Nov. 
14-17 at the Dumaguete Convention Center includes Elvis Calasang, 
Elmer Haya, Leonardo Didal, Naoyuki Oi of Japan and Chung Chien-te of 
Taiwan. Efren” Bata" Reyes, Francisco "Django" Bustamante, Alex Pagu- 
layan, Ronato Alcano, Dennis Orcollo, Warren Kiamco, Lee Vann Corteza 
and Ramil Gallego have been seeded. The four-day event offers a total pot 


prize of $61,400, with the champion 
will settle for $10,000. 


getting $20,000 while the runner-up 
‘Marlon Bernardino, Contributor 


title race wide open 


By Musong В. Castillo 


MIKA IMMONEN, THE FINN WHO WAS 
‘world champion in 2001, was quite bold 
in his assessment on who the man to 
beat would be when the World Pool 
Championships open today. 

"Aside from myself, without a doubt, it 
would have to be Shane Van Boening,” Im- 
monen told the Ingumer yesterday during the 
final launch of the $400,000 event that gets 
off the ground at фе Araneta Coliseum this 
moming. 

“Не has been so hot and on such a roll that 
it would be interesting to see how he sustains 
it," Immonen, one of several great names see- 
ing action, added. "Its still be a wide-open 
race, but Shane will definitely be taking great 
form (into the tournament).” 

Van Boening’s name actually surfaced in 
many interviews yesterday, including those 
from defending champion Ronnie Alcano 
and Efren "Bata" Reyes of the Philippines. 

‘The reigning US Open champion has been 
having a great year, to say the least, as he 
seeks to win a third major title after also 
claiming the World 10-ball tide and finishing 
second in the World Summit of Pool and the 
BCA Open in May. 

Boening, who doesnt see action until 
‘Tuesday, beat Alcano in the US Open Finals. 

^1 don't think there's any clear favorite 
here,” said Boening, a 24-year-old native of 
Sioux Falls in South Dakota who wears a 
hearing aid and talks with a slight slur “Be- 
cause the best players in the world are here 


IN HIS book, Mika Immonen lists himself as among the favorites. 


and you can't take anyone lightly" 

‘Alcano, who won last year by nipping 
Reyes first and then humbling German Ralf 
‘Souquet in the Finals, debuts against Saeed 
Al-Mutawa of the United Arab Emirates in 
опе of the 10:30 a.m. matches. 

Reyes, whose win here in 1999 sparked a 
billiards boom in the country, also gets going 
at 10:30 am. against Japanese qualifier 
Kenichi Uchigaki in Group 6 action, an as- 
signment he hopes to win handily to take the 
jitters away. 

“It would be very hard, but I will пу my 
best for my country” Alcano told the confer- 
‘ence in Filipino. Alcano's goal is to also be- 
come the first player in the history of the 
event to win it two years straight. 


Brazilians end Ilustre, Pascua beach run : 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


THE PHILIPPINES’ BEACH VOL- 
leyball bets Heidi Ilustre and Di- 
ane Pascua bumped into and lost 
to heavyweight Brazilian spikers 
to settle for 17th place in the 
‘Thailand Beach Volleyball Open, 
the last leg of the 2007 World 
‘Tour, in Phuket. 

‘The RP pair, trying to beat a 
path to the 2008 Beijing Games, 
fished 120 points out of the tour- 
nament and is expected to surge 


into the provisional Olympic list 
which qualifies the world’s top 24. 

Presently at No. 41 in the 
‘world, the Filipinos bowed to the 
power-hitting tandem of heavily 
favored Brazilian sisters Carolina 
and Ma. Cristina Salgado, 21-14, 
22-20. 

‘They won over Cuba, 23-21, 
19-21, 15-11, in the main draw 
last Thursday to stay alive after 
absorbing a 21-19, 18-21, 8-15 
defeat at the hands of another 
Brazilian рай, fifth-seeded Renata 


While a late medal rush is expected by the 
Philippines in the final day Saturday, the hoop 


and Talita, 21-19, 18-21, 8-15, 
earlier that day. 

Up next is a Hong Kong Chal- 
lenger event which will serve as fi 
mal tune-up before Pascua and 
lustre compete in the Southeast 
Asian Games in Thailand in De- 
cember. 

The Philippines bagged the 
bronze during the 2005 SEAG be- 
hind two Thai teams, but the RP 
pair is confident their stints in the 
World Tour prepared them 


Tustre and Pascua were also 
bronze medalists during the 2006 
Doha Asian Games. 

They still have enougli chances 
of barging into the Olympic round 
next year playing in the eight legs 
of the World Tour prior to the 
Olympics in August. 

‘At present, the country has six 
athletes assured of Olympic slots: 
‘Swimmers Miguel Molina, Ryan 
Arabejo and JB Walsh, taekwon- 
dos Tshomlee Go, boxer Hany 
enough towin the gold medal.  Tañamor and archer Mark Javier. 


RP gets three shots at muay thai gold 


MACAU—THE PHILIPPINES SENT A THIRD 


India via unanimous decision in the flyweight 
fighter into the gold medal rounds of muay 


semifinals and will face Chan Kai Tik of Hong 


Reyes, who is ruing the legalization 
of the jump cue in the last decade, is 
one of 15 Filipinos entered in the elite 
128-man field vying for $400,000 in 
prize money in the event that starts to- 


And he didn't talk too brightly of his 
chances against the best of the world. 
He actually seemed to have found a 
way to downplay his chances the way 
he did last year, when he went on to 
lose in the semifinals to eventual cham- 
pion and countryman Ronnie Alcano. 
"Everyone has a chance of winning, 
because everyone has been playing reg- 
ularly and are on the top of their game,” 
Reyes, who said he aches all over as a 


cluded—wants a piece of me.” 

Reyes said that it would be very im-; 
portant to win his first match, just tot 
ease some of the pressure off. He also 
said that veterans like him don't have 
much of an advantage in the event 
since the phases are very short. 

“Td much prefer for the elimination 
round to be race-to-21 affairs instead of. 
race-to-9,” he said. “And if I don't win, 
my first match, then it's double the, 
pressure when I play again.” H 

The enigmatic man known all over, 
the globe as “The Magician” debuts 
against Japanese qualifier Kenichi Uchi-. 
gaki, one of seven foreigners he has in, 
'his group, in the 10:30 a.m. session. 

Asked by someone if he still had the: 
game to contend with the world’s best, 
arthritic fingers notwithstanding, Reyes 
putitin the right perspective: “Yes, I still 
have the game, but the others also have, 
their games, too, and believe me, 
they're all good.” Н 


титното/ 


“| think I have a fairly easy group, but you 
never can tell," he added. "All of them know 
how to play, and with the winners break for-- 
mat, you can never be too sure.” 

‘There will be a total of 128 players seeing 
action and most eyes have been fixed on ће" 
‘Taiwanese delegation, led by former champion" 
Wu Chia-ching, and the Filipinos until those in’ 
the know named Van Boening as the favorite. 

“But this will be the first time that he plays 
in Asia,” Immonen said. 

‘Wu, who was the youngest to win this- 
event at 16 in 2005, and 28-year-old Yang” 
Chinshun have been named by the Tai“ 


wanese interpreter as the best in their team, 
even if veteran and two-time winner Chao 
Fong-pao is also entered. 


| SPORTSWATCH . 


Р15-М ‘Bakbakan’ gets going ied 

COMPETITION IN THE BLOCKBUSTER NATIONAL FEDERATION OF 
Gamefowl Breeders (NFGB) National Bakbakan 10-stag derby resumes 
‘today at Pasig Square Garden with more than 80 fights on tap. As of 
yesterday, the intercockpit event which offers P15 million in guaranteed 
prizes has attracted more than 400 entries. 


SJC Cockers circuit unveils 5th leg 

THE SJC COCKERS CLUB 5-STAG DERBY TAKES CENTERSTAGE AT SAN 
Juan Coliseum today, with more than 80 fights slated. Today's fifth leg of 
the series will be supported by Sagupaan Complexor 3000. Meanwhile, 
the SJC also presents the eliminations of UGBA Heritage Cup National 9- 
stag derby on Nov. 5 and 7. For details, call 7255369 and 7256563. 


Roligon hosts Clean-Up stagfest 

NO LESS THAN P500,000 IN GUARANTEED PRIZE GOES TO THE WIN- 
ners today in Roligon Mega Cockpit's Clean-Up 4-stag derby which will 
feature some 90 fights. Host Rolly Ligon pegged the entry fee at only 
P8,800. In a related development, Riochi Saito and Abu Centeno will al- 


зо act as co-promoters of Roligon derbies beginning today. Saito and 


Centeno will host the Fastest Win One-Cock Ulutan on Nov. 6 with 
P300,000 at stake. For details, call 8512275 and 8529812. 


thai late Thursday and made a magnanimous 
gesture early Friday by withdrawing its 
chance for a fourth gold in the Macau 2nd 
Asian Indoor Games. 

Light welterweight Ruben Zumido downed 
Sengchanh Sivongsa of Laos via unanimous 
decision to earn the right to face Metta Khet- 
ток of Thailand, also a unanimous decision 
winner over Mustapha Yaghmour of Lebanon, 
in the finals set Saturday. 

Zumido!s victory gave the Philippines three 
chances at the gold medal, which earlier 
seemed slow in coming. 

A bronze from Catherine Perena in wom- 
en's individual rapid chess has provided the 
only bright mark for the Philippines so far in 
the medal tally since Saturday. 


sepak takraw team made official its bronze 
medal contribution with a 500-plus perfor- 
mance. The Philippines tied Indonesia for the 
bronze. 

"Thats it for us, but it was a worthy 


bronze,” Philippine Amateur Sepak Takraw’ 


Association (Pasta) president Mario Tanchan- 
co said. 

Roland Claro and Brent Velasco also scored 
highly impressive victories early Thursday 
with Velasco beating a bloodied Bounma 
Vongchampa of Laos via a third round knock- 
ош in their bantamweight semifinal fight. 

‘Velasco will face Supachai Payunhan ‘of 
‘Thailand, who beat Cham Kai Chung of Hong 
Kong in the other semifinal bout. 

Claro, meanwhile, defeated Albert Kujur of 


Kong, winner over Artit Mennoi of Thailand in 
their semis pairing. 

The triple victories prompted muay head of 
delegation Col. Antonio Mendoza to spare 
protest committee chair Robert Valdez, a Fil- 
ipino, from instigating further controversy 
that could arise from the Philippines protest. 
against Zaldy Laruan’s loss to Thai bet Kwang 
Khwang in the semifinals. 

Jury notes showed Laruan а 10-9 winner 
over the Thai fighter but a five-man board of 
judges favored Khwang with a unanimous de- 
‘cision. The Philippines withdrew the protest. 

Valdez, also the president of Muay Associa- 
tion of the Philippines (MAP), would have 
been caught in a tight space with the Philip- 
pine protest. 


MEMBERS and officials of the 100 Plus basketball team are all smiles. 
ighty Menthols, 72-66, in the XABL (Xavier Alumni 
Basketball League) finals at the Xavier School gym to emerge 
champion for the third time in four tournaments. 


ДУ е; 


Pacquiao to welcome WBC gab participants 
MANNY PACQUIAO WILL WELCOME PARTICIPANTS TO THE 45TH 
{World Boxing Council (WBC) Convention set Nov. 11-17 at the Manila. 
‘Hotel. Guests will include no less than WBC president Mauricio Su- 
Jaiman, who is scheduled to arrive in the country on Thursday. 


Hingis tests positive 
for cocaine, retires 


ZURICH, SWITZERLAND—MARTINA 
Hingis said Thursday she has been ac- 
cused of testing positive for cocaine at 
‘Wimbledon, and then announced her re- 
firement from professional tennis. 

2 Hingis, a five-time Grand Slam champion 
and former Wimbledon winner, denied using 
Cocaine. 

“I find this accusation so horrendous, so 
monstrous that Гуе decided to confront it 
head on by talking to the press,” she said. "I 
ám frustrated and angry. I believe that 1 am 
absolutely 100 percent innocent." 

Her voice broke as she fought back tears in 
reading the statement. 

The 27-year-old Swiss player lost in the 
third round at Wimbledon to Laura Granville, 
6-4, 6-2. 

Hingis said the positive test led to her retire- 
ment because she doesn't want to spend years 
fighting the case. Mario Widmer, Hingis’ man- 
ager, said he did not know why she waited un- 
til now to make the announcement. 

- Hingis returned to the sport two years ago 
‘after a four-year absence because of injuries. 
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On November 18, 2007, the first annual 
Health Urbanathlon'" 
of Fort Bonifacio Global City 


Men's 
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She won three straight Australian Open ti- 
tles from 1997-99, and Wimbledon and the 
US Open championships in 1997. She came 
within one match of winning the Grand Slam 
in 1997, losing only in the French Open final. 
On March 31, 1997, Hingis became the 
‘youngest female player ever to lead the world 
Tankings. She was 16 years, 6 months and 1 
day at the time. She is currently ranked No. 19. 
Hingis, who lost in the third round of the 
US Open, hasn't played since her second- 
round loss to Peng Shuai of China, 7-5, 6-1, in 


Beijing on Sept. 19. 


Former top-ranked player Mats Wilander 
and Karel Novacek had positive tests for co- 
caine at the 1995 French Open. Both were 
banned for three months and ordered to re- 
tum prize money and forfeit rankings points. 

Hingis said she was accused by “an out- 
source testing company” of taking cocaine 
during Wimbledon. She said she was 
“shocked and appalled” when notified that 
her urine sample came back positive. 

"They say that cocaine increases self-confi- 
dence and creates a type of euphoria,” she 


said ina statement. "I don't know. I only know 
that if were to try to hit the ball while in any 
state of euphoria, it simply wouldn't work. 

“I would think that it would be impossible 
for anyone to maintain the coordination re- 
quired to play top class tennis while under the 
influence of drugs. And I know one other 
thing would personally be terrified of tak- 
ing drugs.” 

Hingis said she later underwent a privately 
arranged hair test which came back negative 
for cocaine. The official backup “В” sample 
test on her Wimbledon urine sample, howev- 
ez tested positive for the drug. 

Hingis said she hired an attomey who 
found “Various inconsistencies” with the urine 
sample taken during Wimbledon. 

"Т һауе no desire to spend the next several 
years of my life reduced to fighting against the 
doping officials,” she said. "The fact is that itis 
more and more difficult for me, physically, to 
keep playing at the top of the game. 

“And frankly, accusations such as these 
don't exactly provide me with motivation to 
even make another attempttodoso.” АР 
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MCC chess November edition starts today 

THE NOVEMBER EDITION OF THE МОС 1850 BELOW ACTIVE CHESS 

reels off at 11 a.m. today and the Executive 1900 below blitz at 1:30 p.m. to- 
morrow at the upper 2F of St. Francis Square in Mandaluyong City. Both one- 
day events will award P4,000 to the champions. For details, call 8268560. 


HINGIS: Shocked, appalled, sherri кануны! Lr 


PARIS—DAVID NALBANDIAN BEAT ROGER 
Federer for the second time in less than two 
weeks on Thursday, eaming a 6-4, 7-6 (3) vic- 
tory in the third round of the Paris Masters. 

The result evened the series between the 
two 8-8 and ended Federer's streak of reach- 
ing the final in eight straight touma- 
ments—going back to May. 

“It’s not easy being aggressive against him 
when you're 10 feet behind the baseline,” said 


will hit the streets 


Men's Health Urbanathlon and Festival is a city-based 


multi-di: 


iplinary race that will have men and women 


running and scrambling through urban obstacles. By 
incorporating urban landmarks. this one-of-a-kind event 


will bring out the (urban) warrior from ea 


h competitor! 


fter the dust has settled, unwind and relax 
at the URBANATHLON Festival and 


celebrate the Men's Health lifestyle! It's 


about 


nd tons of 


take home 
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For race details, visi 


Registration Fee 


MEN'S CATEGORY: 


Federer, who lost to the Argentine in the final 
of the Madrid Masters on Oct. 21. 

"He's got a phenomenal backhand and can 
dictate play from both sides,” said Federer, 
who lost for the eighth time this season. 
Guillermo Canas and Rafael Nadal also have 
beaten Federer twice each while Novak 
Djokovic and Filippo Volandri also have beat- 
en the Swiss star. 

“Lwish conditions were a bit faster because 


place - бит pack 
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WOMEN'S CATEGORY: 


Nalbandian boots out Federer again 


indoors is supposed to be fast,” Federer said, 
“Not here, I gues: 
Nalbandian didn't complain. 
“Well, it’s different,” Nalbandian said. 
“Over there (in Madrid) it's a little faster" 
He next plays David Ferrer, who advanced 
er beating 12th-seeded Tomas Berdych 6-4, 
6-2. After beating Federer in Madrid, Nalban- 
dian was eliminated in the first round of last 
week's event in Basel, Switzerland. AP 


FORT BONIFACIO GLOBAL CITY 


TEAM CATEGORY: 

1st place - P10.000 + medal 

ind place - P7,000 + medal 

3rd place -P5.000 - medal 
ift pack + medal 

5th place - Gilt pack + теда! 


to participate in the SF Urbanathlon on April 2008. 
airfare and hotel accommodation for the w 
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Quarter-point cut in BSP rates seen 
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STOCK MARKET 


Asian stocks slide 


HONG KONG—ASIAN STOCKS 
slid more than 2 percent yester- 
day led by financial shares after 
broker downgrades of US bank- 
ing glant Citigroup sparked wor- 
ries about further fallouts from 
credit market problems. 

Those concerns dampened ap- 
petite for riskier assets, boosting 


PSE COMPOSITE INDEX 
‘OCTOBER 


(Gee stock market report on Page B2) 


safe-haven Japanese government bonds and were seen weighing 


оп European stocks, where financial bookmakers are expecting falls 
of close to 1 percent for the three major European stock indexes. 
Caution ahead of the influential US employment report due later 
in the day kept the low-yielding yen from making further substan- 
tial headway and helped oil and gold steady from overnight falls. 
Tokyo's Nikkei average ended 2.1 percent lower, while MSCI's. 
measure of other Asia Pacific stocks shed 2.4 percent. 
Justa day earlier, the MSCI index touched an all-time high be- 
ASIAN/B3 
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Monetary Board to meet on Nov. 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


AMERICAN FINANCIAL GIANT CITIGROUP 
sees the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas further slash- 
ing its benchmark interest rates by 25 basis points 
during its policy-making Monetary Board's Nov. 


15 meeting. 

In a recent commentary, Citi- 
groups Philippine economist 
Jun Trinidad, said: "The (pre- 
Vailing) high real interest rate 
setting remains a drag to the re- 
al economy" 

The BSP slashed its overnight 
rates for the second time this year 
in October to 5.75 percent for 
overnight borrowing and 7.75 
percent for overnight lending. 


"Further policy rate easing to 
a record nominal low of 5.5 per- 
cent (for overnight borrowing) 
will help lower real interest 
rates—a major deterrent to in- 
vestment — spending and 
growth,” Trinidad said. 

“We expect the rate cutting 
cycle to end this quarter unless 
inflation risk surprises further 
on the downside,” he said. 


Citigroup sees a four-quarter 
lag before high interest rates 
take their toll on the real econo- 
my, noting that the high real in- 
terest rate setting had been in 
place since the first half of this 
year. 

“The muted risk of excess liq- 
uidity and strong currency pass- 
through should sustain benign 
inflation conditions despite up- 
beat growth momentum," 
Trinidad said. 

Lackluster costpush pres- 
sures alongside sharply deceler- 
ating broad money growth and 
modest wage adjustments, he 
said, would provide scope for 
the Monetary Board to follow 
through with another quarter- 


RP seeks bigger grant from US 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE PHILIPPINES HAS REITERAT- 
ed its request for the US government 
to increase the grant coming from 
Millennium Challenge Corp. (MCC) 
to $300 million by next year 
Finance Secretary Margarito 
Teves said the request was made at 


It is not so much where we stand but in what direction we are moving. 


NASA WTEND 
P^ RM SWERTE No 


—4 


15 


point rate cut in November fol! 
lowing its 25 basis-point policy 
rate cut last Oct. 4. 1 
Despite the seasonal pressure 
for slightly higher inflation risk 
in the fourth quarter due 0 
Christmas retail spending as 
well as oil price pressure, Citi 
group sees the monthly infla 
tion remaining well below 3 
percent, comparing favorably 
with the government's annual 
inflation commitment of 4-5, 
percent. 
But while Citigroup sees the 
BSP cutting its rates anew this, 
month, the financial giant saith 
this could be the final phase of the 
SPS interest rate-easing cycle. 
QUARTEK-POINT/B2 
Ti TRIS ISSUE] 


[o taema 


the sidelines of the 40th Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund and World 
Bank Annual Meetings held last 
Oct. 19-22 in Washington. 

The Philippines received $21 mil- 
lion in grant from the MCC last year. 
‘The amount of grant was consistent 
with the country's acceptance into 
the "threshold" category of recipi- 


ent countries. 
The MCC provides grants to quali- 
fied countries once every two years. 
“Teves said the Department of Finance 
was hoping that the Philippines 
would graduate to the “compact” lev- 
el by next year to avail itself of the 

corresponding $300-million grant. 
RP SEEKS/83 


m PNOC-EC 
to give up ž 
control 
over 


projects /B2 


© TOYOTA 


“moving forward > 
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“ans Bank, a medi- 
.um-sized commer- 
‘cial bank owned by 
Filipino war veter- 


zi ans and their heirs, 


posted a 55-percent 


year-on-year growth 
in profit in the first 
nine months to 
P425.4 million. 

The January to 
September — profit 
was more than the 
P415 million posted 

* by the bank in the 
"whole of 2006. 

"It looks like Veter- 
sans Bank will surpass 
the PSO0-million in- 
come target бог 


By Elizabeth Sanchez-Lacson 


MALL AND PROPERTY DEVELOPER STA. 
Lucia Realty & Development Inc. is propos- 
ing to transfer the ownership of its P4.8-bil- 
lion mall in Cainta to listed holding firm 
and affiliate Zipporah Realty Holdings Inc. 
in exchange for the latter's shares. 

‘The proposed asset-shares swap is seen 
paving the way for a possible backdoor list- 
ing of Sta. Lucia Realty through the listed 
holding firm, industry sources said. 

Zipporah, which has been renamed Sta. 
Lucia Land Inc. (SLLD, is currently 20.9- 
percent owned by Sta. Lucia Realty, accord- 
ing to on an ownership report as of Sept. 30 
earlier filed with the Philippine Stock Ex- 
change (PSE). 

Last July 16, SLLI shareholders approved 
the increase in the authorized capital stock 
of the company from P2 billion to P16 bil- 
lion, and the subscription by Sta. Lucia Re- 
аку of P10 billion out of the P14 billion in 
additional capital. 

Sta. Lucia Realty plans to pay SLLI for the 


-— PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 


BUSINESS 
Sta. Lucia Realty proposes 
asset-shares swap with SLLI 


Cainta mall in exchange for P4B 
worth of holding firm’s shares 


the mall. In exchange, sources said, Sta. Lu- 
cia Realty. will get SLLI shares worth about 

P4 billion. 
The sources said the effect of the capital 
increase and subscription on Sta. Lucia Re- 
in SLLI has yet to be deter- 


The planned increase in capital stock is 
awaiting the approval of the Securities and 
Exchange Commission (SEC). 

The Cainta mall has been appraised by 
Cuervo Appraisers Inc. at P4.8 billion. It is 
presently mortgaged to Banco de Oro-EPCI 
Inc. and Bank of the Philippine Islands to 
secure Sta. Lucia Realty's obligations worth 
about P800 million. 

SLLI has been authorized by its board to 
assume SLR's obligations that were backed 
by the mall. 

SLLI's board also approved a plan to offer. 
additional company shares next year. The 
terms of the offer have yet to be approved 
by the board. 

‘Sources said the planned offering was in- 
tended to raise capital for the company’s 
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2007," PVB president 
Ricardo Balbido Jr. 
said in a statement, 
Income as of end- 
September grew by 7 
percent to P1.88 bil- 
lion from Р176 bil- 
jon in the same peri- 
od last year. Total ex- 
penses fell by 1.5 per- 
«cent to P1.459 billion. 
The profit in- 
crease was attribut- 
ed to treasury trad- 
ing activities, trust 
fees and well-con- 
tained operating 
costs, the bank said. 
PVBs resources 
«rose to P31.73 billion 
as of end-September, 


subscription with certain assets, including expansion. 
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_ percent from year-ago 
‚ devel while the capital 
‘adequacy ratio based 
on the Basel 2 frame- 
work was 23.52 per- 
cent. Doris Dumlao 


PNOC-EC to give up control over projects 


EMPIRE EAST TO DEVELOP SAN LORENZO PLACE 

Empire East Land Holdings chair Andrew Tan (center) and Asia Pacific Consolidated 
Land Holdings chair Juanito Que shake hands to seal their agreement to jointly develop 
San Lorenzo Place, a mixed-use high-rise community on a |.33-hectare lot beside San 
Lorenzo Village. With them are (from left) Asia Pacific vice chair Francisco Alba, 
treasurer Bernardo Lichaytoo and president Jonathan Que. 
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“By Abigail L. Но 


; IN PREPARATION FOR ITS PLANNED 
privatization, PNOC Exploration 
~ Corp., a subsidiary of Philippine № 

_ tional Oil Co., will have to let go of its 

control over the proposed Batangas- 

„Manila (BatMan1) and Bataan-Mani- 
71а BatMan2) pipeline projects. 

PNOC-EC president Rafael Del 

zPilar said the state-owned firm 

would still be involved in the 

; pipeline projects in the future, but 
most likely to a lesser degree. 

27. "The BatMan projects are not 
compatible with our privatization. 
Виш we'll still be involved, although 

jot to the extent that we were years 
"ago," he told the INQUIRER. 
‘The responsibility of bidding the pro- 


jeas out to prospective contractors 
‘would be transferred to PNOC, he said, 
with PNOC-EC most likely to play a role 
‘only in the projects implementation. 

“We expect PNOC to outsource to 
PNOC-EC.some of the responsibili- 
Чез that the projects entail,” he said. 

A number of foreign firms, includ- 
ing China's PetroChina Co. Ltd., Rus- 
sias Gazprom and Thailand's PTT 
Public Co. Ltd., have expressed in- 
terest in undertaking the 80-100- 
kilometer BatMan1 and 140-kilome- 
ternatural gas pipeline projects. 

In an earlier interview, PNOC presi- 
dent Antonio Cailao said the state 
firm had signed a memorandum of 
understanding with PTT for the con- 
duct of feasibility studies on various 
energy-related projects, including the 


BatMan1 and BatMan2 pipelines. 

This did not mean, however, that 
PTT would have the first crack at 
the project, he said. Other entities, 
such as PetroChina and Gazprom, 
could also bid for the projects. 

Del Pilar earlier said PetroChina had 
already seen some studies done on the 
pipeline project and had also conduct- 
ed its own preliminary studies. 

“Recently, the ones we have pre- 
sented the project to and that have 
expressed interest in the project in- 
clude PetroChina and Gazprom of 
Russia, who went to us and looked 
at the studies (on the pipeline pro- 
ject). They're just scouting for pro- 
jects. PetroChina has more ad- 
vanced studies and they're offering 
four definitive proposals," he said. 
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` Quarter-point cut in BSP rates seen 


"Despite prevailing benign inflation con- 

‚ ditions, we believe the uptrend in inflation 

“next year has firmed given strong demand 

coupled with an oil price outlook that con- 
‘tinues to edge up,” Trinidad said. 

3; "While we can argue strongly about the 

* neutralizing effect of exchange apprecia- 
tion, sustained hefty gains in domestic de- 
‘mand will continue to push actual growth 
beyond potential,” he said. 

Based on Citigroup's estimates, the 
Philippines actual domestic economic 
growth stood at 30 percent more than the. 
potential as of end-June. 

Т Using a time series analysis on the con- 
‘sumer price index, which measures the in- 
crease in average consumer prices based on 
Та basket of goods consumed by a typical 
household, Citigroup sees the country's in- 
flation rising to 3.6 percent to 3.7 percent 
by March to April next year. 

"This preview of next year's inflation esti- 
mates undershoot BSP's annual inflation 
commitment of 4-5 percent, suggesting 
‘that monetary accommodation might 
linger but bidding farewell to additional 

, policy rate cuts,” he said. 

1 Another policy rate cut in November, 
‘Trinidad said, would not derail the bank's 
strong currency outlook’ of 43-43.50 by 
“year’s end. 

He noted that market players were starting 
to anticipate robust yearend remittance flows 
“and capital-raising by corporations through 


the equity market while the third- 
quarter import season ended. 

“A weak US dollar environ- 
ment amid returning offshore 
portfolio flows augurs well for 
the peso. Economic news flow 


SUR 


Equivalent 
0.692569 


From page BI 


including fiscal-driven buoyant 
growth prospects, fiscal consoli- 
dation, record high gross inter- 
national reserves and lower ex- 
ternal debt ratios support on- 
shore risk appetite,” he said. 
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10 axioms 
of investing 


1. LOW RISK, LOW 
return; high risk, high 
return. 

2. Money grows 
faster through com- 
pound interest. 

3. Don't put all your 
eggs in one basket. 
4. Pay yourself first. 
5. Know your real re- 
turns after taxes, in- 
flation and the cost 
of your investment. 
6. Establish emer- 
gency funds and 
own adequate insur- 
ance before you in- 
vest. 

7. Have a clear goal 


INSURANCE FIRM PIONEER 
Life Inc. spends a lot of its time 
talking to different groups of 
Filipinos to encourage them to 
take out insurance either for 
themselves or their families. 
From these discussions, 
neer realized that Filipinos 
were hungry for financial infor- 
mation they can use, like how 
can they earn more from their 
money and not just depend on 
the paltry interest rates the 
banks would offer for their sav- 
ings accounts. 
Pioneer Life 
Coyukiat told the Inquimer that 
it was this realization that 
drove Pioneer to put in place 
early this year a financial liter- 
acy program it called “Pioneer 
Financial 
ordinary Filipinos to concepts 
other than deposit and with- 


jo- 


chair David 


less" to introduce. 


ance should be the foundation 
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a E drawal. investment product that will 
and defined time- Pioneer partners with cover such events as death, fire 
line before you: in- groups, such as parishes in ће and damage to property. life.” 
ты. provinces, to get people to ls After that, in- z 

: : ten to Pioneer experts for afew  vestors may con- 
8. Do not invest in һошз, and learn how they can sider pooled funds CORPORATE 
anything you do not become more “financially fit.” and, ultimately, to CITIZEN 


fully understand. 

9. Beware of the 
sales pitch: Good fi- 
nancial advisers 
guide you to make 
your decision; they 
will not tell you 
what to do or where 
to invest. 

10. Know when to 
quit if the invest- 
ment is not working 
for you. 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


LEADING ADVOCATES OF INTELLEC- 
tual property rights from across the 
globe—among them artists and crafts- 
men from indigenous tribes—would 
gather in Pasay City and are expected to 
come up with a “Manila Declaration” in 
support of their arts and handicraft. 

"The advocates will be attending the 
Business Opportunities 2008 and the 
First International Arts and Crafts Expo 
of the Asean Handicraft Promotion and 
Development Association (Ahpada) at 
the SMX Convention Center, from Nov. 
22to 25, Tourism Secretary Joseph Ace 
Durano said. 

“The Manila declaration would be 
authored by foreign and local artists, 


Microsoft sees more 
heroes coming out of RP 


Ву Riza T. Olchondra 


SEARCHING FOR SOFTWARE 
developers keen on helping 
nongovernment organizations 
(NGOs) is a tall task, but Mi- 
crosoft Philippines is up to the 
challenge. 

“Our vision at Microsoft is to 
enable Filipinos to reach their 
potential. With the Heroes Hap- 
pen Here (competition), we are 
following through on our com- 
mitment to spur local innova- 
tion and develop the local in- 
dustry by tapping into the skills 
of our developers,” said Mi- 
crosoft Philippines senior prod- 
uct manager Jojo Ayson. 

With the theme “IT Heroes,” 
the competition enjoins devel- 
opers to apply their skills and 
imagination in creating applica- 
tions that will provide real- 
world solutions in the local set- 
ting. 

Опе requirement is that the 
entries should use Microsoft 
products such as Visual Studio 
2008, Windows Server 2008 
and Microsoft SQL Server. 

Teams composed of three 
members each will be paired 
with an NGO who will collabo- 
rate with them in identifying 
the organization's needs and 
how these could best be ad- 
dressed through technology. 

The first category of the com- 
petition is open to professional 
developers. 

‘The winning group will fly to 
Orlando, Florida in June 2008 
to participate in Microsoft 
‘TechEd 2008, an annual gather- 
ing of IT professionals and de- 
velopers all over the world. 


the 


Pioneer senior vice president 
Rolando A. Robles said the first 
part of the discussion covers ba- 
sic investment principles, such 
as income, investments and sav- 
ings, as well as debt. 

The next part covers plan- 
ning ahead, which the partici- 
pants realize they can not get to 
unless they have cash left over 
from their basic expenses. 

It is in this part where discus- 
sions on alternative types of in- 
vestments, such as long-term 
savings, stocks, bonds and even 
insurance come in. 

According to Pioneer, insur- 


The second category is open 
to students. Student teams will 
partner 
NGOs. 

The top team will represent 
the country in next year's Imag- 
ine Cup finals in France. 

The Imagine Cup is the 
world’s largest annual student 
technology 
spearheded by Microsoft and 
participated in by thousands of 
student 
around the world. 

Aside from benefiting from 


NGOs of the winning teams will 
receive hardware and software 
grants from Microsoft. 

“We look forward to the op- 
portunity to show how tech- 
nology positively 
communities and organiza- 
tions. We are glad that we are 
providing a venue where we 
can provide the resources to 
help NGOs operate more effi- 
ciently,” he said. 

The deadline for entries is 


competition is 
http://msforums.ph. Interested 
parties 
heroes@msevents.ph. 
Founded in 1975, Microsoft 
is the worldwide leader in soft- 
ware, services and solutions 
that help people and businesses 
realize their full potential. 


ployees. 


direct purchase of 
individual stocks and bonds as 
they gain more knowledge of 
risks and rewards and become 
more sophisticated. 

Pioneer developed its train- 
ing module based largely on йз 
experience conducting similar 
lectures among Pioneer em- 


Robles said the Pioneer train- 
ers make use of games to illus- 
trate key points, and they make. 
sure that participants get into 
the discussion so they can truly 
learn from the exercises. 

"They realize that it does пог 


ten. 


he said. 


radically 


Craftsmen from around the world 
to draw up ‘Manila Declaration’ 


craftsmen, entrepreneurs, academics, 
diplomats and policymakers, who are 
concerned with the misrepresentation 
of authentic crafts and artifacts in glob- 
al travel markets,” Durano said in a 
statement. 

Officials of Unesco (United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization), who will be attending 
the twin forums, will convey the decla- 
ration to the United Nations, he added. 

‘Among the delegates are Australian 
Mandawuy Yunupingu, deputy direc- 
tor of the Yothu Yindi Foundation; 


Michael Garcia, president, Indian Arts 
and Crafts Association of New Mexico; 
representatives of the Inuit Art Founda- 
tion in Canada; and Linda Worth, di- 
rector of the International Labor Orga- 
nization's sub-regional office. 

According to Durano, cultural and 
heritage tourism needs a boost because 
tourists are being deprived of the expe- 
rience of meeting authentic carvers, 
weavers, sculptors, goldsmiths and fur- 
niture makers who can educate them 
about the traditions, symbols and val- 
ues behind their crafts 


really take a lot for them to save 
more,” Robles said. “That there 
isa lotof waste going on in their 


He tells partici- 
pants, for exam- 
ple, that they can 
easily save hun- 
dreds 
month by just cutting down on 
their trips to the coffee shop, 
paying their credit card debt in 
full and eating at home more of- 


“We tell them that if you can- 
not pay for an item in cash, then 
you can't afford it, unless it is a 
big item like a house or a car,” 


Pioneer also encourages the 
participants to look closely at 
their expenses and see which 
‘ones they can really cut without 
changing 
lifestyle. All these modifications 


Advocate of financial literacy reaches out to people 


By Tina Arceo-Dumlao 


PIONEER trainers teach students in Solano, Nueva Vizcaya about the basics of finance. 


the end. 


every 


their 


“The incomes of authentic artists 
and craftsmen, mostly coming from in- 
digenous tribes, are lowered due to 
copying and the poor quality of mecha- 
nized versions,” he said. 

Four plenary sessions of Biz Ops '08, 
held in conjunction with the Expo, 
‘would focus on product development 
and marketing of arts and crafts, pro- 
tection of IPR, country presentations, 
and Ahpada projects. 

‘The events, dubbed “Creativity and 
Innovation: A Renaissance” is being or- 
ganized by the Department of Tourism 
through the Philippine Convention and 
Visitors Corp., the Department of Trade 
and industry, the Department of For- 
eign Affairs and the Philippine Tourism 
Authority. 


with environmental 


RPE 


competition 


T. 


developers бот 


application, counterpart 


impacts 


EXPLORATION AGREEMENT 
Leoven Evangelista of BHP Billiton (seated, left) and Jose Miguel Cabarrus, president 
and CEO of Sibuyan Nickel Properties Inc., are about to sign an exploration agreement, 
where Billiton will finance drilling operations at the proposed mining site on Sibuyan 
Island in Romblon. Standing behind the two is Col. Jesus G. Cabarrus, chair of Sibuyan 
Nickel. 


will result in bigger savings in 


“We ask them, do you really 
need that many phones? How 
about snacks? By showing them 
what they are buying, they real- 
ize by themselves their poten- 
tial savings,” Robles said. 

Since the program started in 
February this year, Pioneer has 
held five training sessions, ben- 
efiting 50 to 70 participants at a 
time. So far, it has reached out 
to over 300 and it plans to hold 
more before the end of the year. 

Robles said Pioneer is partic- 
ularly concerned with the fami- 
lies left behind by overseas 
workers because they have 
money on hand but usually do 
not know how to invest it prop- 
erly for maximum return. 

Pioneer is also working with 
the spouses of seafarers, who 
hold as much as 80 percent of 


ndigenous artists champion IP rights 


Agri dealers 


posted оп 


may also 


e-mail 


ing areas in 
whether a country qualifies for 
a grant: anti-corruption efforts, 
just governance, investments in 
human development, economic 
freedom and fiscal policy. 

Teves said the MCC recog- 
nized the Philippines’ good per- 
formance in the area of just gov- 


determining 


ernance. This area covers re- 


ing up with its assessment of the 
Philippines were outdated. He cit- 
ed that the MCC used 2005 fig- 
ures in assessing the Philippine 
government’ fiscal condition. 
“We all know that in 2006 and 
this year, there had been signifi- 
cant improvements in the govern- 
ments fiscal standing,” Teves said. 


RP seeks bigger grant from US Asian stocks slide 


From pageBI 


Nov. 26 for the professional cat- Teves said the Philippines spect for political rights and civ- the boost from a widely expect- 
egory and Jan. 15 next year for needed to be accepted into ће illiberies. — ed US interest rate cut faded. 
the student category: “compact” category because the But he said thatthe MCCnoted The index is up nearly 45 per- 
Semi-finalists will be an- MCC requires a country to stay that the Philippines needed to im- Cent so far this year. 
nounced in December and Jan- in ome category for only two proveontheotherareastoqualify “The market was getting a bit 
wary for the first and second years. Failure to qualify for the for the $300-million grant under complacent, thinking that the 
Categories respectively Finals higher category means missing the compact” category Fed will fix everything. It's not 
will take place in March 2008. out on a grant from the MCC. Teves said though that some of going to be that easy,” said Eric 
More information about the “The MCC consider the follow- the data used by the MCC incom- Betts, equities strategist at No- 


mura Australia. 


mortgage 


fore ending a shade lower after 


^1 don't think the subprime is- 
sue will disappear at least in the 
next couple of months. Whenev- 
ercompanies report losses linked 
to the subprime mortgages or 

delinquency data 
comes out, concerns will resur- 
face and hurt market sentiment,” 


their husbands! salaries as man- 
dated by the employment con- 
tracts. 

То encourage participants to 
put into practice the concepts 
they learn, Pioneer conducts 
follow-up seminars with the 
same groups after а month. 
They are even given free piggy 
banks to illustrate the need to 
save. 

Coyukiat said Pioneer wants 
to conduct more seminars and 
touch more audiences. Aside 
from the families of OFWs, 
there are the young profession- 
als, the women’s groups and the 
small business associations. 

"We have become an advo- 
cate of financial literacy,” 
Coyukiat said. “There are no 
strings attached. If the seminars 
lead to sales, then it is just a 
bonus. The seminars are an end 
in itself” 


turn to police, 
DA for help 


By AmyR. Remo 


ТО ENSURE A STEADY SUPPLY OF VEGETA- 
bles in Metro Manila during the holidays, the 
Department of Agriculture has teamed up 
with the Philippine National Police to curb 
“road problems” encountered by farmers and 
dealers. 

In a consultative meeting dubbed “Ug- 
nayan ni Tsip,” vegetable dealers appealed 
to the PNP for assistance in dealing with 
erring traffic enforcers and policemen. 

Agriculture Assistant Secretary Salvador 
Salacup said the PNP's intervention in agri- 
cultural projects will “guarantee the effi- 
cient and effective delivery of agricultural 
products to Metro Manila.” 

According to Salacup, common problems 
plaguing vegetable farmers from Northern 
and Southern Luzon include illegal check- 
points, where transporters are stopped de- 
spite having food lane access stickers. 

Through the DAS food lane access pro- 
gram, 24-hour routes have been designated 
for trucks transporting fresh produce from 
the provinces. 

Food lane access stickers are given to 
trucks with perishable commodities, 
weighing up to 4,500 kilos. 

These stickers are supposed to ensure the 
efficient distribution of agricultural and fish- 
ery products from farm production sites in 
the provinces to major demand centers and 
markets in Metro Manila. But because of the 
truck ban, vegetable growers often resort to 
selling their produce to middlemen and 
traders, who consequently jack up prices. 

Other dealers meanwhile claim that po- 
lice enforcers often accuse them of violat- 
ing trafic rules and regulations, including 
overloading, Salacup said. 

To speed up transactions in the highway, 
dealers said they often resort to bribery. 

PNP chief Avelino Razon Jr. had assured 
vegetable dealers that the PNP will resolve 
their problems as soon as possible. 


FrompageBI 


said Lee Kyungsoo, a market an- 
alyst at Daewoo Securities. 

Stock markets fell across the 
board with South Korea and 
Australia both ending about 2 
percent lower, while Hong Kong 
was down 2.7 percent by the 
midday break. АП three markets 
had hit record highs this week. 

Philippine financial markets 
were closed Thursday and Fri- 
day due to public holidays. 

US crude steadied near $93.60 
a barrel, after sliding from an all- 
time high of $96.24 as concerns 
about the US economy weighed. 
while gold edged up to $790 an 
ounce, keeping within sight of a 
28-year peak near $800. Reuters 


Go consult а 
) 


By Charles E. Buban 


F YOU FEEL A DULL, ACHING 
pain under or around the front 

of your kneecap each time doing 
leg exertions—walking, running or 
jumping—don't just shrug it off, talk 
to a doctor. 

For most orthopedic surgeons, the most 
frustrating thing is to meet patients with ап 
already advanced stage of arthritis. 

“In a lot of cases we meet patients whose 
only option is to have their knee joints ге- 
placed. If one sees a doctor much earlier, 
the condition can still be managed through 
acombination of medication, exercise, rest, 
weightmanagement and nutrition. 
Surgery is reserved for the most severe cas- 
es,” explained Dr. Ilustre Guloy Jr., an or- 
thopedic surgeon at the Asian Hospital and 


Medical Center and St. Luke’s Medical Cen- 
ter 


Over 100 types 

The doctor reminded that with over 100 
types of arthritis and rheumatic diseases in- 
cluding osteoarthritis, rheumatoid arthritis 
and fibromyalgia, an average person may 
not be able to tell if the pain is coming from 
the joint, а torn tendon, or in the area of the 
joint. 

“Only a doctor could evaluate this and 
tell if the person in fact has joint pain and 
tell the reason. Moreover, results from 
blood tests and X-rays could help us doctors 
decide on the best treatment approach,” 
Guloy added. 

То further impart his knowledge, Guloy 
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Dull pain in the knee? 
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recently agreed to become one of the re- 
source persons of the Arthritis Awareness 
Campaign, a series of educational discus- 
sions that seeks to address the 11 million 
Filipinos suffering from arthritis. 


Asian Hospital next 

‘The Asian Hospital in Alabang will be the 
next venue (Nov. 15) of the event where 
aside from the free lectures, the doctors in- 
vited will also provide free medical consul- 
tations as well as X-rays to the most needy 
members in the audience. 

‘Stryker Corp., which supported the cam- 
paign, informed that the educational dis- 
cussion started last month at The Medical 
City in Pasig City. 

“The Arthritis Awareness Campaign will 
be made available to more hospitals, health 
centers and communities. We have a call 
center (892-9343) where interested parties 
may inquire or reserve,” informed Manuel 
Arkoncel of Stryker Philippines. 

Supplying medical equipment, Stryker is 


one of the largest players in the worldwide 
orthopedic market. 

“Recently, the company introduced for the 
first time in the country, a financing plan to 
make hip, knee and spine implants afford- 
able to more Filipinos,” Arkoncel announced. 


Awareness key 

Guloy said a diagnosis of arthritis does not. 
have to signal an end to the activities one en- 
Joys. 

"There are strategies for improving phys- 
ical and mental well-being while coping 
with arthritis. One has to be well in- 
formed,” he said. 

Ifleft unattended, Guloy said many peo- 
ple will experience difficulty functioning at 
home, at work or at play. 

“A major goal of all arthritis treatment is 
the preservation or improvement of daily 
tasks. By going to the doctor immediately, 
you can start a treatment plan that will help 
protect your joints and lessen the arthritis 
pain,” the doctor assured. 


E-mail pr_science_health@inguirercom.ph 


Editor Cesar D. Mangawang 


Facts about arthritis 


WHILE THE KNEE IS THE 
most often identified site of 
arthritis, the disease can also 
affect other parts of the body. 

The term arthritis refers to 
more than 100 different 
types of arthritis conditions, 
according to orthopedic sur- 
geon Ilustre Guloy Jr. of the 
Asian Hospital and Medical 
Center and St. Luke's Medical 
Center. 

The most common type is 
osteoarthritis, a degenera- 
tive joint disease in which 
the cartilage that covers the 
ends of bones in the joint 
deteriorates, causing pain 
and loss of movement аз 
bone begins to rub against 
bone. 

While this type of arthritis 
mostly affects the over 50 
individuals, it should not be 
regarded as an old age dis- 
ease since genetics, body 
weight, exercise, previous 
trauma and overuse of the 
joint also play an important 
factor. 


Wear and tear symptom 

Another often cited type of 
arthritis is rheumatoid. Un- 
like the wear and tear symp- 
tom common to osteoarthri- 
tis, rheumatoid arthritis is an 
autoimmune disease in which 
the joint lining becomes in- 
flamed as part of the body's 
immune system activity. 

Itis one of the most serious 
and disabling types, affecting. 
mostly women. 

Gout is also another type of 
arthritis that affects mostly men 


joints, especially the big toe. 

It is usually the result of a 
defect in body chemistry that 
is almost always can be com- 
pletely controlled with medi- 
cation and changes in 

Guloy reminded that early 
diagnosis is important since 
if the condition is left undiag- 
nosed and untreated, many 
types of arthritis can cause ir- 
reversible damage to the 
joints, bones, organs and 
skin. Charles E. Buban 


Forest wildfires telling 
man to back off 


By Rafael R. Castillo, MD 


LOS ANGELES—IN THIS CITY 
named after them, the angels must 
be feeling bad at the utter devasta- 
tion of nearby areas and various 
sites in California razed by wildfires 
in what is believed to be among the 
worst in the state’s history. 

Charred remains of victims are 
found in the rugged mountains 
razed by the fires particularly in San 
Diego county near the Mexican bor- 
дет. Death toll has reached 12 and 
still counting, while at least 65 peo- 
ple have been reported injured. Half 
a million Californians fled their 
homes and villages in the states 
largest mass evacuation. 

Scores of homes, once enviable 
because of their fantastic views of 
the mountains, are now reduced to 
ashes, Jobert, our meeting coordina- 
torhere, says that atleast five homes 
of famous Hollywood stars have 
been burned down...not a trace left 
of the luxurious touches they once 
boasted of. 


Abit of soothing balm 

President George W. Bush came 
here a week ago and surveyed the 
devastated areas. His presidential 
concern, coming more timely than 
during the Katrina tragedy, provided 
a bit of a soothing balm. He was 
shown on television saying: “... 
there's no question a lot of people 
are suffering, and there's no ques- 
tion there's been ter- 
rible loses" The 
United States govern- 
ment is making sure 
all evacuees are properly sheltered 
and taken care of. 

Perhaps not even Gov. Arnold 
Schwarzenegger's Rambo-tious 
Flowers, even if they were real, could 
have averted and promptly stopped 
this tragedy. Despite their modern 
equipment and armamentarium, 
‘American firefighters seemed help- 
less in controlling the lightning-like 
spread of the wildfires. No wonder 
the  expression—'spreading like 
wildfire.” 

The fires have reached such a size 
that not even the most sophisticated. 
Western firefighting capability could 
douse the fire directly. The most the 
firefighters could attempt to do is 
control the areas it can spread to. 
They call these as "control lines," 
which are created by getting rid of 
the combustible materials in certain 
areas along the wildfires’ path. Its 
ironic that they actually "torch" 
these identified control lines and ex- 
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CALIFORNIA wildfires 


tinguish them so that when the wild- 
fires reach them, they no longer 
have any combustible or flammable 
material and the wildfires can be 
controlled more easily. This method 
is effective but can also fail when the 
wind shifts. 

What could have caused these re- 
cent California wildfires occurring 
almost simultaneously in several 
sites? Although wildfires anywhere 
may sometimes be caused by light- 
ning, arson and droughts, cyclical 
climate changes brought about by 
global warming can also be a major 
factor. It is again another expression 

of nature's wrath 
Over human care- 
lessness. Wildfires 
are most common 
and severe during periods of 
drought and during days of strong 
winds. Logically, as the land turns 
dry, the forest goes up in flames. 

Wildfires create a vicious cycle 
that worsens global warming, 
which, on the other hand, is also its 
major cause. The resulting smoke 
from the wildfires can also have a 
tremendous effect on the strato- 
sphere gases. Scientists have shown 
that gigatons of carbon dioxide are 
released to the atmosphere when 
there's a huge forest wildfire. Global 
warming advocates report that glob- 
al temperatures rise an average 1 
degree Fahrenheit annually, and 
warming will continue as long as 
manmade “greenhouse gases,” 
mostly carbon dioxide, continue to 
increase. 

These recent California wildfires 
might just create another “carbon 
bomb" and might cause—hopefully 
not—further catastrophes related to 


global warming. 


Stern warning from nature 

‘On a more optimistic note, some 
scientists look at wildfires from a dif- 
ferent and interesting perspective. 
They believe that wildfires are a nat- 
ural and necessary part of the 
ecosystem of wildlands, where new 
species of plants that have survived 
the fires, evolve into better ones. 

Researchers have shown some 
plants which have "reserve shoots" 
that sprout after a fire, or those 
which have “fire-resistant” seeds. 
Smoke from the fire also promotes 
germination in some plants and 
trees inducing flower- or fruit-bear- 
ing. Hence, the local practice in the 
Philippines of “smoking” mango 
trees to make them bear more fruits 
isnot really without scientific basis. 

‘Some plants like Eucalyptus, may 
also produce oils which are 
flammable and is actually a natural 
protective mechanism to repel 
threats to its habitat. It drives away 


intruders and other potential 
threats. 
It just occurred to me that perhaps 


mature is telling us through these 
wildfires that it's resenting the ur- 
banization of mountain and forest 
areas. 

Industrialists have carved out 
fashionable villages, hotels and re- 
sorts and other commercial estab- 
lishments in areas previously un- 
touched, unpolluted and unviolat- 
ed. 

Nature wants to claim back its 
lands and is telling man to "just back 
off" ... or else, man will get what he 
deserves. A stern warning from na- 
ture. 


The art of math investigation 


MOST READERS ASK FOR EASY LOGIC 
puzzles and fun math games, but some- 
times, I receive requests that warm my 
heart. Certain students want to delve into 
deeper math (but which does not require 
advanced ideas like calculus); some 
teachers want to go beyond the ordinary 
problem solving required by the curricu- 
lum; and many parents inquire about 
good books to hone their children's math 
skills. 

Originally published in 1987 by Oxford 
University Press, A. Gardiners “Discover- 
ing Mathematics: The Art of Investigation” 
is now a classic, and thankfully, reprinted 
by Dover in an inexpensive edition. Gar- 
diner was a professor at the University of 
Birmingham, and many of the problems in 
the book were successfully solved not only 
by his students, but many talented high 
school ones as well. “Time and again these 
students have responded with unexpected 
freshness, commitment, interest and sheer 
imaginative inventiveness,” Gardiner says. 


Adifferent view of math 

Aren ordinary math texts enough? 
Don't they already contain formulas and 
equations to confound most people? The. 
answer is that math is not really about 
memorizing numbers and formulas, but 
rather investigating patterns and using 
creativity to tackle problems. "The habit 
of investigation is rather poorly devel- 
oped in most students," Gardiner says. 
“Their view of math is essentially passive. 
The average student imagines that one 
must first be taught certain standard 
methods, and is then free to exercise 
‘one’s own mind only to the extent of us- 
ing these methods to solve standard 
problems—largely by imitation. 

“This book presents a very different 
view of math," he continues. “The em- 
phasis on the way one investigates a 
problem should give a more realistic pic- 
ture of the nature both of math itself, and 
of math thinking,” 

Problem solving in math requires perse- 
verance, mental toughness and creativity, 
which may give rise to insight. These skills 
are precisely what are needed in dealing 
with everyday problems. "In real life the 
significant features of a problem are usual- 
ly rather hard to identify and a lot of 
painstaking detective work may be neces- 
sary before they can be finally traced 
down," Gardiner says. "It is one of the most 
striking characteristics of math that 
thoughtful and persistent analysis often 


throws up totally un insights into 
what may at first have looked like an unin- 
teresting problem.” 

Games 


There is not enough space hére to go in- 
to the math in detail, but let me assure you 
that only high school math, plus a litle 
‘courage and lots of patience, are required 
to understand and attempt the problems. 
Here are some problems Gardiner poses: 
Card Game: Two players have a pack 
of nine cards. They take turns to remove 


Eureka! 


Queena N. 
Lee-Chua 


опе, two or three cards from the pack, 
but a player must never remove the same 
number of cards as the previous player. 
The winner is the one who either takes 
the last card or leaves the other player 
with no valid move. Who wins? 

Hint: Either the pack goes on getting 
smaller until a player takes the last card, 
or there comes a time when one player 
has no valid move. In either case some- 
опе has to win. But who? Play the game a 
few times (even if against an imaginary 
opponent) and see what happens. 

Number Game: Pick a three-digit 
number abc whose first and last digits are 
different. Reverse the order of the digits 
to get the three-digit number cba. Sub- 
tract the smaller of these two numbers 
from the larger one to get a new three- 
digit number def. (If you get a two-digit 
number ef, write it as а three-digit num- 
ber Oef with the first digit zero.) Now re- 
verse the order of the digits of your new 
three-digit number to get fed or fe0. Fi- 
nally add def and fed. What do you get? 

Hint: Pick another three-digit number 
and repeat the same process. You will 
find that you always get the same final 
answer, 1089. Do not be content to treat 
the answer as a "magic" number. Instead, 
try to figure out why it occurs. You can 
use arithmetic or algebra to do so. 

Postage Stamp Game: Your Brit 
friend, a stamp collector, has an infinite 
supply of a-cent and b-cent stamps. 
Which total amounts can be made using 
just these stamps? Which amounts can- 
not be made? 

‘Hint: Start by plugging numbers into a 
and b. Suppose your friend has five-cent. 
and eightcent stamps. Which of these 
amounts can be made using five-cent and 
eight-cent stamps only? (in cents) 23, 42, 
76, 951, 13632, 27, 17, 11, 14, 26, 28. 
Make a complete list of the amounts be- 
tween 1 and 99 cents that cannot be made. 


Insight 

Tackling problems is not easy. “At first 
sight a new piece of music may look like a 
confusing array of black blobs,” Gardiner 
says. “But as the musician works on it, 
one section at a time, it gradually takes 
on a shape of its own, revealing internal 
connections which had previously been 
overlooked. The same is true of an unfa- 
miliar math problem. At first sight you 
may not even understand the question. 
But as you painfully try to make sense of 
the problem, you will find that, little by 
litle, the fog begins to lift.” 

"Discovering Mathematics," by A. Gar- 
diner (Dover, 2007) is available in Power- 
books. 
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Atom-sized solution . 
to cut cancer drug toxicity 


By Tessa R. Salazar 


N THE DECADES THAT CHEMOTHERA- 

py has become the preferred (albeit 

dreaded) form of cancer treatment, par- 
allel efforts have been exerted to address the 
issue of its toxic effects on patients. 

Extensive research has produced new 
cancer drugs almost every three to six 
months, Still, the chemotherapy drug with 
less toxicity has proven elusive. 

‘And then the first wave of commercial 
nanotechnology products to reduce cancer 
drug toxicity was born. The proper carrier or 
vehicle which can take drug molecules to the 
targeted site has been claimed to be devel- 
oped. There are currently two approved car- 
rier molecules (or novel drug delivery sys- 
tems): polymer from India’s Dabur Research 
and human albumen (from the US-based 
Abraxis Bioscience Inc., Los Angeles). 

‘Nanotechnology is the development and 
engineering of devices so small that they are 
measured on a molecular scale. It is being ap- 
plied in electronics, magnetics, optics, infor- 
mation technology, materials development, 
and biomedicine. 

Experts noted that nanoscale devices, for 
instance, are 100 to 10,000 times smaller 
than human cells. Nanoscale devices smaller 
than 50 nanometers can easily enter most 
cells, while those smaller than 20 папоте- 
ters can move out of blood vessels as they cir- 
culate through the body. 


Emerging ‘targeted therapy’ 

In cancer treatment, nanotechnology be- 
longs to the emerging “targeted therapy.” 
which, in theory would bring the fight 
against cancer to the molecular level (ferry- 
ing large doses of chemotherapeutic agents 
into malignant cells while sparing healthy 
cells), thus eliminating "collateral damage" to 
noncancerous cells and also eliminating the 
toxicity of the drug on the patient as a whole. 

Dr. Shiva Kant Mishra, vice president for 
Dabur Research Foundation's clinical re- 
search and medical services, said nanopacli- 


Kips QUIZ вукттапСез 


Let's get medical? 
HELLO KIDS! DID YOU ACE THOSE 
dreaded exams and school projects? 
The semester must be over by now. 
But you still have to keep those think- 
ing caps on! How much do you know 
your biology? This is not a graded quiz 
nor a recorded recital. Keep your cool. 
Just impress me with your familiari- 
ty on general science. Get to know 
some of the discoverers of our present 
hospital devices. Match the name of 
the equipment on the left with the 
name of its inventor on the right. 
Hospital device/ Inventors 
equipment 
1. anesthesia 
2. X-ray machine 


a) Zacharias Jansen 
b) Godfrey 
Hounsfield 

c) Raymond Dama“ 
dian 

d) René Laënnec 

в) Philip Drinker 

1) William Thomas 
(Green) Morton 

9) Paul Zoll 

h) Augustus Desiré 
Waller 

i) Daniel Gabriel 
Fahrenheit 

j) William Konrad 
Roentgen 

Y) Stephanie Turnier 
Bonus question: Who was the brain be- 
hind the respirator? 


3. stethoscope 


4. microscope 
5. thermometer 
6. incubator 


7. CT Scan 
8. MRI 


9. EKG machine 


10. pacemaker 
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DENGUE IS A LEADING CAUSE 
of death and hospitalization among 
children in most Asian countries, ac- 
cording to the World Health Organiza- 
tion, so it is a disease that no mom 
would like any member of her family 
suffer from. 

This is why most of them put their 
trust on brands like Bayer that have the 
proven track record and heritage in con- 
trolling insects such as dengue-carrying 
mosquitoes. 

This is also the reason they welcome 
its latest product, the new Bayer Ad- 
vanced Blattanex Multi-Insect Killer, 
which has an advanced oil-based formu- 
lation to provide excellent knockdown 
and mortality of disease-carrying insects 
such as the dengue-carrying Aedes Ae- 
gypti mosquitoes, flies ard cockroaches. 


vo 
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taxel uses a polymer compound to convert. 
the drug into its nano-sized molecules. “The 
polymer basically holds the molecule from all 
the sides and takes it everywhere. Its like a 
nanopack pocket." 

Dabur began its project eight years ago af- 
ter licensing a nanopolymer base from Delhi 
University 

During the Dabur Pharma-Philippine Soci- 
ety for Medical Oncology symposium Mishra 
discussed that since its launch in India in Jan- 
wary 2007 Nanoparticle paclitaxel (Nanoxel) 
has been administered to more than 900 pa- 
tients. He claimed that it has shown “good ef- 
ficacy and safety profile.” 

"The objective response has been more than 
40 percent in metastatic breast cancer pa- 
tents, who failed earlier on anthracycline, 
Mishra said. 

Metastasis means the cancer has spread to 
other parts of the body. 


Clinical trial 
During the clinical trial of Nanoxel in 
2004, more than 200 advanced breast cancer 


Unilever’s recycling science 


A BREAKTHROUGH SYSTEM IN THE 
functional utilization of manufacturing 
process residuals has been developed and 
established for Unilever Philippines in Pa- 
co, Manila, by a waste conversion technolo- 
gy supplier. 

Mizuhotech, an engineering group, 
planned and fabricated the materials con- 
version facility on Cristobal Street in Paco 
Manila. 

The facility uses an integrated homoge- 
nization process to neutralize and convert 
production leftovers and residuals into use- 
ful products for civil construction and in- 
frastructure development projects. 


Reduce, Reuse, Recycie 

The residuals and by-products of manu- 
facturing, potential inputs to the conver- 
sion facility first go through a rigorous re- 
view and then are subjected (within the 
confines of Unilever) to the three Rs (Re- 
duce, Reuse and Recycle) before the re- 
maining residual flows are suitable for the 
materials conversion facility. 

The facility receives solid industrial 
residuals and passes these through a shred- 
ding equipment, which changes the physi- 
cal form and reduces the volume of the left- 
overs. 

A mixing/blending process initiates the 
main neutralization and conversion pro- 
cess. This step eliminates and/or rear- 
ranges molecularly the remaining unwant- 
ed components in the materials such that 
they are rearranged and stabilized, and 
take on the character of inertlike sub- 
stances, at which point they can be consid- 
ered as secondary aggregate materials. 

The materials are then turned into fin- 


urally, I don't want to take any chances 
of her getting bitten by mosquitoes and 
suffering from dengue,” says the part- 
time interior designer, who has found 
an ally in Bayer Advanced Blattanex 
Multi-Insect Killer. 

Being bitten by dengue-carrying 
mosquitoes, after all, can lead to 
dengue hemorrhagic fever (DHF). 
Signs and symptoms include the sud- 
den onset of high fever that lasts from 
2 to 7 days, joint and muscle pain, 
pain behind: the eyes, skin rashes, 


ting of coffee-colored matter, 


dark-colored stool, and weakness. It 
сап азо cause nose-bleeding once the 
fever starts to subside. 

In severe cases, DHF can cause physi- 
cal deterioration which can lead to cir- 
culatory failure, a state of shock and 


death within 12 to 24 hours. 


Effective against insects 
Keeping her home insect-free is an im- 
portant consideration for a young mom 
ike Vi Buendia. а 
“I have a 4-year-old daughter so nat- 


“I believe that Bayer has applied con- 
siderable research and develo 
its new product to ensure its 


into 
ness 


gainst disease-causing insects such as 
the mosquitoes that carry dengue,” 


795 BUENDIA 


patients were studied. Mishra claimed that 
they had shown better response as well as 
safer compared to cremophore paclitaxel. 
Daburis now evaluating the survival rates, as 
patients are being closely monitored and 
their conditions followed up. 

Majority of the patients for Nanoxel are re- 
lapsed/metastatic breast cancer patients. 

Tt is also being prescribed in other indica- 
tions such as non-small cell lung cancer and 
ovarian cancer. 

Dr Dinesh Pendharkar, department 
head of the Batra Cancer Center at Batra 
Hospital in New Delhi, India, told the In- 
Quer that what nanotechnology essen- 
tially does is to carry the drug directly to 
the tumor cell. 


Reach cancerous site only 

“For example, in breast cancer where can- 
cerous cells lie in the breast tissue or have 
spread to the bones, nanotechnology will 
enable the drug to reach the cancerous site 
only. In maximum concentration, the drug 
molecules will be able to kill the tumor 
much, much better. So nanotechnology will 
be able to deliver a drug at a site where it is 
required and in a higher dose,” Pendharkar 
explained. 

Pendharkar, who talked about “Nanoparti- 
de Technology in Oncolytics” during the 
PSMO convention, said the drug requires ad- 
‘ministration with a special intravenous set, as 
regular IV sets react with it 

Glenn Baria, Dabur Pharma Ltd country 
manager for the Philippines, Taiwan and 
Hong Kong, said Dabur is still undergoing the 
process of approval from the Bureau of Food 
and Drug for a Compassionate Special Per- 
mit. 

“After approval we have lined up a number 
of patients and we are looking at providing 
some for free... but should fit the indication 
given by BFAD (metastatic stage). I'm work- 
ing hard for the Philippines to be the first 
country after India (where the molecule was 
invented) to enjoy the benefits of nanotech- 
nology.” 


last year 


them died. 


adds. 


ished products through the use of standard 
molding, extrusion and forming equip- 
ment. This is called the homogenization 
step. 


Most significant impact 

‘The most significant impact of the pro- 
cess is to eliminate the need to dispose of 
industrial residuals in sanitary landfills or 
what used to be known widely as dumps. 

Equally important is that the residuals 
such as sachets and wrappers are turned in- 
to beneficial secondary raw materials (i.e. 
gravel and sand replacements), thus help- 
ing preserve precious resources. 

А wide range of products can be pro- 
duced through this particular type of opera- 
tion. Thus far, its main products have been 
hollow blocks and pavement tiles, but the 
facility has the flexibility to fabricate prod- 
ucts for community park, shoreline rehabil- 
itation, embankment stabilization and cov- 
ered canal systems. 

Ona periodic be 
al materials in aggregate-like form are sub- 
jected to stringent analysis at laboratories 
accredited by the Department of Environ- 
ment and Natural Resources to determine 
the environmental safety of the secondary 
raw materials. 

‘An outstanding beneficiary of the materi- 
als produced by the facility is the Smokey 
Mountain community led by Fr. Ben Bel- 
tran. The community is completing two sig- 
nificant projects: the transfer and opera- 
tionalization of its materials recovery facili- 
ty from the temporary housing area near 
Pier 18 in Tondo and the establishment of 
the Environmental Church, the first of its 
kind in the country. 


heat at the si 
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Surgery is the standard 
treatment for primary lung 
cancer and cancerous tumors 
that have spread (metasta- 
sized) to the lungs. However, 
many lung cancer patients also 
suffer from other diseases or 
have compromised lung func- 
tion that makes surgery too 
risky for them, according to Dr. 
Dennis C. Villanueva, a consul- 
tant vascular and intervention- 
al radiologist at the St. Luke's 
Medical Center. Other patients 
simply refuse to go under the 
knife because they fear the 
pain and risk of complications 
associated with surgery, he 


Radio Frequency Ablation 
"For such patients, Radio 
Frequency Ablation or RFA 
provides an excellent alterna- 
tive to surgery" says Dr. Vil- 
anueva, the only local special- 
ist who has completed one- 
‘year international training on 
REA of organs other than the 
liver with cancerous tumors. 
RFA is a state-of-the-art, 
minimally invasive treatment 
that uses radio frequency ener- 
gy to destroy cancerous tu- 
mors. RFA can be used to treat 
cancerous tumors of the liver, 
lungs, bone, kidney, adrenal 
gland, breast and thyroid 
gland. St. Luke's pioneered 
RFA of the liver in the country 
and has been successfully per- 
forming the procedure for 
more than 4 years now. Dr. 
Juliet Gopez-Cervantes, head 
of St. Luke's Center for Liver 
Diseases, has performed the 
most number of liver cancer 
RFA procedures in the country. 
RFA for lung cancer involves 
the insertion of a probe, with 
Computerized Tomography 
(СТ) scan guidance, through 
the lung tissue into the tumor, 
Dr Villanueva explains. The 
tip of the probe delivers radio 
frequency energy, generating 
of the lesion 
through agitation caused by 
alternating electrical current. 
This heat produces coagula- 
Чоп and cellular destruction, 
resulting in the removal (abla- 
tion) of the target lesion. The 
tumoris literally "burned out." 
REAs mode of action is similar 
of a microwave 


the processed residu- on 


Excellent alternative 
to surgery in lung 
cancer treatment 


IN 2005, LUNG CANCER 
killed more than 15,000 Fil- 
ipinos. Thats about 43 lives 
lost per day to the No, 1 form 
of cancer in the Philippines. 
‘approximately 
17,000 Filipinos developed 
the disease; over 90 percent of 


CarePLus 
€ 


Angelo 
Palmones 


‘oven—heating from the inside 
ош. The lung safely reabsorbs 
the destroyed cells over a peri- 
od of time. 


‘Same efficacy as surgery 

“RFA offers almost the same 
efficacy as surgery, but without 
the associated surgical risks 
and complications, Dr. Vil- 
Janueva says. 

Some patients with 
metastatic or early-stage lung 
cancer are not good candi- 
dates for surgery and may 
benefit from RFA, according to 
Dr. Villanueva. He notes that ° 
the procedure appears to be 
safe and feasible for ablation 
of peripheral lung nodules. 
RFA is best for cancerous tu- 
mors 4 cm or less in size. Be- 
fore deciding to undergo RFA, 
a patient with lung tumor 
must first consult a thoracic 
surgeon who will perform a 
rigorous evaluation to deter- 
mine if the patient would de- 
rive more benefits from stan- 
dard surgery or other treat- 
ment modalities, Dr. Villanue- 
Va stresses. 

To determine whether a 
ung cancer patientis respond- 
ing to RFA treatment, tissue 
samples from the cancerous 
nodule are collected and ex- 
amined under the microscope, 
Dr. Villanueva explains. “Le- 
sions treated successfully de- 
crease in size with time as they 
scar and contract.” 

Patient response to treat- 
ment may also be assessed 
through a Positron Emission 
Tomography (PET) Scan 
and CT Scan, Dr. Villanueva 
says. He notes that magnetic 
resonance imaging (MRI) 
provides better definition of 
tumor liquefaction as well ; 
as tissue densities and mar- 
gins, PET scan may likewise 
be used as a primary and 
complementary modality 
for patient follow-up, Dr. 
Villanueva adds. These 
state-of-the-art imaging 
modalities are available at 
St. Luke’s Medical Center. 

Angelo Palmones is a science 
and technology broadcaster. For 
feedback, please e-mail the 
Healthcare Technology and 
Outcomes Information Bureau 
at inquire@hroib.com. 
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CT Scan-guided RFA of the lung 


| Strengthening the fight against dengue-carrying mosquitoes 


Ge Vi. “My family can now enjoy our home 
without having any fear of being binen by 
= 


Completely odorless 

Another homemaker who has found 
an ally in Bayer Advanced Blattanex 
Multi-Insect Killer is Flora Valle, a bank 
operations manager and mom to 3 

“No mom would like to have her kids 
getting sick,” she says. "And, most espe- 
айу, she doesn't want them suffering 
from dengue.” 

Flora says that over the years she has 
relied on Bayer when it comes to elimi- 
nating disease-carrying insects such as 
mosquitoes. “Tve counted on Bayer be- 
cause it continues to be a brand I can 
trust to work exactly as advertised,” she 


says. 

Flora adds that another feature that 
she appreciates most in Blattanex Mul- 
ti-Insect Killer is that it is completely 
odorless. Bayer Advanced Blattanex 
Multi-Insect Killer uses an advanced oil- 


based formulation that works as effec- 
tively as kerosene-based brands but 
does not leave an irritating odor. 

“The problem with other insecticides, 
you see, is that with regular use the. 
Smell tends to stick to fabrics long after 
the insecticide has been applied. Since 
Bayer Advanced Blatttanex Multi-Insect 
Killer is odorless, I don't have to worry 
about any irritating smell lingering in a 
room after it has been applied,” she 
adds. 

Bayer Advanced Blattanex Multi-In- 
sect Killer comes in 300-, 500- and 600- 
ml sizes. It is now available at SM Su- 
permarkets, Landmark Makati Super- 
market, Landmark Trinoma Supermar- 
ket, Robinsons Supermarkets, Ever Su- 
permarkets, Cherry Foodarama, Hi-Top. 
Supermarkets, Unimart, Makati Super; 
market, Sta. Lucia Supermarket, Cross- 
ings Supermarket, Pioneer Supermar- 
ket, Eunilane, Super 8 Groceries, South, 
Supermarkets, Ultra Mega Multi Sales; 
Lianas Supermarkets and other stores 
nationwide. 
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“Even when I walk through a valley, 1 feel no harm. 
For you are at my side, your rod & staff give me courage...” 


President of Modagraphics... 


on November 1, 2007 at the age of 47. 


Jomel & Jowee. 


friends in praying for the repose of her soul. 


The Orient Group of Companies 
Mourns the untimely demise of its General Manager and 


CELIA “Toots” S. VIRAY 


Who passed тоу in the Grace of our Lord. 


She is survived by her Dad, Tom Viray (Mom Corazon S. Viray 
+), daughter Chami, brothers (Cesar f), Celso and wife Divine, 
sister Celina, nephew Marvin & wife Joy, nieces Jan, JJ, Jojie, 


We request the pious readers to join her family; relatives and 


Her remains lie in state at the Sanctuarium, Araneta Ave., Q.C. 


Interment will take place on Wednesday, November 7, 2007 at 
the Himlayang Pilipino, Q.C. after the 8:00am Necrological 
Services at the Rose Garden Chapel of the Sanctuarium. 


Janet Aun Shepherd 


Of Ecology Village, Makati City 
and Melbourne Australia 


Peacefully joined her Creator on October 31, 2007 
at the age of 60. 


Her husband Andrew King and their children Duncan and 
Reijeli, Rebecca, Jacob and Louise and their Granddaughter 
Isabella request her relatives and friends to pray for her 
eternal rest and everlasting happiness. 


Her remains lie in state at Bishop Chapel at Rizal Funeral 
Services, 438 Cementina Street Pasay City. 


A service will be held in her honour on Tuesday November 
6 at 10 am at the Bishop Chapel followed by a gathering at 
the Shepherd-King residence. 
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ge An 

2 obituary 
with a picture 
аш be a fitting 
tribute to your 
departed 
loved one. 


‘OBITUARY 

REQUIREMENTS: 

© Copy of Death 
Certificate 

Ө Any identification 
document .Р.) 


DEATH 
ANNOUNCEMENT 


MESSAGE 
OF THANKS 


DEATH 
ANNIVERSARY 


REQUIEMS 


FREE OBIT 
DESIGN 


WE 
ACCEPT 
CREDIT 
CARDS 
‘and 
bank-to-bank 
payments 


"There is an appointed time for 
‘everything, and a time for every affair. 
under the heaven...” 


ee =f. 
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For we brought nothing into the world, 


and we can take nothing out of it. 
— V Timothy 6:7 


Leonila (i Leoning ) 
De La Oruz Angeles 


Widow of Benjamin (Отоу) G. Angeles, Sr. 
Peacefully joined our Creator at the age of 87. 


Her loving children: Zeny and Celso, Ben and Gloria, Benjie (City 
Assessor, Pasig City) and Maribel, Danny and Susan, Manny 
and Cora and grandchildren request for prayers for her eternal 
repose. 


Her remains lie in state at No. 53 Women’s Club Street 
(in front of Hulong Duhat Market) Barangay Flores, Malabon City. 


Interment will be at Eternal Garden, Balintawak Caloocan City on 
November 4, 2007 at 2:30 pm 


e 


Ecclesiastes 3:11 


yo каз. 


Teresita Hernandez 
Batacan 


devoted wife of Francisco "Frankie" Batacan, Jr. (1), and loving 
mother, passed away on the Ist of November 2007. 


She is survived by her daughters, Ma. Victoria (Cocat) and 
Ma. Felisa (Ichi); sister, Concepcion; beloved nieces, nephews and 
in-laws. 


Her mortal remains will lie in state at the Ascension of Our Lord 
Parish Memorial Chapel, Ascension Avenue, Lagro from the 2nd until 
the Sth of November. A memorial service and Mass will be held on 
the 6th of November at 9 a.m. Cremation schedule will be announced 
later. 


The family requests that moürners not wear black to the wake and 
memorial service. 


‘They also request the pious readers to pray for the eternal repose of 
her soul. 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES 
PRESIDENTIAL BROADCAST STAFF-RTVM 
MALACANANG, MANILA 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The Presidential Broadcast Staff-RTVM, through its Bids and 
Awards Committee (BAC), invites suppliers to apply for eligibility 
ard to bid for the hereunder project: 

Name of Project : Procurement of Teleprompting Equipment 
Location : RTVM Bldg, Gate 6, Malacanang, Manila 
Approved Budget : Php 3,326,322.00 

For the Contract 

Delivery Рейой : 30 days 


Prospective bidders should have experience in undertaking a 
similar project within the last three (3) years with an amount of at 
least 50% of the proposed project for the bidding. The Eligibility 
Check/Screening as well as the Preliminary Examination of Bids 
shall use non-discretionary "pass/fail" criteria. Post-qualification of 
the lowest calculated bid shall be conducted. 

All particulars relative to Eligibility Statement and Screening, 
Bid Security, Performance Security, Evaluation of Bids, Post- 
Qualification and Award of Contract shall be governed by the 
pertinent provisions of R.A. 9184 and its Implementing Rules and 
Regulations (IRR). 


The complete schedule of activities is listed as follows: 


Activities _ Date Time 
Issuance of Bid | October 27- [T 
Documents | November 3, 2007_| 5:00 PM 
Pre-Bidding | November 8,2007 | 200 PM 
Conference 

Tast Day of 

Submission and 
Opening of Bids 


Piace 
PBSRTVM. 


PESATVM 


November 21, 2007 | 1000AM | PBS-RTVM 


j 


Bid Documents including details of specification will be available 
atthe PBS-RTVM Procurement Section of the Admin. and Finance 
Division (c/o Mr. Cyrus M. Reputana) Tel Nos. 734-5681/735-6187 
to prospective bidders only upon payment of a non-refundable 
amount of Php 700.00 to the Presidential Broadcast Stafi-RTVM 
Cashier. 

The Presidential Broadcast Staff-RTVM assumes по 
responsibilty whatsoever to compensate ог indemnify bidders for 
апу expenses incurred in the preparation of the bid. 

Approved by : (Sgd.) Melba B. Aligaen 
BAC Chairman 


(PDI- Oc 27 & Nov. 3.2007) 


SEND YOUR RESUMES 
INSTANTLY 
узл ов м минта ћете сот 


Republic of the Philippines. 
SOCIAL SECURITY SYSTEM 
East Avenue, Diliman, Quezon City 


"4 


E-mat: member selasons @sss.govph + Web ste hüp www sss govph 


NOTICE 
Please get in touch wih he enters Assistance Center, Socal Securty System (SSS), 
East Avenue Dian, Quezon Cey or any SSS ofice nearest your pace О residence але Че 
ur death benela aim winn 90 days upon pubicaon you are: 


‘ane OF "usr owt жанг 
sexncumis anseris sss мева 


Marissa N. Alagao Шпон. Fermin A. Alagao, Jr. 
5540011292 
Antonie Areia 
SS 30682503 
Danilo Asor 
Ке 
Antonio Batsiones 


мәт. 


Betty Arca 37Manbojn SL Mà 28,2007 
Mascsiyong, Rit 
3) Hermosa 
Ваза Asor 
Rosie Batallones 
Luzviminda Tizon 
Eisa Taian 
‘Adelina Bolsig 
Virginia Dela Torre 
Carmen Dispo 


39727,2007 
May 31,2007 
маз, 


dee 15,2008 


7) Ma Assunta 
K. Donio 
8) Sebastiana Rosco 


Mach 17,2007 
dài 2008 


9) Nenet Somosot 
Antonia Sorosot 
Jeanene Sumasad 

10) Memon Jacobe 


Movember 11,2006 


қават 
Чаүзю. Matabon Cty 5520325820105 

29170. Моа ^ Вотшао M. Moncada June 7, 2007 
жете. бото Cty 

КА 


т) Rose Tepace 


12) Joseph Quiz une 8, 2005, 


Jenny Fied Сало 
13) Cynthia Ramos 
4) Felicima Ronquillo 


demary 20, 208 
Jis 2007 


15) Eva Monteniola 
rer] 


18) Adeita Gonday C. Vilanueva December 25,2008 
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DEMETRIO G. CARLOS, JR. 


July 30, 1927 — October 31, 2007 


His bereaved children Belle, Joey & Malou, Perry & Lin, Dexter & Jocelyn, 
Connie & Rey, and Ellen & Erie; grandchildren Bea & Jodi, Aldrin & 
‘Trisha, Yuan & Julia, and EJ: relatives and friends request the pious readers 
1o join them in prayers for his eternal happiness in heaven. 


| toterment will be on Tuesday. November 6, 2007 at the Marian Garden 
М. Memorial Park afer the 200 РМ. funeral mass at the Duhat Chape! 
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For your Classified Ads гед! 
call our Classifieds Advertising 
-Hotlines: 
Head Office: 
897-8425 (Telefax) 
899-4427; 897-8808 


loc. 514, 516; 
899-442 


Cubao: 
912-9008 to 11 


(Aurora) 


Makati: 
892-5578; 811-4361; 
811-4370 
Kalaw: 
523-5570 loc. 115 or 116 


Megamall: 
635-0219; 635-0220 


CLASSIFIEDS 


INQUIRER 


is in need of: 


MARKETING ASSISTANT 


Qualifications: 


> Major in Marketing, Advertising, or 
Mass Communication 

> At least one year work experience 
in the field of Communications 

> Knowledge of marketing concepts 

> Proficiency in basic computer 
operations (Word, Excel, Powerpoint) 

>Knowledge of basic design software 
applications (Photoshop or In Design) 

> Excellent communication, 
presentation, writing, interpersonal, 
analytical, planning, and organization 
skills 

> Pleasing personality and inclined 
towards providing quality customer 
service 


may send their resumés to 
@inquirerpublications.ph, 
>m.ph or bring their resumé, 
Transcript of Records, and 
cated at the 


STA.ELENA 


Sta. Rosa, Laguna 
Golf & Residential 
Community 


07 URVAN 
ESCAPADE 
10 HOURS 
P1,800 
WITH 
DRIVER 
1818716 
1964371 
09213497170 


Homes from 9M 
8872390/09209118105 


www.staelena.com.ph 


eSEVERO CAJUDAY ALCANTARA® 


(Former Chairman of the Board and President, Dentsu, Young & Rubicam-Alcantara; former Vice-Governor and former 
Governor, Catanduanes; former Board Member, Colgate-Palmolive Philippines Sports Foundation; former Board 
Member, Philippine Band of Mercy; former Member, Manila Rotary Club; former Member, Knights of Columbus) 


RS 


Loving husband, devoted father, doting grandfather, loyal friend, inspiring mentor, 
advertising maverick passed away on October 31, 2007 at the age of 81. 


We, his wife Ester, children Baby, Boy, Lala & Cesar, 
grandchildren Jobo, Vincent, Justin, Micmic, Zsamie, Minmin & Rina, 


together with his relatives request the reader to pray for the repose of his soul. 


His remains lie in state at 
Jose Rizal Chapel, Funeraria Paz, Manila Memorial Park, Sucat, Parafiaque. 


A necrological service will be held on November 5, 2007 after the 8:00 pm mass at 
Jose Rizal Chapel, Funeraria Paz, Manila Memorial Park, Sucat, Parañaque. 


Interment will take place on November 6, 2007 
at the Manila Memorial Park after the 9:00 am mass. 


In lieu of flowers, please make a donation to the Vicente Alcantara Scholarship Foundation. 


e EPA ө 


Our heartfelt condolences go out 
to the family of 


SEVERO C. ALCANTARA 


former chairman of the Board and 
President of Dentsu, Young & Rubicam-Alcantara 
and one of the pillars of the 
Philippine Advertising Industry. 


His legacy of integrity and service will continue 


to guide all of us whose lives he touched. 


May he find eternal rest in the arms of Our Creator. 


God Speed, Mr. Alcantara 


from your 9/6602. Family 
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Hilton Cebu Resort & Spa 
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The 6th Punta Fuego Water Sports Fiesta 
kicked off recently with the Sailing & 
Windsurfing competitions held in Nasug- 
bu, Batangas. Windsurfers competed in 
five categories, namely; ladies’ division, 
advanced, intermediate, amateur and ju- 
nior (ages 15 years and below). The sail- 
ing event was launched with the Spanish 
food festival celebrated with a cooking 
demo by resident chef Mikel Arriet and a 
wine challenge where participants voted 
for Club Punta Fuego's (CPFI) official 
house wine for 2008. The events high- 
light was the sunset party featuring a 
wide array of Spanish tapas and sangrias, 
a fashion show featuring swimwear by 
Waicoco and the spirited music of ‘The 
Brass Munkeys. 

The Windsurfing competition was or- 
ganized by CPFI in cooperation with the 
Philippine Windsurfing Association and 


Barkada Beerfest 
at Richmonde 


Bonding fun with buds over brimming 
bottles of beer shouldn't start and end in. 
October. At The Richmonde Hotel's Ex- 
change Bar, the beerfest continues until 
the end of the year, every Monday and 
Saturday from 8 p.m. until 12 midnight. 

Bring a more spirited mood to an en- 
gaging nightcap with the Exchange's pro- 
motional package for orders of local beer. 
Get either four bottles of your choice of 
Jocal beer for only P250+++ or six bot- 
Чез for just Р3З75+ + +. This feast of ice 
cold brew is best enjoyed with your pick 
of mouthwatering appetizers from the 
Exchange's bar chow selections. 

‘The Exchange Bar also offers Happy 


Hour from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m., Mondays to 
Fridays and live miusical entertainment 
from 8 p.m. to 12 midnight, Tuesdays to 
Fridays. The Exchange is located at the 
2/F of the Richmonde Hotel, 21 San 
Miguel Avenue, Ortigas Center, Pasig 
City. For more details, call The Rich- 
monde Hotel at 638-7777. 


Delectable 
dinner collection 
this month 


For the month of November, The Rich- 
monde Grill creates a unique and 
delectable dinner collection sure to sat- 
isfy and delight all who crave for the 
perfect meal. 

‘Starting off with the Quenelle of 
‘Smoked Chicken with Wild Berry Dress- 
ing and Tomato Compote, this enticing 
appetizer complements your choice of 
main dish of either Grilled Beef Tender- 
loin served with Rosti Potatoes, Aspara- 
gus and Cheese-stuffed Mushroom with 
Red Wine Gravy or Stuffed Norwegian 
Salmon served with Layered Vegetables 
and Blue Cheese with Chowder Sauce. 
An ample helping of the exquisite 
Chocolate Mousse on Almond Tulip with 
Mango Coulis dessert provides a won- 
derful finale to this lovely meal priced at 
only P475+++. 

This exclusive dinner offering is 
served from 6 p.m. to 1? p.m. daily with 
а la carte menu also available. For i 
quiries or reservations, call the Rich- 
monde Grill at 689-8419 or 638-7777 
extension 3409. The Richmonde Grill is 
located at the 2nd floor of The Rich- 
monde Hotel, 21 San Miguel Avenue, 
Ortigas Center, Pasig City. 


6th Punta Fue 


Water Sports 


h 


officiated by Wet Dreams Watersports. 
The 6th Punta Fuego Water Sports Fies- 
ta continues with a Jetski competition 
(Nov 3), Kayak race (Nov 10) and a 
Dragonboat race (Nov 17). This series is 
presented by CPFI, Landco Pacific Corp. 
and Prestige Cars BMW. In cooperation 
with American Express, Rush, C2 Lite, 
Nova, Маісосо 
Swimwear, Eureka 
Dive, Body Glove, 
Hobie Australasia, 
Kabyawan Tours, 
Com Asia, ADP In- 
dustries, ATR Tor- 
res, Barcino 
Gourmet, Jets- 
ki.com.ph, Philip- 
pine Canoe and 


The North o 


After conquering the Makati area, with its 
branches spread all over the city from JP Rizal 
up to Glorietta in Pasay Road, North Park is 
now set at conquering the North! In July of 
this year North Park opened its 18th branch at 
the lower level of the Mindanao Avenue wing 
of the newly opened Trinoma Mall. 

This is the 4th North Park branch in an 
Ayala Mall. After its phenomenal response 
from mall goers at the Alabang Town Cen- 
ter, then at the Glorietta 2, and last year at 
the Market! Market!, this favorite Chinese 
resto has spread its wings further towards 
the North, a breeding spot indeed. 

Now its famous North Park Toast Noo- 
dies (imagine a Nest of noodles fried and 
topped with a sumptuous sauce of Lapu-La- 


Asia Pacific's leading luxury hotel group, 
Shangri-La Hotels and Resorts, was named 
“Best Luxury Hotel Brand” at the 18th TTG 
Travel Awards Ceremony and Gala Dinner 
оп Oct. 25 in Bangkok, Thailand. This year 
is the first time the award has been present- 
ed. 

The TTG Travel Awards, presented by 
TTG Publishing, seeks to honor the region's 
most outstanding travel industry perform- 
ers. The awards are determined by the 
number of votes from readers of TTG Asia. 
Media. Readers were invited to vote online 
through the TTG Asia website or by submit- 
ting printed voting forms available in se- 
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Editor Aries Espinosa. 


Kayak Federation and Philippine Drag- 
onboat Federation . 

Shown are winners of the Sailing and | 
Windsurfing Race together with Tia de 
Guzman (marketing officer of Club Pun- 
ta Fuego - 3rd from left, front row) and 


Manny Cabili (president - Philippine 
Windsurfing Association, front row ex- 
treme right) Atong Frego, Eboy Dolor, Al- 
bert Coveta, Dennis Lazo, Ken Moreno, 
Топо Legarda, Joseph Alagos, Lance Jo- 
son, Angela Adrian, Miguel Lazo, Jao 
Coveta, Jose Gabriel, Peng Hilario, Bingo 
Moreno, and Orly Francisco 

Club Punta Fuego is developed by Land- 
со Pacific Corp and operated by Fuego Ho- 
tels & Properties. For inquiries call 
7514025 to 27, or e-mail info@clubpunta- 
fuego.com.ph. 


f Trinoma 


ри, prawns, vegetables all mixed in that 
very special presentation (not to mention 
taste) and has catapulted North Park to be 
one of the most favored Chinese restau- 
rants over the past 13 years—is right in 
your newest and hippest mall in Quezon 
City. 

How fortunate it is for the folks in Que- 
zon City that they don't have to travel a 
long distance just to get a bowl of really 
great noodle-soup or an authentic Chinese 
meal that is affordable! Whether you're 
shopping, or window-shopping, watching a 
movie or just strolling around the newest 
mall this side of town, North Park is right 
there to serve you great tasting food—all 
the time! 


Shangri-la Hotels and Resorts awarded 
Best Luxury Hotel Brand by TTG Asia Media 


lected issues of TTG publications. 

Hong Kong-based Shangri-La Hotels and 
Resorts, Asia Pacific's leading luxury hotel 
group, currently manages 53 hotels under 
the five-star Shangri-La and four-star 
Traders brands, with a room inventory of 
over 24,000. The group has over 45 pro- 
jects under development in Austria, Cana- 
da, mainland China, France, India, Japan, 
Macau, Maldives, Philippines, Qatar, Sey- 
chelles, Thailand, United Arab Emirates, 
United Kingdom and the United States. For 
more information and reservations, call a 
travel professional or access the website at 
wwwshangri-la.com. 


an Plaza's 


Suite November Deal 


Treat the whole family with suite deals this 


November at The Malayan Plaza! 

For an overnight accommodation at а 
one-bedroom deluxe unit at a package rate 
of P3,900.00+ +, enjoy the comforts of one 
of the country's most excellent serviced res- 
idence. Highlighting this treat is a gift cer- 
tificate worth P1,000 from О Bistro, the 
Malayan Plaza's fine dining outlet. 

Included in this package are daily 
breakfast, complimentary bottled water, 
local newspaper and free use of swim- 
ming pool and Health Club facilities. 
Rates are valid for local residents and 
foreigners with ACR only until Nov. 30, 
2007 and are subject о 10-percent ser- 
vice charge and prevailing government 
taxes. Late check out is up to 4 p.m. and 
subject to room 
availability. Rooms 
not guaranteed 
shall be released 
after 6 p.m. on the 
day of expected ar- 
rival. 


Located at the 
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heart of the Ortigas Commercial District, 
The Malayan Plaza offers furnished units 
that easily combine aesthetic values, com- 
fort and functionality. Apart from featuring 
stylish interiors, Malayan Plaza units are al- 
so equipped with complete living, dining 
and kitchen facilities. Other attractions in- 
clude: cable network television, NDD/IDD 
telephones, individually controlled air-con- 
ditioning, hot and cold water, in-room 
video intercom, broadband Internet access 
in the room, swimming pool, gym, chil- 
dren's playroom,  housekeeping/laun- 
dry/concierge services, and 24-hour securi- 
y 

For reservations or more information, 
call The Malayan Plaza at 706-0055, or e 
mail sales@quantumsuites.com or log on 
to wwwthemalayanplaza.com. 
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By Charles E. Buban dean lines while in the living “We are continuously invest- cause of these showrooms An- FEATURING 
and dining rooms, with deep- ing in model units because they chor Land was able to generate contemporary 
ORTHEDEVELOP- colored furniture pieces that of- offer a glimpse of what we can 60 percent reservations for Oriental design, this 
er of Mandarin fera пісе contrast to the earth- deliver to our clients. Through Mandarin Square's 285 units 3-bedroom model. 


У unit at Mandarin 
toned surroundings. our model units, interested barely a year after the property SO. features 


earth-colored 
furniture that create 
an atmosphere of 
simple elegance. 


Square, it is only 
proper that its latest 39- Avant-garde look the life that awaits them at Mandarin Square units are 
story condominium pro- In contrast, the 147-sq-m Unit Mandarin Square,” Sison said. expected to be turned over by 
ject in Binondo, Manila, D is designed with an avant- She also believes that be- 

pay tribute to the multi- garde look to reflect current and 

faceted Chinese culture ‘*shionable rends in design, 


der Blending tempered glass, ve- 
that has made its target neer wood and metal, as seen in 


market prosperous. the glass dividers and enclo- 
"The design of Mandarin sures, kitchen cabinets, furni- 
Square features proportions ture pieces, as well as bathroom 
and formal geometric shapes fixtures, the Unit D's design is 
which symbolize the deep at- indeed, unconventionally con- 
tachment of the Chinese Fil. temporary 
ipino community with its cul- — The living and dining rooms 
ture and traditions,” described feature strategically placed mir- 
Elizabeth Sison, AVP for sales rors while the walls with “float- 
and marketing of Anchor Land.  ing-glass effect” to make the 
Speaking during the opening rooms more spacious, modern 
of Mandarin Square show- and fashionable. 
rooms at ће lower ground level “This is perfect for a relatively 
of SM Manila, Sison added that young and ultramodern Chi- 
the project is expected to pro- nese-Hilipino family" Sison said. 
vide the finest urban living A 
among well-off Chinese-Fil- Innovations 
pino families especially those Another innovation distinct 
in the Binondo area. only to Mandarin Square and 
S the whole Binondo area isa spe- 
2 distinct themes cially designed one-bedroom 
For the showroom, the devel- unit with balcony for single oc- 
oper teamed up with design cupants 
firm Asya Design Partners to The high-rise condo also 
conceive two distinct themes boasts of first-of-its-kind two- 
for Mandarin Squares 3-bed- level loft units with private gar- 
room units. dens and an easy access to the 
"The 163-square-meter Unit swimming pool, gym and other 
С was designed with a contem- recreational facilities. 
porary Oriental touch—high- Mandarin Square also has 
lighting earth, wood and metal three spacious penthouse units 
elements in the furniture—to with sky garden balconies and 
create an atmosphere of simple landscaped roof deck. 
elegance,” Sison described. All in all, Mandarin Square 
She added that the bedroom will offer one-, two-, three-, 
ceilings and walls feature four- and five-bedroom units 


soothing earth colors that offer ranging from 55 sq m to'225 sq THIS SKY HAS A LI 


а relaxing ambience with their m. 


clients will be able to appreciate was started. 


Limited prime units up for grabs. 
CALL NOW, 809-38-48 or 0920-9017119. 
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‘MANDARIN Square unit's avant-garde dining room 


MANY BUILDINGS WASTE A LOT OF 
energy mainly through inefficient 
lighting, badly maintained air condi- 
tioning, prolonged use of equipment 
and lights left on when not in use. 
‘Wasted energy translates into wast- 
ed money for building owners. It also 
means resource depletion and unnec- 
essary emission of tons of greenhouse 
gases. 
In many instances, finding solutions 
to these technical prob- 
lems means a lot of sav- 
ings for building own- 
ers. This has been the 
case with several excep- 
tional buildings that 
have won in the Asean 
Energy Awards. 
Some 3 
retrofitted building entries in the com- 
petition managed to gain over 20 per- 
cent savings in energy, even without 
major works done in the building sys- 
tem. This was done mainly through 
finetuning. 


What is finetuning? 

To finetune a watch or а car means 
to make adjustments so that it will per- 
form efficiently. It means making the 
necessary adjustments зо that a device 
or equipment meets its specified pur- 
pose. This is similar to what happens 
when buildings are finetuned. 

In buildings, finetuning or checking 
a building's system is part of a process 
called commissioning. Its purpose is to 
make sure that the building's mechani- 
cal systems are operating as specified 
so that no energy is wasted. 

While it cannot de denied that the 
latest technological advancements can 


cut down énérgy. dramatically, it has р 


been shown that ап effective mainte- 
nance program ¢an make buildings 
more energy efficient with minimal or 
no cost агай. 

It is now Widely accepted that de- 
pendence on new technology is not ef 
fective without a good staff and a solid 
maintenance program to back it up. 


Advantages of finetuning 
Finetuning is a 
program that can be 
implemented at vir- 
tually no cost to the 
building owner. No 
big investment in 
terms of expensive 
equipment is need- 
ed. However, it re- 
quires training energy managers who 
can closely monitor building systems 
and constantly finetune equipment. 

The key to its effectiveness lies in the 
hands of a few selected and skilled en- 
ergy managers to implement the pro- 
gram instead of an extensive group of 
technicians and personnel. 

Finally, finetuning can be done im- 
mediately so that inefficient building 
systems can be improved right away, 
thus reducing energy waste and finan- 
cial losses for the building owner. 


Howit's done 

A crucial element in fine tuning 
buildings is collecting and gathering 
operating data and vital information. 
The following is a typical finetuning 
procedure. 

In the planning stage, it is important 
to establish policies to serve as guide- 
lines in finetuning. In the next phase, the 
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Y PROPERTY 
Finetuning for energy efficiency and c 


FINETUNING was successfully implemented in the Fukuoka City 


National Library yielding annual energy savings of about 34 percent in 
aspan of eight years without any additional expenses; 


maintenance staff must draw an energy 
profile outlining the kilowatt-hours con- 
sumed and its expected demand in the 
future. The procedure for selecting ele- 
ments for finetuning is determined next. 
‘Then tuning items are selected and tun- 
ing and investigation of its effects are 
then prepared. Finetuning and its effects 
are then evaluated and finally, there is 
actual implementation. 


Examples 

Finetuning can be implemented in 
simple cases like reducing room tem- 
perature during the hot months of the 
year. It has been found that increasing 
the temperature by 1° can yield up to 
10 percent savings in energy for air 
conditioning. In contrast, room tem- 
perature can be increased during the 
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cooler months of the year 

Another example would be to shut 
down equipment when it is not need- 
ed. 

Perhaps an exceptional example 
where finetuning was implemented 
successfully is in Japan where the 
building systems of the Fukuoka City 
National Library were closely moni- 
tored from 1998 to 2006. It is a 5-story 
building which has a capacity to store 
up to 2 million volumes of books, mag- 
azines and film. Its energy savings to- 
taled 34 percent or US$3 million for an 
annual savings of US$375,000. And all 
this was through manual finetuning! 

‘There is a call for us to be more care- 
ful of our use of energy and to avoid 
wasteful consumption, for which our 
times will be remembered. 
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onservation 


The Philippine Institute of Environ- 
mental Planners will be holding its na- 
tional convention on Nov. 23-24 at the 
‘Occupational Safety and Health Cen- 
ter, North Avenue, Quezon City. This 
years theme is "Enhancing Local Eco- 
nomic Development through More Ef- 
fective Planning.” The convention will 
be showcasing "best practices" of local 
government initiatives. Sen. Loren 
Legarda will be the guest of honor and 
Keynote speaker. For details, please 
call Arlene Guarin-Ty of the PIEP зесте- 
tariat at at 920-9705 or fax 927-3595 
or email ріер secretariatQya- 
hoo.com. 

For comments or inquiries, e-mail 
amadodejesus@gmail.com. 


Manosa enters property 
development market 


MANOSA & CO. (FORMERLY FRANCISCO 
Майоѕа & Partners), one of the country's 
premier architectural firms, has joined the 
local property development market with its 
investment into a newly formed sister com- 
pany, Майоѕа Properties Inc. 

Maiiosa Properties is the latest addition to 
the country’s growing property development 


LAGUNA Central, the future lifestyle center, will have upscale 
restos, bars and cafés in relaxed open-air environment that will 
surely add vibrancy and excitement to Sta. Rosa. 


market. It is headed by Dino Майова, its 
founder and CEO. His father, architect Fran- 
cisco "Bobby" Mafiosa who designed such 
landmarks as Coconut Palace, Pearl Farm Re- 


GREENFIELD AutoPark is the country's 
first automotive industrial park. It is the 
home of Ford in the Philippines. 


GREENFIELD CITY 


THROUGHOUT THE PAST FEW 
years, Greenfield Development 
Corp. (GDC) has consistently built 
its strong presence in the South 
with the continuous growth of 
Greenfield City—the prime, self- 
sustaining community in’ Sta. 
Rosa, Laguna that has long been 
the dream location of investors, 
families and residents aiming to 
achieve more out of life with the 
perfect balance of modern city 
conveniences amid a green envi- 
ronment. 

Greenfield City’s success as а self- 
contained, viable community lies in 
its superb masterplanning and un- 
equalled support of GDC's expertise 
in various other industries, thereby 
providing for the basic needs of 
Greenfield City’s pioneering resi- 
dents while at the same time symbi- 
tically encouraging the migration 
of more families and developing 
more businesses. This favorable sit- 
uation isthe key to Greenfield City's 
continuous exponential growth in 
the past years. 


Inroads to progress 

It could be said that one of the, 
seeds of progress that GDC planted 
in order to jumpstart the flourish- 
ing of Greenfield City is the comple- 
tion of the ABI-Greenfield Inter- 
change in Malitit This seminal 
public infrastructure project by the 
Philippine National Construction 
Corp. with Greenfield Development 
Corp., Asia Brewery Inc. and the 
‘Toll Regulatory Board provided 
regular commuters and visitors to 
the South a faster and more conve- 
nient route going to and from Sta. 
Rosa, Laguna, in addition to the 
major road system of Sta. Rosa Exit 
and Mamplasan Interchange. 

‘The P260-million interchange 
was the perfect solution to decon- 
gest the traffic buildup within the 
area, opening up as well better 
transportation and exchange of 
goods, services, labor force and in- 
dustrial activities between the 
South and the traditional hub of 
Makati City and Metro Manila. 

Entertainment and shopping in 
the South was also changed with 
the opening of Paseo de Santa Rosa, 


PASEO De Santa Rosa at 
Greenfield City, the sprawling 
commercial center continues its 
expansion with Paseo 3 and future. 
development of Paseo 4 and 5 plus 
a transport terminal catering to 
the ever-growing market, 


Greenfield City’s landmark mall 
that provided families with more 
convenient options for daily conve- 
niences and weekend respite. Paseo 
de Santa Rosa has grown through 
the years together with the commu- 
nities of Greenfield City, providing 
the much-needed service for busy 
executives, families and their kids 
starting their lives in the South. 

Paseo de Santa Rosa continues to 
evolve and serve the ever-growing 
and discriminating needs of resi 
dents, with the récent opening of its 
newest wing, Paseo 3. With even 
more shops, fancy restaurants and 
entertainment hotspots, there is no 
more reason for Greenfield City 
denizens to trek far to the metro to 
enjoy cosmopolitan living. 


Jobs, jobs and more jobs 

Perhaps the most important self- 
sustainability factor that continu- 
ously leads Greenfield City to 
progress is the establishment of its 
economic and industrial zones such 
asthe Greenfield Auto Park. The ex- 
pansive 65-hectare special econom- 
ic zone is home of Ford in the 
Philippines. 

It also comprises industries such 
as Visteon Philippines Corp. and 
Automotive Interiors Corp., which 
are involved in the production of 
Ford's automotive electrical circuits 
and lining interiors. These indus- 


Rising in RP’s new growth center 


tries provide hundreds of thou- 
sands of job opportunities and reli- 
able employment for countless Fil- 
ipinos, enticing them to a stable 
family life in Greenfield City. More. 
so, the TechnoPark Hotel is also 
strategically located here, provid- 
ing for the needs of business execu- 
tives and people on the go. 

In addition, the Greenfield Au- 
tomall is a five-hectare integrated 
automotive retail and commercial 
establishment dedicated to саг 
dealership, car accessories and auto 
parts shop, driving the commercial 
viability of the area. It is envisioned 
as the new destination for car own- 
ers and enthusiasts. 

The most recent aspect of 
growth within Greenfield City 
the Sta. Rosa Business Park 
(SRBP), envisioned as the primary 
office and commercial zone of the 
area, naturally contributing to the 
continuously burgeoning econom- 
ic atmosphere in the South. A safe 
and secure environment for fami- 
lies is also now complete with the 
opening of the Southern Luzon 
Hospital and Medical Center 
(SLMHC). The SLMHC is а top- 
notch medical institution and facil- 
ity that will provide modern and 
state-of-the-art but affordable 
medical services to residents in the. 
South. 

With the potential demand for 
more office accommodation, ЗАВР 
will provide new, high-quality office 
spaces to meet the needs of both 
new and existing businesses. The 
commercial office spaces will be 
complemented with retail and 
mixed-use zones. 

Indeed, all the fruits of progress 
are now being reaped from the in- 
novative and pioneering seeds of 
growth that Greenfield Develop- 
ment Corp. had laid out the path to 
progress in the South. Once a 
quaint, rural area, Sta. Rosa is now 
fully realizing its potential as the 
‘country’s new growth center. Just 
as Greenfield had laid the founda- 
tions for a brighter future in the 
South, so will it guide its residents, 
workers, business locators and in- 
vestors into progress through the 
‘coming years. 


sort, Amanpulo Resort, 
Medical City and Shangri-La Mactan, sits as 
the chair of the board. 

Maiiosa Properties aims to bridge the gap 
between the creative design process and ac- 
tual property development. 

Because Dino is CEO of both Mafiosa & Co. 
and Mafiosa Properties, he is able to deliver 
the best product as envisioned by the archi- 
tects and at the same time still makes it a fea- 
sible property development venture. 


First project 

For its first project, Mafiosa Properties will 
soon launch “Lantana Lane,” a 2,750-square- 
meter development on Lantana Street, New 
Manila, Quezon City, consisting of 16 exclu- 
sive luxury townhomes clustered in a subur- 
ban garden setting. 

This elite gated community offers homes 
of 378 sq m covering 3 floors and a pent- 
house, Each home has 4 full bedrooms with 
toilet and showers plus ample closet space 
‘The maid's and driver's quarters are located 
on the ground floor with their own toilets 
and baths, a rarity in almost all other similar 
developments. The rooftop entertainment 
area comes with a roof garden and an option- 
al jacuzzi. 

Just like every Mafiosa-designed project, 
each dwelling unit at Lantana Lane has high 
ceilings and open areas for natural ventila- 
tion and lighting. Three of the total 16 units 
come with an adjacent outdoor garden. Two 
parking spaces are allotted per unit plus 2 
more within the property. 

Lantana Lane is also a “green develop- 
ment" a trademark of architect Bobby 
Maiiosa’s designs. Rainwater harvesting per 
unit and provisions for Zero Waste Manage- 
ment for the community plus other environ- 


е 
MANOSA Properties CEO Dino Майоѕа and 
Board Chair Francisco “Bobby” Mariosa. 
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DINO Майова, СЕО of Mafiosa Properties 


mental concepts are all part of Lantana 
Lane's masterplan. 


Financing scheme 

The development also utilizes the "Built to 
Own"/"Communidades" or Shared Develop- 
ment financing scheme. Each buyer gives 
their down payment to a trust account in a 
designated bank plus their post-dated checks 
of equal payments for the balance. The bank 
then releases the funds to Mafiosa Properties 
and its proponents every month following a 
third party project manager's schedule. Buy- 
ers are therefore protected from the onset 
thar their funds will be used only for the pro- 
ject. 

Mafiosa Properties only charges a mini 
mum service fee for packaging and managing 
the project for its investor-buyers. Therefore 
buyers get their units practically at cost or 
about 30 percent less than a comparable pro- 
ject as done by a traditional developer. 

“{ am indebted to pioneers like Quito 
Moras of the Communidades Development 
Group and Gilbert Yu of G&W Architects who 
have been both very generous with their time 
and gave me valuable advice early on in 
putting together Lantana Lane's financing 
scheme,” Dino states. 

“ОЁ course, I am also very grateful for the 
support and trust of my father, who after all is 
the design genius behind all our projects,” he 
says. 


Measuring stick 

According to Dino, the idea of setting up a 
property development company has been in 
the back burner, so to speak, for nearly 10 
years. After acquiring the needed personal 
expertise and seeing the thriving state of the 
Jocal real estate market, he deemed it best to 
launch the company now. 

‘The goal of Mafiosa Properties is to be- 
come the country's foremost "pocket real es- 
tate development manager.” Mafiosa says, 
“As of the moment, I do not want huge presti- 
gious projects but small, pocket develop: 
ments where the personal touch can come 
in” 

‘The company has other projects on the 
drawing board but for now, Lantana Lane 
will serve as its measuring stick of success as 
it eagerly enters the competitive real estate 
sector. 
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The free spirits in our worldly domains 


OUR WORLDLY DOMAINS— 
our homes and all other places where 
we have human activity—are the 
shields that protect our feeble souls 
from the mischief of the free and lost 
spirits, The belief is shared by many 
cultures and each has developed su- 
perstitions and varied techniques of 
‘overcoming the “negative” spirits and 
their presence in our world. 

Across races and creeds, mirrors 
have always played a starring role їп 
superstitious beliefs. A broken mirror 
isa bad omen and spells seven years of 
bad luck. A picture frame with a glass 
panel cover that falls and breaks 
means imminent death for the subjects 
ofthe photo or ata minimum, a broken 
relationship. A large ог full-height mir- 

inted horizontally, where it 
seemingly cuts across a person's reflec- 
tion, is to be avoided at all costs. Large 


mirrors in the bedrooms multiply im- 
ages, and especially in the dark, may 
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confuse the occupant's soul and should 
thus be shunned. 


Ritual beliefs 

Nick Joaquin's short story, "May Day 
Eve,” echoes the same ritual beliefs. 
The lead characters believed that if 
they looked into a mirror late in the 
night, they would see, over their shoul- 
der, the face of the man they would 
marry—or see the devil instead. 

Counting steps by threes by the "Oro 
(gold), plata (silver), mata (death)" 
method is a Spanish tradition that sug- 


silver is acceptable, “mata” or death is 
the absolute no-no. Among the Chi- 

ilipino, steps are counted by 
pairs: “good-good; bad-bad.” Thus, 
22.step staircase is ideal to have the 
best of both cultures. 


Hiding places 

Basements and isolated nooks and 
crannies are said to be the hiding 
places of evil souls. These dark spaces 
are discouraged to avoid the "binaba- 
hayan” phenomena. Conversely, large 
doors, windows and other openings 
аге encouraged. They not only drive 
the negative entities away, but also 
promote the entry of good spirits and 
positive energies. 

That's why most owners of unused 
homes or commercial spaces hurriedly 
try to lease their property even in the 
construction or “fit-out” stages lest the 


gests the fate of its occupant 
"oro" or gold is the ideal an 


Whereas 
“plata” or 


DUETTOS О! 


EVERYONE HAS, AT SOME 
point in their lives, dreamt of liv- 
ing on an island—waking up to 
the warmth of the sun, surround- 
ed by nature, and staying blissful- 
ly far and away from the madden- 
ing crowd. 

Maverick real estate developer 
Brittany Corp., a proud member of 
the country’s largest home builder, 
Vista Land & Lifescapes Inc., gives 
island living a modern twist 
through а masterfully planned 
community in Dasmarifias, Cavite. 
Caribe at The Islands is part of a 
130-hectare lifescape inspired by 
the colorful and distinctive way of 
life of the Caribbean. 

Recently introduced into this 
growing roster of artfully crafted 
homes is the Martinique—a part of 
the Caribe Duetto that offers rea- 
sonably priced duettos designed for 
young starting families. 

“Cavite is one of mega-Manila's 
fastest growing cities. It is home to 
many major manufacturing firms, 
multinational corporations and 
other commercial enterprises. Our 
presence there provides an oppor- 
tunity for young families embark- 
ing on a new life to enjoy a higher 
standard of living while puting 
their hard-earned savings into an 
investment that will secure their fu- 
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lifestyle. 


TANY'S CARIBE 
A celebration of island living 


ture,” declared Vista Land President 
and CEO Jing Serrano. 


Caribe Duetto 

The Martinique is an expression 
of the great Caribbean-Floridian 
communities. Its textured walls are 
painted in bright, island colors and 
accented with gable facade. Arched 
windows, verandas and cupolas 
provide a sophisticated finish. Con- 
tained within its 120-sq-m lot area 
are three bedrooms and toilet and- 
baths, attesting to the ingenuity of 
the layout. 

Alsoa part of the Caribe Duetto is 
the Dominique. Also designed with 
the same flair as the Martinique, its 
105-54-т lot area has two bed- 
rooms and toilet-and-baths. Pack- 
ages for both the Martinique and 
the Dominique start from P2.6 mil- 
lion. 

"When planning for any of our 
developments, we anticipate every 
possible concern of our clients. As 
we position the Duetto homes at 
Caribe for young families, part of 
the package that we offer is a Duet- 
to that is fully furnished and fully 
fitted. All the family has to do is 
tum the key and walk into what 
they can proudly call their own 
home,” Serrano continued. 

Residents of the Caribe Duetto 
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STYLISH living are accented with natural materials for an updated island 


can also enjoy the various ameni- 
ties that Caribe offers. This includes 
a leisure and lifestyle area called 
the Paseo Park. It offers various 
sports and recreational facilities in- 
cluding basketball and tennis 
courts, picnic grounds and parks. 
The country club called Club Island 
will also be completed soon. Like- 
wise, within the grounds is St. 
Paul's College which provides quali- 
ty education from grade school to 
high school levels. 


Access 

Located in Barangay Pala-Pala, 
Dasmarifias, Cavite, residents are 
also nearby world-class golf course, 
hotels, recreational sports and vari- 
ous leisure activities. Schools, hos- 
pitals, malls and other commercial 
spaces are likewise within a conve- 
nient distance from this exclusive 
enclave. It is accessible through var- 
ious entry points into the city in- 
cluding Alabang via Daang Hari 
through фе — Molino-Paliparan 
Road, via the South Luzon Express- 
‘way through Carmona and through 
the Coastal Road from Manila. 

“The Caribe Duetto is really 
about getting started in life on the 
right path. With this unique devel- 
‘opment, the prime property is cer- 
tainly well within their reach,” Ser- 
rano concluded. 

Brittany is a maverick real estate 
developer of innovative and cre- 
ative lifescapes. Its eclectic and vi- 
brant portfolio includes Lakefront 
City Central, CrossWinds, Portofi- 
no, Georgia Club, The Islands, Mo- 
saic at Greenbelt, KL Mosaic at 
Legaspi, and Avant at The Fort. 
With masterplanned developments 
steeped in character, stylistic and 
thematic appeal, rich architectural 
details and excellent craftsman- 
ship, it successfully and continu- 
ously reinvents the local real estate 
landscape. 

For inquiries and property pre- 
views, please call 850-2868 or 850- 
3084, or visit  wwwbrit 
tany.com.ph. 


souls take over and play their pranks 
on the new occupants. A domineering 


Greenbelt Chancellor 
now substantially sold 


MONTHS BEFORE THE START OF ITS 
actual construction, the 33-story Greenbelt 
Chancellor is already substantially sold as 
buyers scramble to ensure that they will be 
getting units in the first fully furnished con- 
dominium in the classy Greenbelt area in 
Makati City. 

Greenbelt Chancellor signals the return 
of top property developer Megaworld Corp. 
to stand-alone developments in the area by 
allotting Р1 billion for its construction that 
is slated to begin in the fourth quarter of the 
year. 


Units 
Unit prices range from P3 million for the 
36-square-meter studio-type to P13.4 million 
for the three-bedroom penthouse unit. 
Legaspi said the units are available for as 
low as P12,000 per month, 60 months to pay 


soul that takes over, after all, may be 
difficult to drive away. 

In European traditions, May Day 
Eve represents the day that falls be- 
tween the solar festivals of the year: 
the equinoxes and solstices. It marks 
the beginning of summer. In my case, it 
marked the beginning of a fear of mir- 


New niche 

“The fast preselling rate that we are experi- 
encing for Greenbelt Chancellor means that 
Megaworld has again found a new niche in 
property development, which is to offer fully: 
furnished condominium units as a form of 
enticement to the market,” said Clifford 
Legaspi, Megaworld Corp. assistant vice 
president for sales and project head for 
Greenbelt Chancellor. 

‘Among the appliances and furniture that 
buyers will expect to see inside the 328 units 
of the Greenbelt Chancellor at no added cost 
are а Sony Home Theater System, sofa, din- 
ing set, bed frame with mattress, entertain- 
ment cabinetry, accent chair, bedroom closet 
and kitchen set. 

‘The target market for the Greenbelt Chan- 
cellor includes entrepreneurs, doctors due to 
its proximity to the Makati Medical Center, 
and foreign-based Filipino professionals. The 
units are scheduled for delivery in October 
2010. 


ASTYLISH dining set comes 
unit purchase at the fully fu 
Chancellor. 


rors. I dreaded to see the image of the 
devil over my shoulder. Thankfully, he 
never showed up but I never dared to 
face a mirror in the dark anyway. My 
bigger challenge for now is to deal 
with the diabolicals in my sphere of in- 
fluence—counting the stair steps and 
keeping the spaces airy. 


and no down payment. 

Model units are available for viewing at 
the nearby Greenbelt Parkplace on C. Palanca 
Street in Legaspi Village. 

Greenbelt Chancellor will be the third 
high-end condominium of Megaworld in the 
area after the successful and completed 
Greenbelt ParkPlace and the Greenbelt 
Radissons projects. 


Interested investors may view the Green- 
belt Chancellor’ fully furnished, fully fitted, 
fully serviced model unit Greenbelt Park- 


‘THE VIEW of the Makati. 
at Greenbelt Chancellor. 


Place. You may also call or text 09153137409 
and 09153137408 for a viewing appoint- 
ment, send an e-mail to mcbd-salesser- 
vices@megaworldcorp.com, or check out 
www.megaworldcorp.com. 


Century Properties holds groundbreaking rite of The Gramercy Residences 


EARLY LAST MONTH, CENTURY 
City Development Corp., an affiliate of 
Century Properties Inc., the largest pri- 


vately owned property company in the 

country, marked another milestone in 

real estate history. It held the ground- 

breaking of The Gramercy Residences аг 

the former International School Manila. 

property, located on Kalayaan Avenue, 
ti City. 

Presiding over the groundbreaking 
rites were CPI Chair Ambassador Jose 
є. B. Antonio, Chief Operating Officer 
John Victor R. Antonio, Managing Di- 
rector Marco R. Antonio and Meridien 
Development Group Vice Chair Ricar- 
do Cuerva, CPI Corporate Planning Di- 


rector Carlo R. Antonio, and Century 
City Development Corp. Project Man- 


ager Raul Alvarez. 


Holdings. — Century 


Properties, 
through its affiliate Century City De- 
velopment Corp., will be developing 


They were joined by guest of honor, 
Makati Rep. Teodoro Locsin Jr. and 
wife Louie Locsin, ISM Alumni Office 
Director Stephanie Hagedorn and 
Alumni Coordinator Grace Choy 
Barangay Poblacion Chair Joey Villena 
and San Miguel Village Association 
President Tessie M. Fernandez. 


Purchased by consortium. 

The former International School 
Manila property was purchased in 
2006 by a consortium composed of 
Century Properties Inc. and Picar 


its share of the ISM property into Cen- 
tury City, a sprawling mixed-use de- 
velopment that will contain residen- 
tial, retail and office components. 
True to its commitment to continue 
the world-class heritage of ISM, mul- 
tiawarded Century Properties envi- 
sions to build an architectural mas- 
terpiece in The Gramercy Residences, 
the first building to rise in Century 
City. Its conceptual designer is the 
world-renowned Jerde Partnership 
with Filipino architectural firm Roger 
Villarosa Architects and Associates. 


Excavation for The Gramercy will 
start this month, according to CCDC 
Project Director Raul Alvarez. 


Among biggest selling points 
Fully fitted, fully furnished and fully 
serviced units, a concept pioneered by 
the company, are among the biggest 
selling points of the project. It will also 
feature a six-level lifestyle and enter- 
tainment center. P 
Named after a private residen 
in New York, the P6-billion Gramercy will 
have approximately 1,200 residential 
‘units that come in flat and loft configura- 
tions—from a 28-sq-m studio to a 160- 
sq m three-bedroom loft. There are sixin- 


terior design themes to choose from. 

The Gramercy’s so-called "hyper- 
amenities" include the 6,000-square- 
meter, three-floor SkyPark, an amenity 
deck with three pools, three gyms, a 
day-care center, spa, DVD library and 
THX theater, café, book club, lounge, 
conference room, yoga and Pilates 
room set 36 stories above the ground, 
providing residents with unobstructed 
views of the Makati skyline. 

For more information visit 
www.centurycitycom.ph or visit the 
model units at the second floor, Pacific 
Star Low-Rise, Sen. Gil Puyat corner 
Makati Avenue, Makati City. 
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‘THIS YEAR, CAMELIA PRESTIGE EM- 
barked on its first two real estate pro- 
jects of grand proportion—the Pacific 
Residences in Taguig and Laureano di 
‘Trevi Towers in Makati City—both of- 
fering the comforts of high-rise living. 

‘Camella Homes & Communities, the 
preferred property brand of Filipinos 
‘and the largest and leading provider of 
quality affordable homes in Mega Mani- 
Та through its new unit, Camella Pres- 
tige, grants a luxurious touch to resi- 
dences of veritable investment. Camella 
is a proud subsidiary of Vista Land and 
Lifescapes Inc., the Philippines largest 
homebuilder offering homes for all in- 
come segments and catering to different 
lifestyles across the entire country 

Camella Prestige is evolving real es- 
tate standards to complement the 
lifestyle and living requirements of Fil- 
ipinos diligently working for their fami- 
1уѕ future. Every development is guided 
by the four cornerstones of a truly prest 
gious yet unpretentious residential com- 
munity: intricate and master-planned 
design, added diversity of home options, 
premium location and utilizing only top- 
ofthe-line materials. 


Pacific Residences 

Already under full-blast construction, 
Pacific Residences is a self-contained, 
fully integrated community with a wide 
collection of living options, all influ- 
enced by the distinctive architecture of 
neo-Victorian San Francisco. 

‘The condominium enclave features а 
resort-style ambiance, has three five-sto- 
ту, low-rise towers offering accommoda- 
tions for upwardly mobile individuals 
and their families: one-bedroom units 
with a 23 square meters of floor area, 


two-bedroom and three-bedroom units 
with floor spaces of 40 sq m and 55 sqm, 
respectively. Parking slots are available 
as well, Price begins at P1.2 million. 

The Natalie single-attached home has 
а floor area of 111 sq m on a minimum 
99-sq-m lot. The Pamela single-attached 
home has a floor area of 94 sq m on a 
minimum 88-sq-m lot. 

The Queen Townhomes offers four 
models with floor areas ranging from 
136 sq m to 177 sq m and lot areas from 
89 sq m to 106 sq m. With high ceilings 
and modern interiors, these three-story 
townhomes are luxuriously spacious by 
urban standards. 

‘Complementing the array of residen- 
tial options is a commercial area com- 
plete with entertainment and lifestyle 
facilities with an ambiance evocative of 
San Francisco's Union Square. 

Pacific Residences boasts an unbeat- 
able location in terms of value and prox- 
imity, because it is located on Taguig 
version Road in Taguig Cíty just off the 
C-5 artery, within a $-kilometer radius of 
Makati. Fort Bonifacio is a next-door 
neighbor, with Market! Marker! a short 
drive away. The Ortigas business center 
is a mere 15-minute drive to the north, 
with Quezon City just beyond; the South 
Luzon Expressway and the Ninoy 
Aquino International Airport are equally 
accessible in the other direction. 


Laureano di Trevi Towers 

For the career-driven urbanite, living 
virtually right next door to Makati's cen- 
tral business district poses endless bene- 
fits. The Laureano di Trevi Towers 
strategically located on Pasong Tamo, 
Makati City is Camella Prestige's second 
major real estate project valued at P2.5 
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‘THE PACIFIC Residences is a one-of-a-kind 


inner-city” development inspired by the 
neo-Victorian architecture of which 
San Francisco is known. 
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ARELAXING retreat at day's 
Residence 


AP1.5 BILLION development, the Pacific 


es is designed for value-laden urban living. 


billion. Trevi is set to meet the increasing 
demand for high-rise residences with its 


1 3-tower vertical mixed-use (combina- 


THE LAUREANO di Trevi Towers offers 
the convenience of residing practically 
next door to Makati's commercial and 
business district. 


tion of residential and commercial 
units) development to span over 5,000 
sqm of property. 

The moder architectural style of Tre- 
vi is complemented by an energy-effi- 
cient design which utilizes ventilation 
gratings, sunsheds and heat reflective 
exterior closures. Each tower is purpose- 
fully arranged to enhance natural venti- 
lation and lighting. Over 1,000 exclusive 
residences will be available at Trevi: sin- 
gle-bedroom units beginning at 20 sq m 
to 31 sq m, and combined 2-bedroom 
units with a 40-sq-m floor area. The 
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Penthouse units present a luxurious liv- 
ing option with a floor area ranging 
from 87 sq m to 180 sq m. Each unit 
boasts of a balcony Price starts at P1.6 
million. 

The first five levels of every tower 
serve as the podium, with the ground 
level to accommodate commercial es- 
tablishments, second to fifth floors to of- 
fer parking spaces for residents, and the 
podium!s roofdeck to house first-class 
amenities and facilities for a comfortable 
urban lifestyle. A rare treat for condo- 
minium dwellers is the existence of 
landscaped gardens, promenade and al 
fresco areas at Trevi's Sky Plaza. 

Trevi is just 5 minutes away from the 
Makati central business district (CBD), 
Greenbelt and the Asian Institute of 
Management (AIM), a stone's throw 
away from Makati Cinema Square, 
while the Don Bosco Technical Institute 
is just across. The Trevi Towers is acces- 
sible from the north and south via the 
Sergio Озтейа highway (South Super- 
highway), and from the east and west 
via the Antonio Amaiz Road (Pasay 
Road). 

“1ппег-сйу” living takes on a new 
meaning and becomes more desirable 
with the rise of Camella Prestige's two 
new developments. For inquiries about 
Pacific Residences, call 496-2420 and 
496-8032; and about Laureano di Trevi 
Towers, call 772-1096 and 850-4682; or 
logon to wwwcamella.com.ph. 
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Unit prices 
start at 
PI.4M or 
as low as 
P11,888 

a month. 


Things look different when seen from 


, the top. And when it's seen from a prime location. 


like The Beacon, it looks'even better. Rising along. 


Don Chino Roces Avenue corner Arnaiz Avenue, 


this Is che prime address you've been looking for 


because everything that matters is just close by. 


The Makati Central Business district, premier shopping. 


centers like Greenbelt, Glorietta and Waltermart, 


hospitals, schools and churches аге ай just steps away. 


Live here and watch the world revolve 


around you. Complete with close to а hectare's 


worth of full-sized amenities and an assortment of 


special services, you know that this is the str lifestyle 


that you've been craving for 


Те top it off, being a star is now within 


your reach. You can finally enjoy all the perks and 


privileges of living like a star at a prime address 


Here, the prices are so friendly on your pocket, 


making your home at The Beacon is a wallin che park, 


ШЙ 
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Don Chino Roces cor. A Armiz Avenues, San Lorenzo, Макай City. 


Tel. 856-5656 / 856-2830 * www.thebeacon.com.ph 
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by Wanggo Gallaga 
Bringing sexy 


Drac 
hy Tals Diaz 


Vital 
designs 
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WAYNE “THE ROCK” 
Johnson has lived enough 
life for five people. 

His seemingly seamless transition 
from college football player to profes- 
sional wrestler to television actor to 
movie star has won him fans around | 
the world. The change has been con- 
stant—and he embraces it. "Tm very 
grateful to have all these opportunities 
and I am fortunate to be able to find a 
little bit of success in every genre,” he 
said. 

He chalks up his ability to adapt to a 
childhood spent on the road, moving 
from one place to another. "I lived in a 
lot of states and in Hawaii and New 
Zealand. 1 didn't have an option other 
than to embrace it and make the most 
of out of it. Not necessarily having the 
ability to buy a lot of things because 
we didn’t have a lot of money made us 
focus on the most important thing 
which was family.” 

Dwayne’s latest film, Disney's “The 
Game Plan,” does exactly the same 
thing—put the spotlight on the value 
of family. 

In it he plays Joe Kingman, a super- 
star quarterback who discovers that he 
has a daughter he didn’t know about. 
Disney Channel actress Madison Pettis 
plays little Peyton, Dwayne's movie 
daughter. 

Super flew to Singapore to meet the 
very funny Dwayne and to talk about 
his latest film, his real life daughter Si- 
mone Alexandra and his career's end- 
less reincarnation. 

How did you get involved with 
this project? 

Well, the money. laughter) Disney 
came to me with a wonderful idea, а 
very sweet, simple story about a guy 
who finds his first true love in the 
form of an 8-year-old who calls her 
daddy. I fell in love with the story be- 
cause I'm the proud daddy of a little 
| 6-year-old. 1 understand the very 
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unique bond that a daddy has with his 
little girl. 

How do you spend quality time 
with your daughter? 

Doing little things. It used to be 
looking for the biggest things I can do, 
where can I take her, whether it's out of 
the country or to Disney. But as you get 
older, you realize- that the smaller 
things are more important. Picking her 
up from school, dropping her off, go- 
ing to the beach, just hanging out, tak- 
ing her to get ice cream. 

In the movie you built a beautiful 
room for your little girl, do you do 
similar things for your daughter? 

Tove surprising my little girl. I had 
her room completely decorated. I went 
to Toys R Us and bought all these toys . 
Its just one of those corny dad things 
that you do. Decorate it all pink, dolls 
everywhere, tea time. 

Does she understand that you're a 
big star? 

She's finally understanding. The 
movie was significant in our house- 
hold for a lot of reasons. Number one, 
this was the first movie slie could see, 
the others were too grown-up for her. 
Number two, she started to get it. Be- 
fore, she couldn't understand. Why do 
people want daddy's autograph? Why 
do they want daddy's picture? We tell 
her, well, daddy makes movies, but we 
couldn't really show her. She finally 
gets it now. 

How has fatherhood changed 
you? 

I really appreciate family more. I 
know what its like to be selfless finally 
aughter) and I know the beauty of 
living your life for somebody else liter- 
ally, for another human being. 

What is the most difficult thing 
about parenting? 

The challenge of saying no. And the 
daily challenge of raising a child is 
making sure they know the value of 
hard work, of family. You always have. 
to set a good example. We all have that 
responsibility. 

What was the most challenging 
part of the movie for you? 

The biggest challenge for me was ar- 


ON WORKING with Madi 


п Pettis: "The truth is, the children are great to work with. 


It's some of the adults that you don't want to work with.” 


guing with little Madison. There were big 
moments in the movie were I was yelling 
at her That was challenging because I 
just don’t yell at little 8-year-old girls like 
that. But I got over it quickly, especially 
when the paychecks started coming in. 
aughter) 

‘You had to study ballet for the movie. 
What was that like? 

‘Anytime I can put on a tight green bal- 
let one-piece that’s very thin and embar- 
rassing, I'm all for it. (laughter) We had 
the chance to dance with the Boston Bal- 
let, some of the best in the world, for 
three to four weeks. I loved it, they were 
зо patient with me. I was very lucky that 
they made me look halfway good. 

Which is more difficult, acting with 
the dog or an 8-year-old girl? 

There's this age-old attitude in Holly- 
wood, you're not supposed to work with 
children or animals. But the truth is, the 
children are great to work with. IPs some 
of the adults that you don't want to work 
with sometimes. They're cranky and un- 
happy and just miserable. The children 
are great, some adults, not so great. 
augher) 

You sing to your daughter in the 
movie. How did you prepare for that? 
Are you a big fan of singing? 

You just put yourself in a realistic situa- 
tion. If my daughter was upset, I would 
do everything to make her happy, to make 
her feel good. You put yourself in that 
mindset as an actor and it was really easy. 


Т$ NOT EVERYDAY 

that you get invited to 

become a vampire. 

Especially not by an ex who 
had just recently discovered the 
endless constructive applica- 
tions of Facebook, like building a 
vampire army. Curiosity had got- 
ten the better of me and so I took 
а quick glance at his most recent 
activities on the social virtual 
network since he flew back to 
the southern hemisphere. There 
it all was, his late night activities 
enumerated in detail as an on- 
line preternatural creature—at- 
tacking zombie ninjas, creeper 
werewolves and undead 
hunters. Man, was this guy lame! 
1 felt a sudden rush of relief, until 
I realized that I was the one do- 
ing the online stalking at an un- 
godly hour, thereby making me 
far, far more significant in the 
pathetic-o-meter. It was yet an- 
other dimension to an old para- 
normal romance. I used to date a. 
virtual vampire! Buffy and I 
should form a club. 

Paranormal romance, a pub- 
lisher once told me, is all the 
rage these days. It is actually a 
sub-genre of speculative fiction, 
delving on the romantic relation- 
ships between humans and fan- 
lastical beings. The most com- 
mon fantasy affair of the genre, 
not surprisingly, is the amour be- 


Мате: Bela Lugosi 
aka Count Dracula 
Claim to fame: Bringin 
sexy Drac in 1920s 
Hollywood 

Downfall: Talk about a 
lifetime of typecasting! 
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LOVE BITES. Bestselling fiction 
about teenage vampire romance 


tween humans and vampires. 
Now there’s all the proof you 
need that love sucks. (Just ask 
Buffy and Mina Murray.) So just 
what is it about vampires that fe- 
males actually fantasize about 
canoodling with them? 


Sexy drac 


Paranormal romances are in 


nd „2 


ing! 


Romanticized, 
dramatized—the modern day 
vampire has been totally demys- 
tified, and is now the equivalent 
of a member of a boy band. The. 
more prominent bloodsuckers of 
today's pop culture—Lestat, An- 
gel, Spike, Edward Cullen—had 
taken Bela Lugosi's legacy of the 
1920s and created what I call the 
Where's 
‘when my younger teen cousins 
dream about being bitten for a 
immortal 


glampire. 


life 
love? 


of 


Claim to fame: Lead role in 


1922 German expressionist 
film, Nosferatu 


fact one of the fastest growing 
trends in the romance genre. 
"Twilight" is one of the more 
popular series of novels written 
by Stephenie Meyer, which fol- 
lows the travails of 17-year-old 
Isabella Swan, 
lessly in love with vampire Ed- 
ward Cullen, a good-looking, 
mysterious boy who sits beside 
her in Biology class. She soon 
discovers that Edward comes 
from a family of “reformed vam- 
pires” who substitute animal 
blood for human blood in their 
diet. Vegetarian vampires? Now 
there's an eternal life of suffer- 


Bringing scary back 

There are no glampires in the 
new movie directed by Sam Rai- 
mi that hits the theaters this 
weekend, just in time for the 


Are you as obsessed with Elvis as Joe 
Kingman is? 

Llove Elvis. It was my idea to add that 
layer to the character. I thought it would 
be interesting. I love Elvis and I have all 
kinds of Elvis memorabilia. I'm a big fan. 

In the movie, Joe Kingman watches 
his interviews again and again, do you 
do the same thing? 

Iwatch certain interviews especially if] 
know I said something silly. I watch to re- 
mind myself never to say that again. 
Some interviews I do are a lot of fun and I 
watch them—whether its with David 
Letterman or Jay Leno or Conan O'Brien. 
But its actually quite the opposite. 1зее a 
lot of myselfso the last thing I like watch- 


ing is myself. 

You got injured doing this film. What 
happened? 

I ruptured my Achilles tendon, 1 
snapped it. For an average man, it's 
painful. For me, it hurt like hell. (laugh- 
ter) With this kind of injury you have to 
have rehab for about a year and a half ev- 
ery day but I didn't want to lose the mo- 
mentum of this movie. I called Andy Fick- 
man the director and said 1 can shoot 
around it and that we were still gonna 
make the movie. I'm still “rehab-ing” to- 
day. I had surgery last June. 

Which do you enjoy more, working 
оп a comedy or action? 

Comedies are very unique and reward- 
ing. It’s rewarding to make people laugh. 
Everybody wants to feel good. We have 
enough drama going on in our life and 
around the world anyway. I love action 
movies and I've had the chance to do 
some really cool action movies. There's 


"ANYTIME | can put on a tight green ballet one-piece that's very thin and embarrassing, 


mall fort,” said Dwayne. 
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thisshift that has taken place over the last 
two or three years. I always mention 
these guys—Daniel Craig and what he 
did with the last Bond movie and Ман 
Damon and what he did with the Bourne 
series. They really raised the bar in terms 
of action. I love what they did. 

How do you gauge if you're being 
funny? 

You rely on instinct. I always think self 
deprecating comedy is a great form of 
comedy. When you are aware of who you 
are and what you are and you can make 
fun of yourself, that’s important. If you're 
laughing at yourself, there's a good 
chance that people will laugh with you. 

What is the one role you'd most like 
to play? 

The one thing that I haven't done and 
that I want to do is a musical, Musicals 
seem a lot of fun. 

Which actors do you want to-work 
with? 

Clive Owen, Denzel Washington, | 
would love to be directed by Clint East 
wood. I'd love to work with Steve Carrell, 
Nathan Lane, there's a ton of them out 
there. 

Is there any movie that made you go, 
“{wish I did that”? 

Well there's Brokeback Mountain: 

Which one did you want to be? 

The horse. (laughter) 

What odd jobs did you have before 
getting into the limelight? 

First job I had, T was 13, I was. a dish 
washer at a pizza place in Hawaii. I was 
making $3.45 an hour. I collected carts at 
a grocery store, I did telemarketing. 1 did 
a ton of things. I wouldn't change it. 1 call 
that scrubbing the walls. That's what you 
do, you scrub the walls, yourget-dirt on 
your hands. 

You wrestle, you play football, you 
act, you sing, you did ballet. Is there 
anything you can't do? Can you even 
fiy? 

laughter) I'm gonna fly out of here. 1 
can't drink warm sake. It has to be cold. 
(laughter JI've been able to do some.cool 
things in my life but I've had a lot of help 
too. Туе had the chance to make good 
movies, there are a lot of great actors 
around me, great directors. I played great 
football, great sports, 1 had great team- 
mates. Wrestling, same thing. Great pro- 


Suffering from a paranormal romance? Best to bring 
scary back to the modern day Glampire 


the 
novel written by 
Steve Niles, and 
illustrated by Ben 
Templesmith, “30 
Days of Night" is 
а bloody feeding 
frenzy that aims 
to recapture the 
fearful sentiment. 
of the horror 
movie genre. 

Т caught the 
advanced screen- 
ing .the other 
night, and all T 
can say is that no 
sane girl would 
be dreaming of 
trysting with 
these bloodsuck- 
ers. The only oth- 


who falls hap- 


glamorized, 


the scare 


unrequited 


Halloween revelry. “30 Days of 
Night" is bringing scary back, 
presenting vampires that are a 
cross breed of Marilyn Manson 
and great white sharks. Based on 
groundbreaking graphic 


ABLOODY long night 


er movie off the top of my head 
that had more blood spilled was 
"The Passion of Christ." The sto- 
ту takes place way up north in 
the compass, in Barrow, Alaska, 
where the sun sets for 30 days, 
making the darkness the perfect. 
feeding ground for vampires. 
Kuya Josh Hartnett plays the 
brave Sheriff Ebun, likewise en- 
tangled in a paranormal ro- 
mance, who takes on the monu- 


mental task of saving the re- 
maining survivors of his town 
until the sun rises again. 


Inthe flesh 

Like a happy coincidence, the 

groundbreaking 

illustrator of the 
“30 Days of 
Night" graphic 
novel series, Ben 
Templesmith, is 
currently in town 
for book signings 
and ап work- 
shops (See relat- 
ed story). It is his 
visual represen- 
tation of the hor- 
rid, bone chilling 
vampires that the 
film takes its cue 
from. Г caught 
Ben in the flesh 
during the pre- 
screening lunch 
at my daytime 
hangout Fully Booked, and for 
some reason was expecting some 
dark, brooding, angst-ridden 
artist who never made eye con- 
tact. (If you saw some of his art- 
work, you'd be a tad bit scared 
too!) Т couldn't have been more 
wrong as he turned out to be this 
really pleasant and down-to- 
earth Aussie who shared about 
his taste for Guinness and tequi- 
Ja, and not vials of human blood. 


Name: Willem Dafoe 


Tasked him if he was used to the 
stereotyping that I was guilty of. 
Ben said that he takes all the 
darkness from inside and brings 
it out in his work, and therefore 
"its the ones who draw the Mick- 
ey Mouses that you should be 
scared ofi" 


Fear revisited 

What is the function of fear, 
then, in our humanity? HP 
Lovecraft believes fear to be “the 
oldest and strongest emotion of 
mankind.” Fear exists because of 
an absence of understanding. It 
is a paralyzing inner force in- 
dicative of the darker parts of 
ourselves that we have yet to 
confront. As children, some of us 
are afraid of the dark; growing 
up, some of us are afraid of com- 
mitment; and in our golden 
years, we are afraid of dying 
alone. 

1 failed to mention earlier on 
that my "paranormal romance” 
of two years ago with Mr. Online 
Vampire had ended because of 
an unshakeable fear of commit- 
ment at a time in our lives when 
we still had way more important 
things to do. Pm glad to see that 
we have since moved on to bet- 
ter things of earth-shaking mag- 
nitude, like attacking imaginary 
werewolves and stalking virtual 
vampires. Nothing scary about it 


Claim to fame: Played role 
of areal vampire playing as 


Max Schreck playing a 
vampire in 2000 film 


“Shadow of the Vampire” 


Downfall: His Oscar chances 


are deader than a corpse. 


duction around me too, as well. 
Singing, great production, as well. 
aughter) 

Do you still play football? 

Yes, it's called X-Box. 

Your career has been compared to 
Arnold Schwarzenegger's—he moved 
from sports to movies and now he's їп 
Politics. Do you see a similar career 
trajectory for you? 

(imitates Schwarzenegger's accent) 
Well you know it's funny because you 
know, The Rock got into Hollywood. 
(laughter) It’s always an honor to be 
compared to a guy like that who's un- 
believably successful. He was always 
very encouraging which was nice. 
When I first got into acting, he was very 
gracious and encouraging to me. Нез 
been great in politics. Who knows? And 
the difference is Pm American so I can 
run for president. (laughter) 

What do you remember about 
your last visit to the Philippines? 

‘That was four or five years ago. It 
was fantastic. Right before I started re- 
tiring, the Philippines was one of the 
last places 1 wrestled in. It was really 
beautiful, tremendous energy. Every- 
опе was really supportive and gra- 
cious. 

Can you tell us about the Dwayne 
Johnson Foundation? Why did you 
startit? 

Т just wanted to give back more. In 
our small way we've brought a Jot of 
smiles to kids’ faces. One of our pro- 
grams is The Rock Toy Chest where we 
build huge toy chests in various chil- 
dren's hospitals all across the United 
States. We'll soon go global as well. 
We're gonna go to Africa in 2008. 

What do you love the most about 
what you do? 

Being able to entertain in such a fun 
way. 

What would you do if you found 
out you really had a daughter you 
didn’t know about? 

With those special powers I have, I 
will fly. Or ТЇЇ faint. You would do what 
you have to do, which is embrace it. 
But I think I would have to ask for a pa- 
ternity test. 

Game Plan opens in theaters on 
Nov. 7. 
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Templesmith, co-creator and 

artist for the gory and suspense- 
ful graphic novel series “30 Days of 
Night.” His artwork is far removed 
from the conventional clean lines ex- 
pected from mainstream comics. The 
exaggerated human form he draws 
manages to convey the ugliness in 
people, in this case, vampires. His 
heroes, though, are fortunate to be 
recognizably human albeit gruff and 
hardened. With this, I was expecting 
to meet a Rob Zombie type or maybe 
even Marilyn Manson. 

Instead, Ben Templesmith is a tall, 
wiry man with a pleasant face and 
even more pleasant disposition. He 
jokes a lot, even spills stories of how 
he shared an elevator with Paris 
Hilton and asked her а bunch of 
questions that eventually led to “are 
those breasts real?” 

He claims that all his good ideas 
"come from a child in Botswana; you 
Just give him a call and pay him 50 
bucks and he gives you a great and 
original thought.” He shares, with a 
glimmer in his eyes, some horrible, 
gruesome things that happened to 
his family which is why he draws the 
way he does, going on and on before 
smiling and telling you that he's kid- 
ding. No, this is not the kind of artist 
Iwas expecting to meet after looking 
through "30 Days of Night" He 
didn’t strike me at all as the kind of 
person who drew scary vampires. 

“I don't know if people can read 
too much about my personality 
through my artwork,” Ben shares. 
"Maybe, because it is quick and 
sketchy, I'm a bit impatient and 
flighty People will be trying to get 
to know the Australian artist more 
as the successful graphic novel has 
also proven to be a box office hit. 

Ben Templesmith got his break in 


Is JARRING TO MEET BEN 


the industry by chance. There are 
hundreds of forums and message 
boards where people talk about 
comics and put up artwork and Ben 
was active in them. Brent Ash, an art 
director for Todd McFarlane Produc- 
tions (Spawn, Spiderman) was look- 
ing at Ben's work on his computer 
when Todd himself walked by. Im- 
pressed by Ben's work, he offered 
him a book deal. 

While his style lends itself well to 
the horror genre, Ben is working on 
a multitude of other things. He is 
working on more issues of "Fell," 
popular comic that he calls” a differ- 
ent twist on the crime-detective 
genre" but he adds that it's “moving 
slowly because Warren (Ellis) and I 
are very busy people." He's also in- 
volved with what he calls an “ап- 
cient Roman thing" and artwork for 
а videogame called Deadspace. (To 
keep up with Ben's multitude of pro- 
jects, check out wwwemple- 
smith.com.) Heres my interview 
with the vampire artist: 

What is so appealing about 
vampires? 

Vampires, in the horror genre, are 
considered the Star Trek of the hor- 
ror genre, if you know what I mean. 


SCREAM FOR MORE. Templesmith 
with his artwork 


a, pire politics. 


Theyve ееп 
around — forever; 
people keep doing 
new and strange 
takes on them and 
they've evolved in- 
to these really fan- 
ciful and lament- 
ing emo-goth type. 
things. 105 great 
for some things 
but it’s less about 
being a vampire 
than about vam- 
We 
just wanted to do 
something that 
was more old-school. We tried to 
make them scary, more animalistic 
and more primal again. Sort of like 
the old Nosferatu, more sinister. 

What is the appeal, to you as an 
artist, in drawing vampires? 

1 like nasty things. 1 don't like 
drawing cutesy animal things too 
much unless they are laced with nas- 
tiness as well. What gets me off as an 
artist is adding mood and shadow 
and composition to the whole thing 
rather than just drawing something 
or other. 

Would you ever do a super-hero 
comicbook? 

1 wouldn't say “no” but I'd have to 
do my own take on it. Pd like to have 
a go but Г@ make 'em darker. Fd like 
to do Punisher. Punisher would be 
cool. Ghost Rider. And a character 
called Deadman; Deadman is kinda 
cool and he doesn't get used enough 
or used properly, I think. And X-Men 
would be cool if they could all be 
leather-clad and dark and trendy 
again rather than wearing the bright. 
colored stuff. 

What influences you and your 
artwork? TV shows or music or 
film? 

One thing I could say, probably, is 1 
grew up with a TV show called “Doc- 
tor Who.” I grew up on that sort of 
stuff so my stuff is hopefully a 
homage to that. At the very least on 
the sense of humor and ће not-try- 
ing-to-take-things-too-seriously, 
which I got from the better episodes 


SIGNED IN BLOOD. Book signing at Fully Booked 


of “Doctor Who.” For “30 Days of 
Night," 1 was listening to a lot of 
grunge and angry music. Now, Tm 
listening to a lot of Radiohead and a 
lot of landscape type of music like 
Sigur Ros. Film? Not directly, not too 
much; aspects of some films Tm 
drawn to for some projects. For 30 
Days, one of my favorite films ever is 
John Carpenter's “The Thing" and I 
wanted to make the artwork reflect 
that, in a way, to capture that feel 
and look. 

You've ever been to Alaska? 

Not yet, no. I'd like to go. 

So that’s an imagined Alaska? 
What research did you do for the 
comic? 

Very basic research. Barrow has 
whale bones. It’s an old point wha 
ing town. It's not meant to be the ac- 
tual Barrow. Some people were an- 
noyed that we are not portraying the 
town properly and some people 
were just very happy that they got a 
mention. 

Is that what you call artistic li- 
cense? 

Oh yeah! It's all artistic license be- 
cause it isn’t actually 30 days of 
night because it is actually 62 days 
of night, but 60 days of night doesn't 
sound as sexy. 

Catch Ben Templesmith’s booksign- 
ing tour: Today, 7:30 at the Rockwell 
Cinema and 8:30 at the Greenbelt 3 
cinema. Sunday November 4, 2:30 
Rockwell Cinema and 3:50 at the 
Greenbelt 3 cinema 


es De Kong's bustling downtown 
districts, lies verdant country parkland, grassy 
mountain hiking trails with unforgettable ocean 
vistas and harbour views. Take the road less 
travelled and journey into the santuaries of 
natural beauty. 
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Hong Kong is a city of contrasts: 

East meets West, ancient heritage mixed 
with modern times, and interlinked 
Essent and green nim 
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wm "grighl їн iem ут esse" 
sonders Inat are ше 1 provide 
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Hong Kong Wetland Park 
woe ‘gern ot 
and Pai ет woe 


un enviunmenial protection anc wetland 
conseivallon Ja a fun and interactive environment 

е 80-песіаіо Welland Reserve offers an up close 
experience s.In'eome ol us міка habitants, 
Пот birds "^ aragones, armpl-bian- іо reptiles 
You might even chance upon some ul the rare алс 
endangered specie ог walks throughout Ine: 
reserve 


Island Hopping 
Мый © J8t 2 лл 
Program lealures ат sta 
ineast New Terntones 
the great outdoors! The ‘ou’ features si 
landscapes. quairt ша! “tages 
island An amazing contrast io 'ne tes: 
Hong Kong has been known fo 
» соте 
Zong. such as 
Ch; Wo. and. the 


А thy Nature Kaleidoscope 
hopping tou: of the 
perfect tc 


the Ye Chau Tong Manne Park‘ 
slands of Kat О and Тар Mun. 


ог tnose wanting 10 explore the landscape on meir 
Hong Keng's more that 260 sul 


Lamma Island 

а hahine eny ide lo. entra. Hong 
0 iamma [slang 

island offers a perfect escape гот ine ily. wi 

meandering along hils and coas 

rery-lew buigings Batning beaches 

traveler who seeks for a serene аітоѕрі 

some of Hong'Kong's mosi popula: sealpod 

restaurants just a lev 


Lantau Island 

агац : me targest outlying island in Hong Kong. 
is stunning and tranquil 

environmen! makes to 

famous desunatio 

both green enthusiasts 

and hikers. Although 

‘amed I 


Lin Monastery, пеге are 

plenty of naturel wonders 

оп the island lor ;ou = 

discover The Lantau 

Peak hiking пай takes 

you through a range ~ 

Stunning landscapes аму, пилине, 

woodlands. and also through some of tne historic. 
yal landscape ol hilside monasteries and an oid 


fon Don: torget ic make 

na's much-loved residents һе endangered 
pink dolphins in ihe -alural habilat п the он 
те запо 


Cheung Chau Island 
Sheung Слао, meaning “long island“ in Cantonese, 
опе ol Hong Kong's most popular of all he 
^ esenia sand „з home 
о а picturesque watedront thal Busiles wih асіміу 
банан Жей wi 
autcher- 
shops and 
vendors 
seting iresh 
ish. shells 
irais and 
fegetables 
smali local 
restaurants 
and food 
is Cheung chav з famous for 1s week-ion 
held enner in Арй or May each year T 
colorful Taoist festival meant Io appease ghosis and 
spits, features opera performances. prayers. and 
chmaxes л а procession. The Nghight ol the festival 
is пе ситои o! bamboo bun-iowers — dunng 
which pariicipanls would scamper up the towers 
and greb as meny buns es possible. The buns 
would then be sold or distributed to those who did 
nol join in ine competition. 


Bun 


Rignt in ine nean о! Hong Kong les a pocket of tush 
greenery A pleasant surprise of emerald greens, li 
ponds and cool mountain ar while stil in the city 


The Peak Walking Trail 

For а breathtaking view ol the cityscape, lush. 

greenery and the magnilicent Hong Kong harbor 

he Peak is the perfeci place 10 experience 

secrecy Беаліы иваз Siart Ie walk а Lugard 
near the Peak Tower. En route to the Lugard 

Rosd Lookout are panels of information introducing 

the geology, cimate, vegelallon and insects found 

atound the Peak. On a line day, the histonc 


Pinewoc-i Battery siong Hallo". Road gives istors 
a panoramic чен of "he "ting ila Bdge and tne 
outlying islands. including Lamma end Lantau 
islands. -onlinus lo Universily Drive where you can 
lake а bus back у Contre! Alternatively, o: Ca^ 
walk along Condu* Road lor another hall an пош 
before reaching the 

Centrai-Mic Level 

Escalator те 

world's longest 

covered escalalo 

Which fakes y 

back to the city 

central 


Hong Kong Park 

Right ii ve Read! 

the oiy is 10 

heciares ol tus! 

green grounds 

known as ine 

Kong Pat. where 

жес shoppers and 

office workers ohen rest Framed by the 
Surrounding skyscrapers. ine Park features а huge 
Smary wih а suspended bridge thal allows vistors 
Close contact with the colorlu bids residing in the 


There is more o uncover in Hong Kong win =» 
countless pockets ol natural landscape Celebrate 
the great ouldoors by taking a нір 10 Sai Kung. 
located norineast с! the New Territones Sai Kung, 
dubbed as the Back Gaiden of Hong Kong. is à 
mecca for lovers ol water-sports, alfering а gamut 
cf acliviles that Include wakeboarding, kayaking, а 
cruise around Ihe surrounding beautiful shorelines 
and even squid fishing The Sai Kung County Park 
oilers more than 7,500 hectares of nature's 
playground lor hiking and camping. 'L Is no wonder 
that many toutiis and Hong Kong residents Iach 
to Sai Kung for some time oli lar iom the madding 
crowd, 1'5 an endless playground ol outdoor lun! 


For more iniormatior 'og on '^ 
www.DiscoverHongkong.com 


| 

| duction around me too, as well. 
Singing, great production, as well. 

| (laughter) 

"Do you still play football? 

Yes, it’s called X-Box. 

Your career has been compared to 
Arnold Schwarzenegger’s—he moved 
from sports to movies and now he's in 
politics. Do you see a similar career 
trajectory for уди? 

(imitates Schwarzenegger's accent) 
Well you know it’s funny because you 
know, The Rock got into Hollywood. 
(laughter) It’s always an honor to be 
compared to a guy like that who's un- 
believably successful. He was always 
very encouraging which was nice. 
When I first got into acting, he was very 
gracious and encouraging to me. He's 
been great in politics. Who knows? And 
the difference is I'm American so I can 
run for president. (laughter) 

What do you remember about 
your last visit to the Philippines? 

That was four or five years ago. It 
was fantastic. Right before I started re- 
tiring, the Philippines was one of the 
last places I wrestled in. It was really 
beautiful, tremendous energy. Every- 
one was really supportive and gra- 
cious. 

Can you tell us about the Dwayne 
Johnson Foundation? Why did you 
‘start it? 

I just wanted to give back more. In 
our small way we've brought а lot of 
smiles to kids’ faces. One of our pro- 
grams is The Rock Тоу Chest where we 
build huge toy chests in various chil- 
dren’s hospitals all across the United 
States. Well soon go global as well. 
We're gonna go to Africa in 2008. 

What do you love the most about 
what you do? 

Being able to entertain in such a fun 
way: 

What would you do if you found 
out you really had a daughter you 
didn’t know about? 

‘With those special powers I have, I 

ill бу. Or I'l faint. You would do what 
you have to do, which is embrace it. 
But I think I would have to ask for a pa- 
temity test. 

Game Plan opens in theaters on 


By Wanggo Gallaga 


TS JARRING TO MEET BEN 
Templesmith, co-creator and 
artist for the gory and suspense- 

ful graphic novel series “30 Days of 
Night.” His artwork is far removed 
from the conventional clean lines ex- 
pected from mainstream comics. The 
exaggerated human form he draws 
manages to convey the ugliness in 
people, in this case, vampires. His 
heroes, though, are fortunate to be 
recognizably human albeit gruff and 
hardened. With this, I was expecting 
to meet a Rob Zombie type or maybe 
even Marilyn Manson. 

Instead, Ben Templesmith is a tall, 
wiry man with a pleasant face and 
even more pleasant disposition. H. 
jokes a lot, even spills stories of how 
he shared ап elevator with Paris 
Hilton and asked her a bunch of 
questions that eventually led to “are 
those breasts real?” 

He claims that all his good ideas 
“come from a child in Botswana; you 
just give him a call and pay him 50 
‘bucks and he gives you a great and 
original thought.” He shares, with a 
glimmer in his eyes, some horrible, 
gruesome things that happened to 
his family which is why he draws the 
way he does, going on and on before 
smiling and telling you that he's kid- 
ding. No, this is not the kind of artist 
Twas expecting to meet after looking 
through “30 Days of Night.” He 
didn’t strike me at all as the kind of 
person who drew scary vampires. 

“I don't know if people can read 
too much about my personality 
through my artwork," Ben shares. 
"Maybe, because it is quick and 
sketchy, I'm a bit impatient and 
flighty." People will be trying to get 
to know the Australian artist more 
as the successful graphic novel has 
also proven to be a box office hit. 


the industry by chance. There are 
hundreds of forums and message 
boards where people talk about 
comics and put up artwork and Ben 
was active in them. Brent Ash, an art 
director for Todd McFarlane Produc- 
tions (Spawn, Spiderman) was look- 
ing at Ben's work on his computer 
when Todd himself walked by. Im- 
pressed by Ben's work, he offered 
him a book deal. 

While his style lends itself well to 
the horror genre, Ben is working on 
a multitude of other things. He is 
working on more issues of “Fell,” 
popular comic that he calls” a differ- 
ent twist on the crime-detective 
genre" but he adds that its “moving 
slowly because Warren (Ellis) and I 
are very busy people.” He's also in- 
volved with what he calls an “an- 
cient Roman thing” and artwork for 
a videogame called Deadspace. (To 
keep up with Ben's multitude of pro- 
jects, check ош wwwtemple- 
smith.com.) Heres my -interview 
with the vampire artist: 

What is so appealing about 
vampires? 

Vampires, in the horror genre, аге 
considered the Star Trek of the hor- 
ror genre, if you know what mean. 


» 


SCREAM FOR MORE. Templesmith 


They've been 
around forever; 
people keep doing 
new and strange 
takes on them and 
they've evolved in- 
to these really fan- 
ciful and lament- 
ing emo-goth type 
things. 105 great 
for some things 
but it's less about 
being a vampire 
than about vam- 


a, pire politics. We 


just wanted to do 
something that 
was more old-school. We tried to 
make them scary, more animalistic 
and more primal again. Sort of like 
the old Nosferatu, more sinister. 

What is the appeal, to you as an 
artist, in drawing vampires? 

І like nasty things. I don't like 
drawing cutesy animal things too 
much unless they are laced with nas- 
tiness as well. What gets me off as an 
artist is adding mood and shadow 
and composition to the whole thing 
rather than just drawing something 
or other. 

Would you ever do a super-hero 
comic book? 

I wouldn't say "no" but I'd have to 
do my own take on it. Га like to have 
а go but I'd make 'em darker. Fd like 
to do Punisher. Punisher would be 
cool. Ghost Rider. And a character 
called Deadman; Deadman is kinda 
cool and he doesn’t get used enough 
òr used properly, I think. And X-Men 
would be cool if they could all be 
leather-clad and dark and trendy 
again rather than wearing the bright. 
colored stuff. 

What influences you and your 
artwork? TV shows or music or 
film? 

‘One thing could say, probably is 1 
grew up with a TV show called “Doc- 
tor Who.” I grew up on that sort of 
stuff so my stuff is hopefully a 
homage to that. At the very least on 
the sense of humor and the not-try- 
ing-to-take-things-too-seriously, 
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SIGNED IN BLOOD. Book signing at Fully Booked 


of “Doctor Who.” For “30 Days of 
Night,” I was listening to a lot of 
grunge and angry music. Now, I'm 
listening to a lot of Radiohead and a 
lot of landscape type of music like. 
Sigur Ros. Film? Not directly, not too 
much; aspects of some films Tm 
drawn to for some projects. For 30 
Days, one of my favorite films ever is 
John Carpenter's "The Thing" and I 
wanted to make the artwork reflect 
that, in a way, to capture that feel 
and look. 

You've ever been to Alaska? 

Not yet, no. I'd like to go. 

So that’s an imagined Alaska? 
What research did you do for the 
comic? 

Very basic research. Barrow has 
whale bones. It's an old point whal- 
ing town. It's not meant to be the ac- 
tual Barrow. Some people were an- 
noyed that we are not portraying the 
town properly and some people 
were just very happy that they got a 
mention. 

Is that what you call artistic li- 
cense? 

Oh yeah! It's all artistic license be- 
cause it isn't actually 30 days of 
night because it is actually 62 days 
of night, but 60 days of night doesn't 
sound as sexy. 

Catch Ben Templesmith's booksign- 
ing tour: Today, 7:30 at the Rockwell 
Cinema and 8:30 at the Greenbelt 3 
cinema. Sunday November 4, 2:30 
Rockwell Cinema and 3:50 at the 


Nov 7. Ben Templesmith got his break in міф his artwork 


which I got from the better episodes Greenbelt 3 cinema. 


Hong Kong is a city of contrasts: 

East meets West, ancient heritage mixed 
with modern times, and interlinked 
cosmopolitan and green appeal. 


Island Hopping 

Another "must-see tour of the Nature Kal 

Program features an island-hopping tour of ће 
Northeast New Temtones - perfect for the lover of 
the great outdoors! The tour features stunning 
landscapes, quaint rural vilages anc unspoiled 
island. An amazing coniras: lo the last сау He that 
Hong Kong has been known lor. The tour takes you 
io some ої the best- s in Hong 
Kong, such as the Y Tong Marine Park, Lai 
Civ Wo. and the islands oi Kat.O and Tap Mun. 


Hong Yong ollers a haven for паше avers waing 
lo experience the city's quiet and serene 
Geslnalons To highligh! these destinations, the 
Heng Kong Tourism Board designed the Nalure 
Kaleidoscope Program а set ol seven outdoor 
aciwies that will highlight the temtory s lesser 
known eco-wongers that are sure lo provide 
memorable experiences 10 nature enthusiasts. The 
tour offers outdoor aciwilies for each day of ihe. 
week where visitors can choose from a range ot 
nleresiing green activities 


to explore the landscape on mei 
own. Hong Kong's more thal 268 outlying islands 
are easily accessible; with most of them опу a short 
lerry ride away itom the ciy 


Lamma Island 

Jost a hail-nour -teny йде from Central Is Hong 
Kong's third largest island - Lemma island. The 
island ollers-a perlect escape from me city, with rais 
meandering etong hills and coastines,'no cars and 
very-lew buildings. Bathing beaches await every 
traveler who seeks lor а. serene atmosphere and with 
some of Hong'Kong's most popular seatood 
restaurants just а few walks away. 


Hong Kong Wetland Park 

ne ol ine tours incuce a visit ї the terrlory's 
aest atiracuon, an ecological gem in the lom of 
he Hong Kong Wetland Park The park is a wortd- 
sass eco-tourism facihty that, provides education 


Lantau Island 
Татам is the largest outlying island in Hong Kong. 
lis stunning and tanguil 
enviconment makes il а 
famous destination lor 
both green enthusiast 
and hikers. Although 
1 famed lor the towenng 
"Giant Buddha and the Po 
Lin Monastery, there are 
| plenty of natural wonder 
оп the island for you to 
discover. The Lantau 
Peak hiking trail takes 
you through a range ot 
stunning, landscapes -- valleys, mouniain: 
| woodlands, and also through some of tne historic 
cultural landscape of hilside monasteries and ап oid 


оп environmental protection and wetland 
conservation in & furi and interactive environment 
The 60-hecia‘a Welland Reserve ollers an up close 
experience wih’some ol its widife inhabitants, 
(пот birds to oraganllies, amphibians to reptiles 
You might even Слалсе upon some of the, rate and 
endangered species.on walks throughout the 
reserve: 


ONG KO 
JEN TREASURES 


-— bustling downtown 


lies verdant country parkland, grassy 
mountain hiking trails with unforgettable ocean 
vistas and harbour views. Take the road less 
travelled and journey into the santuaries of 
natural beauty. 


fort. Don't forget to make а date with some of the 
island's much-loved residents - the endangered 
pink dolphins in their natural habitat in the walers off 
the istand. 


Pinewdod Battery along Hatton Road gives visitors 
а panoramic view of the Tsing Ma Bridge and the 
oullying islands, including Lamma and Lantau 
islands. Continue lo Universily Drive where you can 
lake а bus back 1o Central. Alternatively, you can 
walls along Conduit Road for another пай an hour 
before reaching the 

Central-Mid Levels 

Escalator — the 

world's longest 

covered escaialor 

which takes you 

back to the city 

central 


Cheung Chau Island 
Cheung Chau, meaning "long Island" in Cantonese, 
is one of Hong Kong's most popular of all the 
ing isiands The quiet resident! island is home 
thal bustles with activily 
filed win 
butcher 
shops an 
vendors 
seling tresh 
"ish, shellish 
tits and 
vegetables, 
mali local 
esiaunts 
and food 
meung Chau ig famous lor its week-iong Bun 
al. held exter in Apri or May each year The 
Colorful Taoist festival meant lo appease ghosls and 
performances. prayers, and. 
imaxes in a procession. The highigh! of the festival 
the cimbing of bamboo bun-lowers — during 
which patticipants would scamper up the towers 
and grab as many buns es possible. The buns 


Hong Kong Park 

Right in ine nean of 

the ciy is 10 

hectares ol lush 

‘green grounds 

known as the Hong 

Kong Perk where 

йе shoppers: and 

oifice workers ойеп rest. Framed by the 
Surrounding skyscrapers. the Park features a huge 
aviary wilh а suspended bridge that allows vistos 


close contact with ihe color bids residing in the 
pari 
woul men be во or dstbute о those we ad Г" ERSTE: od 
по join in Ine competion O EIN 
There is more to uncover in Hong Kong with is 
Gounlless pockets ol natura landscape. Celebrate 
the groat culdoors by takong 2 tip to Sei Kung, 
located nonneast о! the New Тепїопев. Sai Kung. 
908090 as the Back Garden ol Hong Kong, is à 
mecca for lovers ol watersports, olleing а gamut 
ol aciviles tht Include wakeboarding. Kayaking. а 
Cruise around the surrounding beautiful shorelines 
and even squid lishing. The Sei Kung County Park 
ollers more tan 7,500 hectares of natures 
Diayground for hiking апд camping. I is no wonder 
thal many touists and Hong Kong residents lock 
to Sal Kung lor some bme oli lar from ine madoing 
Crowd, its ап endless playground of outdoor fun 


The Peak Walking Trail 

For a breathtaking view of the cityscape, lush 
greenery and the magnificent Hong Kong harbor 
The Peak is the perlact place іо experience 
incredibly beautllul vistas. Start the walk at Lugard 
Road, near the Peak Tower. En route 10 the Lugard 
Road Lookout are panels of information introducing 
the geology, climate, vegetation and insects found 


For more information log on to 
‘around the Peak On a line day, the historic 


www. DiscoverHongkong.com 
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Irreplaceable Beyonce in Manila 


By Oliver М. Pulumbarit solo debut “Dangerously in coming visit. will be exactly the same as the in their spots. In the Christina 
Love” was followed by “B'Day” “We are really so excited опе we saw in the US. She Aguilera concert, it was too 
T DOESN'T SEEM which includes the charttop- about his concert,” hesaid.“As started it on Oct. 17 in Russia, strict" 
toolong ago when ris- Ping breakup anthem "inre. part of the Globe initiative of then Romania, Istanbul, Dubai, "Beyonce is such a big star" 
ing singeractress Be- Placable” as well as collabo. supporting the aspirations of Bombay, Bangkok. The combi- enthused Mary Catherine San- 
rations with hip-hop artist the youth through music, and nation ofthe lighting, thestage tamaria, head of Globe Tele- 
yonce Knowles CO- beau Jay-Z ("Déjà Vu") and because of all the other spon- and the numbers will make the com's Segment Business 
starred opposite Mike loose-hipped Latina songstress sor support, we're abletomake audience dance. She'll be play- Group. “The songs she'll sing 
Myers in the third “Austin Shakira (“Beautiful Liar”). this happen. We were able to ing the familiar songs. She al- are her hit song so it’s gonna 
Powers” томе, and _ Its going to be “B'Day” for watch her last Aug. 25 in San lowed her female musicians to drive the crowd crazy, Is 
steadily conquered music het Filipino fans on Nov. 7 at Diego. The Beyonce Erpeti- shine; their individual perfor- gonna be the concert of the 
hi XU Desi the Bonifacio Global City Open ence'concertherewillreallybe  mances were great. The four year! The MTV guys were say- 
chars: ҮН eStny'S Field, as the beloved Miss a fantastic show, because she male dancers, you cah really ing that she had such an enter- S 
Child. But a lot has hap- Knowles will be performing has an all-female band with see their-abs, and the female taining concert. It should be BEYONCE Knowles 
pened since then, includ- her soulful, sultry music in the her, as well as dancers that are dancers are all sexy!” well-attended; we actually got 
ing a stunning turn assu- one night-event, “The Beyonce great performers. The produc- Lumen also revealed that a bigger venue and made the By going into music, Globe is 
perstar singer Deena Experience: Live in Taguig tion will also make her concert steps are being undertaken to tickets more affordable to give part of the passion of the 
Bones in. “Dreamgirls” 2007- опе of the best the Philippines ensure that the show will be more Filipinos the chance to youth, and our objective is to 
c gi MTV Chair and CEO Francis will see this year.” enjoyable and memorable for see the concert.” enrich people's lives, so we're 
and multiple Grammy rumen, inarecentlyheld press Не added that it’s going to concertgoers. “We'll propose “Our subscribers and those making it very easy for them to 
wins for her solo work. lunch, expressed elation over be ап energetic and very visual to the security to allow the au- ` who want to. join Globe can get see foreign artists like Bey- 
The R&B singer's hit 2003 фе multi-talented artists up- show: "The world tour show dience to stand up and dance big discounts on the concert. 


By Janine 


“James gets a big kiss : : ( буз 
when he brings home Bithit! AM ML T 


FEELthe earth shake as thousands of fans 
of the Bootylicious diva, Beyonce, troop 
over to the Fort Open Field in Bonifacio 
Global City for the Beyonce Knowles B- 
perience where the R&B superstar sings 
and dances up a storm live on Nov. 7 al 7 
p.m. For tickets call (632) 891-9999, or 
email tickets@ticketworld.com. ph. 


Get a TASTE of the 

genius behind the 

bloody artsmanship 

of the brilliantly 

gory and horrifying 

graphic novel 30 

Days of Night as 

Fully Booked 

brings in its illus- 

trator, Ben Tem- 

P " plesmith, fora 
book signing and 
a series of art workshops. 
Beginning this afternoon, Artists’ Den 
Forum and Art Jame 2 at § p.m. and 

{ book signing until 7 p.m. at Fully 
Booked High Street. Tomorrow, the 
Limited Portfolio Review—open to all 
artists—from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. and 5 
107 p.m. at Forum, also in Fully 
Booked High Street. And last, From 
Concept to Film: an exclusive artists” 
workshop with Ben Templesmith on 
Nov. 5, at the College of St. Benilde 
from 2 to 5 p.m. For more details, log. 
onto www fullybookedonline.com. 
Open your eyes and SEE more than 
what's in front of you. Check out all the 
neat stuff that you can do with your 
digital camera these days at Digital 
101: Phoiography and the Computer. 
a workshop facilitated by Jay Alonzo 
on Nov. 5, 6, 8, 12, 13 at the Filipinas 
Heritage Library, Makati Ave., Ayala 
Triangle, Makati City (across Peninsula 
Manila). The workshop starts at 6 p.m 
and wraps up at 9 p.m. Workshop fee 
is P4,000. For more information cal! 
Cecille Cruz (632) 892-1801 or mobile 
0917-559-4417. 


INlddhiHd 


HEAR the clinking of the silverware and 
the tull, appreciative silence of the diners 
in Mandarin Oriental но1ег Tin Hau 
restaurant when executive Chinese chef 
Hann Furn Chen and his team present 
Shanghai's most coveted delicacy, The 
Hairy Crab. Savor the flavors from the ex- 
otic selection of hairy crab dishes served 
with wild honey ginger tea offered daily 
for lunch and dinner in a special a la carte 
menu only until Nov. 18. Mandarin Orien 
tal Manila is located on Makati Ave., 
Makati City. For more info and reserva- 
tions call Tin Hau at 750-8888 extension 
2422 or 2424, 


EXPERIENCE the Old and New Testament 
in а matter of hours in SM Mall of Asia as 
‘Trumpets re-stages the Biblical musical 
First Name-on Mall of Asia's Centerstage 
‘until Dec. 14. The 20-year-old critically 
acclaimed musical was the first English- 
language Gospel musical in the history of 
Philippine theater and now it's updated 
with a fresher sound some of Its classic 
songs and performed by a younger cast. 
For tickets and booking call Trumpets at 
(632) 631-7252 and 635-4478. 


BITBIT 4 
P126 


{ Creamy Peanut Buter Loaf 
Pan De Ciosa. 

2 Apple Raisin Bread 
FREE Caramel Popcom 45g 


Text and photos by Kate Alvarez 


‘FATHER 

ll patlor, 

normal—until 

you find out bon те ће on- 

lykidi in. class'Who knows about 
Iming, 

‘Accoriling (о stereotypes portrayed 

ш horror stories and slapstick 


dressirig. e 

for Halloween. My family is just tke 
everyone else's family: We pay our tax- 
es, enjoy movies at the:mall, and go to 
church. . 


Actually, ту parent 
lot. A Mass isheld before the burial, and 
just like wedding organizers, our em- 
ployees take. care of every lite det 
dowti to the flowers. If we:servic® seven 
ics within she yee Dar man- 
rends; 


ing. The 

Isee find'their way ЕЯ my writings. 
Allow sie wohare with you some of 

my favorite stoties--all р) in- 

топой-Нейоп, 


Unsatisfied Customer.” 


of videotaping:ouft funeral services. He 
‘of one.of our 


ups of the casker- 

near the dead personis body; the cam- 
era screen went blurry, When he later 
reviewed the betamax, he noticed that 


that inclnded th 
Меза iei unger 


к 2 
that when her Ate way eril alive, she 
never. like: к= Photographed. She 
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The design cycle 
of demise and regeneration 


Pop cultural understanding 

accelerates through consensus. 

But it is collision and clash that 
о enable it to soar 


HE MACHO 21ST:CENTURY 
stance on what amounts to 
“good design” now looks so 
Jast century. “Good design” is now 
accessible to everyone. Its defini- 
tion is gliding away from the select. 
few that have always controlled it 
and into the hands of the people 
buying and/or experiencing it. 
The landscape has changed. We 
need new maps to make sense of 
it 
However, beyond the standards 
that ch-ch-ch-change every season, 
two elements are clearly present in 
today’s pop pieces. They're rele- 
vant and fun. Across the globe, de- 


sign thugs are defying the wind 
and rain to fashion a new chair or 
exhibition or blueprint of a cottage 
that'll plough the way for forward 
thinking. 

‘At first glimpse, the creations 
might not look revolutionary, but 
they are, Most are greeted with 
disputes concerning their actual 
aesthetic and functional merits, 
stuffing exhibit halls with per- 
plexed "UMs" instead of amazed 
“OOHs.” 

But design, first and foremost, is 
not only a matter of unearthing the 
solution out ofa dilemma. It has al- 
ways been a declaration, a state- 


ment about life. Planet Earth citi- 
zens have always created for rea- 
sons both of survival for the dura- 
tion of life and for what comes af- 
ter. Thisis why energies are poured 
over assembling pyramids. 

As legendary Austrian architect 
Hans Hollein puts it, “A living city 
is in constant transformation so 
certain things have to change; but 
to make the right transition, the 
right kind of intervention—that is 
the task.” 

Since one can never get enough 
of “good design,” here are four in- 
trusions that got the attention of 
the world. You be the judge. 


The Diesel store is full of froth 
Diesel Denim Gallery New York commis- 
sioned artist Jerszy Seymour to cover up Из 
désigner clothing and classic furniture with a `_ 
“scum” of polyurethane foar, Considering his 
+ Mo’ Scumrintallationias a remedy to boring 
corporate design, Seymour argüës “scum Is - 
about the perfection of hurhanity and the im- 
perfection of brands.” ~ 
Elevating rubbish to High design; Seymour's 
Mo' Scum used.a machine to squirt tha spe- 
cially formulated foam that trickles before set- 
ting, permitting the polyurethane to do what it 
wants to:do. Recently, Seymour bullta Scum. | 
skate park for Tokyo Design Week. 
He declares, “Our society wants to be com- 
, fortable and to cut oùt ugliness like this." 


Miller Studio goes with the flaw 
‘Tweaking and adding a litte curl to everyday objects, 34-year-old American designer Jason Miller created a slew of 
razed items that people normally chuck out of their houses—like a chair held together by duct tape, a table with a faux 
dust finish, and mirrors that look like they've been cobbled back together by tape. 
Accenting the bumps and scars, Miller's perfectly Imperfect items have elicited mixed reactions, Some are amused 
with the initiative, while some are just bothered at the avoidable introduction of complication. 


. ` rage, ayen'fashioù di 


ТТЛ this curling footbridge 


Installed across a side canal in Paddington Basin, 
Central London, the 8.5 m-spari Rolling Bridgeun- 
bolts by elevating ons end and banding It backon It- 
зай, ke алпака, to form what looks Иа а hamster 
wheel. 

Tn an Interview with architectural magazine 
Icon, designer Thomas Heatherwick shared that 
he takes pleasure in watching people's reactions 
as the footbridge opens: "The general trend 18 
for people to have a polite smile as they stand 


‚ With mutit-disciplinary design being ай the 
ig getting їп on 
‘the archiféctiiral act. Unsatisfied with flexing 
muscles via his well-liked menswear, de~ 
signer Hedi Slimane сате up with а limited 
edition collection of furniture; sold exclusive- 
ly at the Comme des:Garconsistore in Lon- 
don. With'lines and proportions.inspired from- 
Neo-Classical-1ath-century French furniture, 
the collection’sahit, ° = 
always thoüghtfashlon and particularly" 
men's fashion design; could link:naturally to 
any form of design," Slimane Said ina press. 
Conference in-Loridón. "Thérà i$ very litle dit- 
ference between a suíf and a chair: Its all 
about line and proportion.” — "- 
But is Sliiane’s collection an addition toa 
‘minimalist Versailles or just an extra accesso- 
туло implausibly high-priced modern-day liv- 


book will make you 
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mentas thelr brains 
it's not Just moving but lifting round. l'haveta = 
keep. a straight face so | don't pa anjthing 
away." 

Bringing in more subtlety: white pushing things to 
do more, Heatherwick based his idea around bülld- 
Ing d а bridge that got out of the way less awk- 


Mam " in's eye-popping Quik House 

For architect Adam Kalkin, lowly metal ship- 
ping containers should be handled with care. 
and recycled with lots of hip class. Three weeks 
from now, strollers in the Time Warner Center 
їп New York will get their chance to sip espres- 
so in Kalkin's Push Button House for Italy- 
based coffee shop illycaffe. 

А mere push ofa button transforms the c 
tainer to a fully-functional space in 90 super- 
seconds. 


yne or two more , ег opposed 1o. the: ides. that 


pee descr eee be i 


Inside and out Find vu 
* -out ways to see what 


af wher they did after they bad let a. 
previous body and, proceeded. tò thet 
iefs from Western typerrelit spirit world, Thei 


D. евра in 4 ees hee lane oa 


E ‘gious ihstirutions,.It's OK wo watch what; 


“ЖШ unfold.on the big screen whensome-. 
‘onie-tetuma fromthe "grave" İntöañöth- 
er body, burthe-acceptance of it happens 
Ingoff screen сай be positively creepy for 

and jist too unbelievable for the 


"penal ve always believed in being 
+ horn "again" ai again and again and 
again. There arè too many déjà уш mo- 
pent in my own life that have led me io. 
‘think tharthis 


been my first (ot | 


second) time on. this earth. Recently Ive 
 @ та &cross bwo ‘books, which have ex- 
inded my knowledge ‘and interest on 
+ the subject—they are boib quite different 
Злате anid heir authors would probas 
“bly have ariendless debate if they had 
face-off about theit method of study and. 


> Newton who is а noted psychotherapist, 
‘chronicles almost.20'casestudies in which. 


spiritually, literally.” 

“The younger and more inexperienced. 

the soul was, the more. aired time 

had (initially) adjusting to leaving the. 
t once it entere 


eda 
‘Higher dimension itwarelther асъ, 


itssspirit guide (usually in the form of 
loved, one during s more current past. 
Jife-or further back) or other soul broth- 


life—oran olderone). 
8 (according ш this 


groups and classrooms. Upon their return 
че the spirit dimension they had their 
"eialuated" to see if they had achieved а 


(predetermined state. of 1ёайпїй& Or емей . 


aching [all thes 
apparently intertwined). 


‘They were then given theirnext choice: 


‘sf body fo occupy and to continue lear _ Round and round it goes" 1 


ally a very touct 


canmakeyourinsides 7 
tick and tock. From the. 
tangible to the , 
Intangible we look at 
life from every 
_ standpoint and Keep 
ап open mind and à. 
SUPER open heart 


the fatüre's very possible. 


‘amore.advanced level, I have only read а 


Probably best explained as our karmic 

froma past life... 

Adam and Eve, are represented as the 
first two original souls—the ying and the 
yang; or the male and the female, ‘their 
Als" in order to fix their tikkune was 
broken up into a million other souls, and 
these'in turn were broken into more and. 
more souls, all with the single purpose'of 
grentually “trying: to сий бе fx 
"rikkune" of Adam andEve,. 

"Basically weiareiall souls on earth who 
re trying to help one arióther outta eve 

~ tually become whole.again ànd rerum to 
A 

“Whit stick me thë most abogt leant« 
-ing reincarnation through Kabbalah is 
that if we'do not correct or elevate our- 


та" less И we fo noc lean [^r 
transform into a being, of sharing rather 
than feceivingin.our current life, 
T would. recommend that one have a _ 
proper introduction to the philosophies: ~ 


анд 


xize his paderi t вв. 


dng ngilbejeerotons! read andi feelthat few booki-on Kabbalah and have 


behind ‘Kabbalah before reading: Wheels 


than just one's individual life.. 

We cannot live for our purpose 4lone, 
We aré always part of x bigger. 
oflives and people that we: 
nect with timeand time againriintl а cere. 
‘ain lesson is learned, Suffice tr say that! " 
‘would like to continue: expanding шу. 
knowledge: on what's next out there for 
mie and i's truly eased.a lot of the doubt 
ircmy life knowing that Twill never be giye 
nai situation that I cannothandle, 

From what understand, 1 “chose” to be. 
here and to go through what Tm. ging. 
‘through in order for me to едг from it 
‘or to help lighten the load of someone, 
‘who is goihg through something simila? - 
and maysnot be (at this time) Fully саря- 
ble of dealing with thesituationalone, + 

L may have not been able v» explaiti 
‘Cand have yet to grasp) the full meañing > 
sand reason for reincarnation, but if fve 
been aible fo shed some light on Why you 
may have gotten that: “old familiar feel" 
ing” (one too many times) then’ petiaps 
insist bre PEE 


"án? in their lives bet; anyone Who: has recently lost gloved. mit that а lot of the téaching and subjecr 


ofpSoul , 4 
yee Н опе would. most probably be given « matter makes lot of sense, in а тоге 


мор | For more information on Kabbalah = 


The. Д book, ней of LI “Soul .some d to know UF erie in ee technical way, David Ghiyal 


was written by Kabbalist Rav PS Berg abd 
Twas fortunate enough to atrend а КАБ; t 
balah Seminar on Reincarnation by David 
Ghiyam in Manila two weeks ago: 


i el en rail kabal 


pines@ayahoocom ог pall oes 
1040. Ди кл dau i alc 
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DISQUIET 


By Juana R. Manahan 


HE GREATEST ESCAPE OF AN 

artist from the toils of every- 

day life is to see beauty in the 
unexpected. After Marcel Duchamp 
declared a urinal as a piece of art, 
creating art became pretty much a 
free for all. Writer Allan Kaprow 
"wrote, "Non-art is whatever has not 
yet been accepted as art but has 
‘caught an artist's attention with that. 
possibility in mind." 

‘One such artist is MM Yu, who 
finds beauty in the chaotic sur- 
roundings of Manila, Her award 
winning multi-faceted “Thoughts 
Collected, Recollected,” she pho- 
tographs everyday scenes and ob- 
јесіз such as signs, laundry, piles 
of objects that look to her like art 
installations and even anything 
with the letters MM on them. To 
the artistically unplugged mind, 
these scenes mean nothing, but 


pictures, MM has participated in five 
international exhibitions, numerous 
group shows and highly successful 
solo exhibits in the country’s leading 
galleries. ММ art is a refreshing 
contrast to the splatters of grays and 
browns on canvases themed with 
misery and destruction. Her oil 
paintings look like piles of candy 
and licorice twists and at a glance, 
give one a happy thought. 
However, MM's works in her 
series entitled "Disquiet" for ex- 
ample portray the contrast of still 
beauty such as flowers or peaches 
оп a twig with the chaotic pat- 
terns of the pendant image next to 
it Strangely enough when the 
peaceful image of the flowers 
were left without paint drippings 
in their original state, MM found 
that the paintings were not selling 
as fast. Once she decided to splat- 
ter paint all over the painting, 
people suddenly became more in- 


| 


= 


cut out pieces from a survey art 
book to create a new collage of 
their own. This is the height of the 
pop art mentality—giving new 
meaning to “iconic” art. When the 
two finally finish up all the pic- 
tures in the book, they hope to 
send it back to the publisher, in the 
hopes that they will publish a book 
with all the cutouts. 

ММ eye for pattern and repeti- 
tion reflect the beauty in simplicity. 
Her technical skill alone of arrang- 
ing colors in paint drippings takes |f 
time and coordination to get the 
perfect mix of colors blending in to 
опе another Her installation 
called “Blots” for example is simple 
and is pleasing to the eye. While 
many think that art is complicated 
and is always infused with mean- 
ing, it is refreshing to see an art 
such as ММ. Her art does not of- 
fend anyone with gore or political 
slogans or social commentary. In 


through the eyes of MM, she 
shows us the artistic tendencies of 
scrap piles and overgrown weeds. 
After winning the Ateneo Art 
awards in 2006 for her collection of SILENT WORDS 


LL NE RANE TE 


terested. Disquiet indeed. 

Her collaboration with Polkong 
Anading on several collages, is one 
of the most ingenious works I have 
seen in a long time. The two artists FACADE, 2003 


fact her creative process is one of [| 
the hardest things to do; to find 
beauty in everything. Through 
ММ work, the viewers eyes are |] 
now open to that possibility. 
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was very conscious about her appear- 
ance and stayed away from cameras 
all er life. 


Telenovela #1 

There's nothing like a funeral to re- 
veal deep, dark secrets. When attend- 
ing a wake, I could tell a lot about the 
life of the person who passed away. One 
scene begins with the bereaved family 
dressed in black, sitting in front of the 
chapel. It seems like another sad story 
of a loving father who passed away 
"Then, as if by director's cue, another 
woman in black enters the scene. She is 
crying and cradling a baby in her arms. 
She rushes to the casket and starts wail- 
ing. The wife approaches the woman. A 
confrontation happens. The wife runs 
to her children, crying. It tums out the 
father had an illegitimate child from 
another woman. 


The Story of Lazarus 

When Papa was still a student, he 
came home from school, made him- 
self a sandwich, and went to the fu- 
neral parlor below their house. A 
flock of bystanders were making a 
commotion in the morgue. When Pa- 


pa asked what was going on, an em- 
ployee told him that a body had just 
been delivered. The man was harvest- 
ing mongo in a barrio when he was 
struck by lightning. They brought the 
body immediately to Alvarez Funeral 
Home. 

Suddenly. the man opened his eyes, 
jolted from the embalming table and 
blurted out that he wanted a glass of 
water. Papa dropped his sandwich 
and ran with the crown of horrified 
bystanders. It turned out the man 
wasn't dead after all. 


The Playroom 

There is a room in our house that 
Tm not fond of. My parents call it the 
playroom, because most of Papa's old 
toys and collection of miniature cars 
are in there. But we rarely stay in that 
room. My mother and sister get eerie 
feelings in that room, while I sense 
entities that come and go. I'm a non- 
practicing psychic. While I can't get 
rid of my gift, the best I can do is sup- 
press it. But sometimes it catches me 


off guard. 
1 came home late from school one 
night and entered the front door, 


FUNERALS and flowers 


Serving Sug 


which is a few feet away from the 
playroom. Then the door of the play- 
room opened on its own, slowly but 
smoothly. It didn't open the whole 
‘way—just partially to communicate 
to me that an entity was watching my 
arrival. What's more unusual is that 
the playroom’s door has been broken 
for months; it never opens smoothly. 


Telenovela #2 


Use the same scene from telenovela. 
#1 and add elements of casket crawlers. 
(people who wail and crawl over the 
casket, as if trying to get in), overacting 
mourners and a third woman with an- 
other illegitimate child. 


Undertakers Unite 


‘There is an episode in Six Feet Un- 
der where the Fishers attended a fu- 
neral directors convention in Las Ve- 
gas. A hotel function room displayed 
the latest coffins, embalming materi- 
als, and brochures of funeral equip 
ment and cemetery arrangements. 
‘The air was filled with banter from ex- 
cited funeral directors. Speakers 
talked about the latest techniques in 
body restoration and issues in funeral 


stion. 
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directing. The guests bonded all night 
with wine and cocktails and headed 
out to party at the strip. 

“That episode is based on real events. 
The National Funeral Directors Associ 
ation gathers in Vegas every year for i 
grand convention, As a member of the 
МЕРА, my father is preparing to join 
next year's gathering. He is taking mc 
with him. [can’t wait. 

For now, I'm looking forward to the 
local version—the annual Christmas 
party of the Philippine Mortuary Ах 
sociation. According to my mother 
there is a sumptuous dinner, drinks. 
formal talks, and a raffle. Containers 
of formalin, embalming equipment 
and funeral supplies аге raffled oil. 
The grand prize winner takes hom 
one top-of-line imported coffin. 1 cin 
imagine the looks on the faces of chi 
chi hotel guests who see a coffin being 
carried out of the hotel and into a car 
in the parking lot. 

This year, the PMA party will be 
held at a memorial park to accommo: 
date the new tradition—members 
will arrive in hearses and black Cadil 
lacs, For my first PMA party, I think ГЇ! 
dress up as Wednesday Addams. 
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IN THIS ISSUE 


y Rito P. Asilo 


INTCH OUT CLARK KENT, 
ruce Wayne and Peter Parker, 
опу Stark and Hal Jordan are 
'aring up for their moment of 
Scinematic fame! 
> Indeed, if you grew up loving 
ithe high-flying, evil-crushing 
7 likes of Superman, Batman, Spi- 
“der-Man and the angsty pro- 
ttégés of Professor Charles 
‘Xavier, you'll surely be familiar 
with Stark’s alter ego, Iron Man, 
Sand Hal Jordan's ring-bearing 
‘Green Lantern. 
For our part, we weren't just 
hooked on the aforementioned 
‘quintet, we also grew up loving 
Те squeaky-clean 
"veterans of the Jus- 
tice League of Amer- 
ica, the cantanker- 
ous X-Men, the im- 
patient members of 
the Legion of Super- 
heroes, and the 
Avengers. 
We were content 
Zjust reading about 
their crime-fighti 
exploits in their 
comicbook domi- 
cile, but seeing 
them take on big- 
ger-than-life dimen- 
sions on the 
small screens 
thrilled the comic- 
book fan in us! 


Accident 
2 Next Year, Robert 
Downey Jr will 
“bring "Iron Man" to 
cinematic life, un- 
der Jon Favreau’s di- 
trection. The movie 
"will recount the sto- 
fry of a man who is 
Lforced to create a 
life-support suit for 
himself after a near- 
Zfatal accident. He 
Zthen decides to use 
Ийе technology of 
Zhis suit to fight 
Zerime. It also stars 
IGwyneh Paltrow 
Zand Jeff Bridges. 
Í One of our fa- 
rite superheroes, 
ithe Green Lantern, 
ill also be brought 
the silver screen 
“Everwood” cre- 
or, Greg Berlante. 
he film will focus 
n how a dying 
ien gives his pow- 
erful ring to test pi- 
t, Hal Jordan, af- 
the alien being's 
crashes 


If those foreign 
Imemhumans еп- 
thralled us as a child, 
Jeven local super- 
leroes less popular 


ama captured our 


were 
even 
‘Dama Kuno” (star- 
ring а gender-bend- 
Zing Dolphy in the ti- 
$tle-role), “Wonder 
‘Dabiana” (with Ce- 
cille Inigo), the Pinoy 
‘Supergir!” (featur- 
Ting Pinky Montilla) 
Тапа "Peter Pandesal” 
+ (topbilled by the pre- 
1сосіоиѕ Niño Muh- 
lach) could vanquish 
Тапу evil force! 
Hollywood, how- 
Jever, knew how to 
{bring American 
comic-book super- 
heroes to life— 
their investórs made. 
sure their super- 
heroes’ screen incar- 
inations had sci-fi 
‘pomp and flair: 
‘Christopher Reeve 


:& Britney recovers lost 
:ground with ‘Blackout’ /F4 


GREEN LANTERN. His time to 
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donned the Man of Steel's саре 
four times between 1978 and 
1987. Brandon Routh success- 
fully revived the franchise last 
year in Bryan Singer's “Super- 
man Returns,” 


Franchise 

The “Batman” series went 
through a case of musical cha- 
rades—from Michael Keaton 
and Vel Kilmer to George 
Clooney. Recently, the franchise 
has found new life in director 
Christopher Nolan’s able hands, 
with Christian Bale reprising 
the coveted role in next year's 
“The Dark Knight." 

On Marvel Comics' side of 


Assistant Editor Rito Р. Asilo 


the cinematic fence, Tobey 
Maguire played Spider-Man; 
Ben Affleck donned Daredevil's 
spandex; Hugh Jackman, Halle. 
Berry and James Marsdem 
breathed life into Wolver- 

ine, Storm and Cyclops. 

in three "X-Men" in- 
stallments; Dolph 
Lundgren (1989) 

and ‘Thomas Jane 

(2004) alternately 

played “The Punish- 

er"; Nicolas Cage por- 

trayed the ominously 

eerie “The Ghost Rider,” ari 
Chris Evans and Jessica Alba- 
led "The Fantastic Four" to the = 
top of the box officel 
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Iron Man, Green Lantern 
gear up for the big screen 


To have to hold 


Art: ARNEL А. AVETRIA 


TAMA ка, ARVIN. 
MUKHANG HINDI 


1ATLO NGA SA GRUPO 

Гаме UM GPL IP SA 
KUWARTO NINA JENNY 
AT ARVIN 


ре. акооог 
нм AKO MUNA! 
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BY JESS ABRERA 


DAHIL P/NALAW 


KAYO м2 MA 
TAO SA SIMEN 


AKO ANS UNG, PRE! 
TETARAKAN KO 
KAYOOO: ык? 

АКО UNANG RE-RAPE 
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MASAYA DAHIL 
TAPOS NA ANG 


BABY BLUES 
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AND NICE 


[чес тні is the part 
X SAY боорвче 

ARRIVE Сексі, STRANGER 
I'M oFF To Become THE 
BULLY oF A LiFe+iMe! 


OKAY, богрвче , Lit tLe 
BULLY -iN-TRAINING 

т Hepe You GRow UP. 
Te Be А BULL Witt 

A WeARE 


Excuse Me? 


ARE 
Yo vinx 


Mg?! А Busy Wet 
A HEART?! 


PARE, BAKIT BA AYAW NA 
AYAW MONG BIBISITAHIN 
KA NG MGA KAMAG-ANAK. 
Mo ОПО SA SEMENTERYO?! 


28 wee You 
нехер Me! Now 
I'M THINKING 
Happy 4HoUGHES 


SA АТМ ANG MGA 
BUHAY... 


NAG-IIWAN SILA 
NG BASURA //, 


W 


KIKO MACHINE 


hehe ta Lane. o> 
мй Ko BIGLA м 
уса! 60816 Ko. 
ав! NI ANO то €, HELEN 
KELER "NO PESSIMIST 
EVER DISCOVERED Ie SECRETS 
OF THE STARS, OR SBILED TO АЫ 
UNCHARTED LAMP, OR OPENED 
A МЕШ HEAVEN ТО THE 
HUMAN SPIRIT.” бан. 


BY DANIEL SHELTON 


PUTAS 
WELCOME. 


ACROSS 
1 Май destination 


9 Danzig 
15 Operation of 


planes 


16 Abrogate 
17 Irish lasses 


18 Cleopatra's 
Mark 


19 Spoken 
20 Repetitive 


YOU BORN TODAY: You're a wise, shrewd observer of the human condi- 
tion, You don’ back down once you set your goals. You work best inde- 
pendently. being your own boss. Because you work hard, you're suc- 
Ccesstul at whatever you attempt. Something you've been involved with 
for the past nine years might end in the nex year in order to make room 
for something new to enter. 


Birthdate of: Roseanne Bar, actress/eomedian; Kate Capshaw, actress 
Blair Chenoweth, Miss USA 2007. 


recital 
22 Mormon abbr. 


ARIES (March 21 to 
SQ) April 19): Be open to 

"deas about how to 

improve your heann. 


Алу effort you make 


23 Church council 
25 System of 


to improve your diet or exercise 


bellefs 


26 Morsel of food 
27 Dinghy blade 


29 Conte in 
Greek drama 


тертеп wi pay of 


TAURUS (April 20 to 
May 20): Н you in- 
duige in a lite cre- 
аме thinking today. 


30 Needie-nosed 


youll see new appi- 
canons tor old things. ("Oh look 1 


fish 
31 Actress. 


сап make a floor lamp out of this 
‘ld Volkswagen.") 


Plummer 
34 Water conduit 


35 Altar words 
36 Pea case 


By Ed Volio 
Gillette, WY 


37 Harem area 
39 His, In Hyeres 
40 Bard's twilight 


GEMINI (May 21 to 
Запе 20): This is an 
‘excellent day to make 
improvements п 


bathrooms, laundry 
areas or anything having to do 


41 Actress Claire 
42 Treats a 


3 La Scala 
location 


with plumbing, garbage or dark 
spaces. Youre in the mood to 


squeak 4 Party popper 


clean up! 


44 Pee Wee and 5 Shoshone 


Della 


8 Bay ofthe 
Baltic Sea 
7 Quinine water 


48 Rhine tributary 
47 Сой. mil. org. 


CANCER (June 21 to 
July 22]: Discussions, 


wh siblings wil be 
revealing today. 


48 Stein filer. 
49 B&O and Union 


8 Remove a 


You're wiling to face the truth 


seatbelt 
Pacific. 


about something, and so are oth- 


9 Big melodrama 


50 Body of water set to music 


52 Savage and 
Friendly 


10 Abstain from 
11 Sulted for 


ers. Prepare yourself for what 
tomes next 


SAMa LEO (July 23 to Aug. 


56" bin ein 12 Freshly coined 


22): бие some seri- 


Berliner JFK words 


ХО ous thought 1o new 
LD sources ol ncome tor 


57 Consiricted 


13 "Gidget" star 


59 Ends of smali 
intestines 


14 Some electron 
tubes 


уошзей It's possible to dream up 
Something that just might fy. You 


бо Sheep farmer's 


21 Sponsorship 
tools 


24 The Crystals 
62 Fuse together 1963 hit 

64 Very third-rate 28 Wireless 

85 Imagine airings 

66 Grafting shoots 31 Beekeepers 45 Superlatively 


43 Fewer and 


55 "Danse 
farther between Macabre" 
composer 


might see new financal applica- 
tons or tnings. 


Bp. VIRGO (Asg. 23 о 
(FEFA Sept 227: Your son 
REE) represents wetness. 
СУ rales te intesunes. 


RA (Sept. 23 to 
Oct. 22): Research i- 
to anything wil be 
profitable for you t0- 
Gay. Secrets just ро 

ор out of nowhere. in large me 


Sure, this is because you have 1 
mind ofa detective. 


SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to 
Nov. 21): Conversa- 
'ions with friends and 


groups are not casual 
today. People teel 
strongly about whatever is dis 
cussed. This means you have to 
Show respect and isten carefully 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 
Dec. 21): Av- 


ing 10 lay down the 
law today. Knowing 


this ahead о! me, you can show 
some deference by listening to 
them. (Sometimes the appearance 
‘of things is enough.) 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 

SQ to Jan. 19): You 

might change your 

mind about some kind 

of belel system or 

travel plans, ог something related 

to foreign countries and dilerent 

cultures. You see an entirely new 
‘point of view today. 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 2010 
Feb. 18): f you're in- 
volved with others 
about shared property 


ог something that is 
Jointly held, you might have new 
ideas about how things should be 
done. Don't be afraid to speak up. 


Difficulty Level 3X 


HOW TO PLAY 
SU DOKU 


Fill the grid so that every 
column, every row and every 
3X3 box contains the digits. 
109 

Tips and program at 
www.sudoku.com 


Answer to previous puzzle 


ol 
о 
© 
o 
ч 


bu RG 
© nio 


'oix[2lo s 


то ojo 


67 Goesinagein 32 Of hereditary ‘uncanny 
rule 51 Not even a 
Down 33 Hebrew year's 
1 Tex Mex extra month 
snacks 38 Let out or take. 
2 Soap brand in 


Saint. 


Today you can dis- 
58 Employ a hand 


cover new ways to improve your 
body and your health in general 


iE 


o -ч\оо|го|л,Ф|ою. s 
mo [so alo 
ооо; 
aio's jow 


PISCES (Feb. 19 to 
March 20): Your de- 
эге to improve an ex- 


isting relationship is 
mouse signa strong. today. Your 
53 Beast of 61 GÏ mali drop ideas are good. Taik to partners 

Borden 63 Vietnam and friends abcut what is possi- 
54 Interior look. Memorial artist bie. 


E 


NOVEMBER 3, 2007 


Hollywood perpe 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


SATURDAYSpecial 
tuates unfair 


treatment of Filipino war heroes 


By Edmund L. Sicam 


IF YOU BELIEVE MANY US 
films’ version of the Second 
World War, the Americans sin- 
glehandedly liberated the 
Philippines from the Japanese, 
while Filipinos merely stood in 
the sidelines to welcome the US 
forces with open arms. 

In "MacArthur" (1977), Gre- 
gory Peck (as General Douglas 
MacArthur) utters these dramat- 
ic lines after landing in Leyte: 
“By the grace of Almighty God, 
our forces stand again on Philip- 
pine soil—soil consecrated in 
the blood of our two peoples. We 
have come, dedicated and com- 
mitted, to the task of destroying 
every vestige of enemy control 
over your daily lives, and of 
restoring, upon a foundation of 
indestructible strength, the lib- 
erties of your people." 


Valuable intelligence 

There's hardly any mention of 
how the Filipino soldiers provid- 
ed valuable intelligence, so that 
MacArthur could utter those fa- 
mous lines. According to histor 
an August de Viana, the Ameri- 
cans had originally planned to 
land in Mindanao, where they 
would have been routed by the 
superior Japanese forces. In- 
stead, Pinoy guerrillas, led by Lt. 
Col. Ruperto Kangleon, sent 
word to the Yanks that Leyte was 
а more suitable place, because it 
was poorly defended. 

Thus on Oct. 20, 1944, 
Macarthur led an invasion force 
of more than 200,000 troops 
that landed on the beaches of 
Leyte. Aided by several thou- 
sand guerrillas, the contingent 
scored a decisive victory by the 
end of the year that led to the ul- 
timate liberation of the country. 

Unfortunately, the youth of 
today know very little about 
those historic events. It helps 
when movies about the war are 
shown on the big screen, but 
even then, the heroism of the 


A family that thrives in God’s love 


LOVE IS MORE M- — — — —— 


PECK. Played General Douglas MacArthur in 1977 war film. 


Filipino is hardly recognized. 

Recently, for instance, Cesar 
Montano starred in a major 
Hollywood movie about how 
500 American prisoners of war 
were rescued from a concentra- 
tion camp in Cabanatuan. Mon- 
tano portrayed guerrilla leader, 
Juan Pajota, who played a ma- 
jor role in the operation. 


Minimal screen time 

Iwas quite disappointed in the 
movie, as Montano and the other 
Filipino actors received minimal 
screen time, while the Ameri- 
cans, led by James Franco—Spi- 
der-Man’s nemesis—dominated 
the scenes. It seems that is how 
Hollywood looks at the role that 
Pinoys played in the war. 

То correct this wrong impres- 
sion, the Philippine Veterans 
Bank, which is wholly owned by 
veterans, has come up with a trav- 
eling exhibit, "The War of Our Fa- 
thers... A Tribute to the Filipino 
Freedom Fighter” which contains 


rity in ће love of 


portant than any ma- their parents. Despite 
terial thing. Ies what STREET п ae Lees EY 
keeps the Pastores SMART schedule, they set 
family together. aside special bonding 

Heres а story moments to teach 
straight from the heart Christian values like 


of cardiologist, Dr. Liza 
Guzman-Pastores, who 
met her husband, sur- 
geon Dr. John Vincent 


humility and grati 

tude to their kids. 
Their chil- 

dren—Stella Angela, 


Pastores, when she Karla Angelica, Laura 
was a medical intem Mandy a Angelina excel 
and John was a resi- __N@V@S€FO_ in school because the 
dent physician at couple nurtures their 
Makati Medical Center. kids’ God-given gifts by shower- 


Liza believes, “It’s possible to 
find heaven on earth. Itstarts with 
a beautiful marriage. We have 
earned to put God in the center of. 
ош lives and our family!” 


Environment 

The Pastores family believes 
that a strong and stable mar- 
riage will produce an environ- 
ment where children find secu- 


ing them with love and encour- 
agement. 

Tes not enough to teach, par- 
ents also need to practice what 
they preach. Children may forget 
what you teach them, but they 
will remember how you deal with 
people—and how you take care 
of your relationship with God. 
‘The Pastores children have been 
brought up with feet firmly plant- 


vintage photos, maps, artifacts 
and videos that focus on the hero- 
ism displayed by Filipinos—teach- 
ers, workers, farmers, housewives 
and ordinary individuals who 
displayed extraordinary courage 
їп defending the country against. 
foreign invaders. 

The exhibit has already 
reached many sites: SM Das- 
marinas, Cavite, in time for the 
62nd anniversary of the libera- 
Чоп of Tagaytay; San Fernando, 
La Union, to commemorate the 
Battle for Bacsil Ridge; the FEU 
campus; SM Mall of Asia; Ate- 
neo de Zamboanga University; 
SM City Bacolod, and Silliman 
University in Dumaguete. 


Leyte landing 

‘Two weeks ago, I was invited 
to the opening of the exhibit in 
Leyte, in time for the 63rd an- 
niversary of the Leyte landing. 
With me on the flight to 
Tacloban were the Presidential 
Assistant on Veteran Affairs, Je- 


ed on solid Christian ground. 


Join our Batanes Photo Safari 
on Dec. 27-30 or Jan. 3-6, 2008. 


LIZA and John Vincent! (center) with their lively daughters 
(from left), Stella Angela, Karla Angelica, Laura and Angelina. 


sus Terry E Adevoso, Veterans 
Bank vice president for Corpo- 
rate Communications, Mike Vil- 
lareal, and the National Histori- 
cal Institute's De Viana 

When we landed at the air- 
port, I was elated to find a 
group of students with welcome 
streamers—only to discover 
that they were meant for Sam 
Milby, who was on the same 
flight! It seems he was there to 
judge a beauty contest. 

Later, however, I was grati- 
fied at the good attendance at 
the lecture of Dr. De Viana. 

Before his lecture, De Viana 
shared some trivia about the 
historic landing: He said that 
General MacArthur restaged 
the landing a few days after he 
arrived—for the benefit of pho- 
tographers who accompanied 
him. 


Documents 

He then explained how the 
guerrillas were able to get infor- 
mation on the strength of the 
Japanese forces in the island 
through documents they found 
in a plane that crashed in Leyte. 
This valuable information en- 
abled the Americans to change 
their plan to land in Mindanao. 

In the evening, we went to ће 
provincial capitol, where the ex- 
hibit had been set up. The for- 
mal launch was attended by vet- 
erans and their relatives, who 
perked up when Asst. Sec. Ade- 
voso informed them that a bill 
granting additional benefits to 
veterans would soon be voted оп 
by the entire US Congress, and it 
had a good chance of passing. 

1 agree that the traveling ex- 
hibit is a great idea in promoting 
awareness of Filipino heroism 
during the war. But, what would 
really create a tremendous im- 
pact is if the Veterans Bank con- 
siders producing a war movie 
which will feature Pinoy stars 
like Cesar Montano and Christo- 
pher de Leon— instead of Grego- 
ry Peck and James Franco! 


Email — mandynavasero@ya- 
hoo.com, or visit www.mandy- 
navasero.com. Call 899-17677 
or text 0905 251-1623. 


STEWART. Strength of 
character. 


By Behn Cervantes 


GARY COOPER 15 
certainly one of Holly- 
wood's greatest icons. If he 
was popular with produc- 
ers because of his box-of- 
fice draw, the 6'4” tall actor 
was just as irresistible to 
his leading ladies. Ingrid 
Bergman and Patrice Neal, 
both statuesque Oscar- 
Winning actresses, were 
among his many romantic 
flings. 


Adonis 

Starting his career dur- 
ing the silentfilm era, 
Coopers blond Adonis 
looks made him a natural 
hero in Westerns. After 
proving his acting mettle in 
the then popular genre, he 
won his first Academy 
Award portraying a true-to- 
life war hero in "Sergeant 
York." Earlier, he starred in 
the first cinematic adapta- 
tion of Ernest Hemingway's 
“A Farewell to Arms” oppo- 
site Helen Hayes. Years lat- 
er, he starred in another 
Hemingway classic, “For 
Whom the Bell Tolls,” oppo- 
site Ingrid Bergman. 

Cooper was a “quiet” ac- 
tor to whom the acting 
adage, “Less is more,” cer- 
tainly applied. Even three- 
time Academy awardee, 
Ingrid Bergman was in awe 
of his simple approach to 
acting. 

She once told an inter- 
viewer that sometimes, she 
felt Cooper didn't deliver 
during the filming of a 
scene, but when she saw that 
same scene magnified on the 
big screen, she was duly im- 
pressed. Hardly discernible 
‘nuances during the take 
were clearly apparent and 
apton the big screen. 


Unique appeal 

Ernst Lubitsch cast him 
in the sophisticated come- 
dy “Design for Living,” 
while Frank Capra exploit- 
ed his unique appeal in 
“Meet Joe Doe” and “Mr. 
Deeds Goes to Town.” In 
“Fountainhead,” he por- 
trayed an unconventional 
architect patterned after 


Muted sophistication 
characterized Cooper and 
Stewart's iconic appeal 


COOPER. Top box-office 


draw. 


Frank Lloyd Wright. 

Cooper won his second 
Academy Award for his per- 
formance in the classic West- 
ern, "High Noon." 


Theater 

Another actor with mut- 
ed sophistication was 
James Stewart, the leg- 
endary actor with “Aw, 
shucks” appeal. Stewart 
had ample experience in 
the theater before Holly- 
wood cast him in comedies, 
musicals and dramas. 

For four decades, he was 
loved by audiences for por- 
traying average American 
characters with human 
foibles, as well as strength 
of character and moral per- 
severance. Thus, Capra 
cast him in “You Can’t Take 
It With You” and his per- 
sonal favorite, “It’s A Won- 
derful Life,” which, al- 
though it was not a box-of- 
fice hit in its time, has re- 
mained a Christmas staple 
on television to this day. 

It was in “The Philadel- 
phia Story” that Stewart 
won his Academy Award, al- 
though he shared stellar 
billing with Katherine Hep- 
burn and Cary Grant. 


Loner 

Anthony Mann often cast 
him in Westerns as a loner 
with a tormented (“Winch- 
ester 75,” “Bend of the Ri 
er” and “The Man from 
Laramie”). Other noted di- 
rectors sought his servic 
Alfred Hitchcock got him to 
star in “Rear Window" and 
“The Man Who Knew Too 
Much,” while Cecil B. de 
Mille cast him as a fugitive 
down in “The Greatest 
Show on Earth.” Billy 
Wilder cast him as Peter 
Lindbergh in “The Spirit of 
St. Louis” and as Glenn 
Miller in a bio flick about 
the great American musi- 
cian. 

In reality, the shy actor 
served in the US Air Force 
with distinction during the 
Pacific War. Upon retire- 
ment, Stewart was promot- 
ed from colonel to general. 
Talk about authentic Hol- 
lywood heroes! 


Readers and viewers weigh in on industry issues 


By Nestor U. Torre 


WE'RE GRATIFIED TO SEE THAT 
readers and viewers are express- 
ing their opinions on arts and en- 


tertainment issues more readily 
and forthrightly these days. 

‘That really is the way to go, be- 
cause an articulate and involved 
audience is urgently needed to 
keep performers and producers on 
their toes and prompt them to 
come up with shows that are 
‘worth viewers and listeners while. 


Two sides 

Instructively, there are at least 
two sides to most issues, so 
readers responses are often at 

cross purposes. Even when 

they vehemently disagree, 
, however, we feel upbeat 
X, about their responses 
s because an opinion- 


MARCELO. Defies the mold of the typical celebrity. 


ated audience is the indusmys 
best insurance against shoddy, ir- 
responsible work—and boredom. 
Recently, we wrote about KC 
Concepcion's Paris special, and 
got a number of conflicting reac- 
tions. Wena Onabia of Quezon 
City agreed that the special went 
оп too long, but found KC “sin- 
cere and articulate.” She went on 
to wish, “Now that she's home, 
hopefully for good, KC should act 
оп TV and in the movies and do 
an album to show her versatility." 
On the other hand, Ditas Ho- 
jilla of San Juan City dissented; 
"Unlike you, I found KC's special 
very short. I would have wanted 
it to go on and on! Hope to 
‘watch her in coming projects. 
“Sharon, take a bow, girl. You've 
raised your daughter well—she 
has a good heart as well as a good 
head. You must be very proud.” 


Negative effects 

Meanwhile, our piece on the 
negative effects of text-voting 
prompted Lyn Marti to share, "I 


was reading your article on real- 
ity shows and I remembered 
what you said when my 16-year- 
old niece cried over a finalist in a 
TV talent search who was re- 
cently booted out. My niece 
texted like P100 per show for 
her favorite bet, but he was vot- 
ed out, even when he wasn't in 
the ‘bottom three’ of the show. 
“Contest rules said that final- 
ists were to be judged according 
to judges’ say and online votes 
and texting. So, what happened 
to the rules? Who changed 
them? So, I agree with you: Lets 
do away with text-voting, if the 
intent is to pick the real talents.” 


Producers 

On the other hand, Erlinda 
Bautista of Manila found many in- 
accuracies in our апке. She 
pointed out that we “failed to 
mention that producers, industry 
execs and judges all have a hand 
in choosing contestants even be- 
fore the actual competition. So, ev- 
eryone who reaches the text vot- 


CONCEPCION. Should record 
an album to show her versatility. 


ing phase after the auditions and 
screening deserves to be there. 
"Besides, what is so wrong 
about asking for support from 
relatives, friends, neighbors, 
colleagues at the office, class- 
mates, province mates, etc.? 
Isn't that the Bayanihan spirit? 
“You urge talent search shows 
to ‘choose really perceptive 
judges and give them the power 
то choose the best new talents. 
But, talent search judges like 


Ryan Cayabyab, Pilita Corrales, 
Eugene Villaluz and Wally Gon- 
zales are competent. If they 
aren't perceptive enough, then 1 
don't know who is. 

“Оп the observation that some 
talent search winners don't be- 
come successful stars, who in his 
right mind can guarantee the 
success of anybody's show biz ca- 
reer? Fame and popularity are 
transient, by nature. Text votes 
are just a means to transfer mess- 
sages/votes in the quickest way 
possible from a mass audience, 


Pure heart 

"And on the comment that 
'textvoting doesn’t boost the 
great unknown talents who de- 
serve to become stars, no one 
can disprove this statement more 
than the Philippine Idol herself, 
Mau Marcelo, who never fit the 
mold of the typical celebrity but 
possesses an incredible singing 
‘voice and a pure heart.” 

Keep those concurring and dis- 
senting opinions coming, folks! 


— PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: - - 


Į di $ ATURDAY Speci A ГА ____, SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 2007 


ә Ai eeu 


Washington, Crowe worked | \ | Ricky Davao finds 


as team on ‘American Gangster’ greater fulfillment in 
NEW YORK—THERE WAS NO if you can harmonize and you film. That wasn't the be with perform ng onstage 


power struggle between Denzel can sing together still from two Frank. He was real cool.” 
Washington and Russell Crowe completely separate points of Washington won Academy By Rica Arevalo 
оп the set of their new crime dra- view, now you are talking,” said Awards for “Glory” and “Training 
ma, "American Gangster" Im- Crowe, 43, who won an Acade- Day,” and received Oscar nomina- 
stead, they worked as а team my Award in 2001 for “Gladia- tions for “Malcolm X,” “The Hurri- 
when filming their scenes togeth- tor” He also received Oscar nom- cane” and “Cry Freedom.” 

ег. inations for his roles in “The In- 


THE FIRST TIME 1 WORKED 
with Ricky Davao was for an en- 
vironmental film years ago. For 
more than a month, we stayed in 


“Tes not about a heavyweight sider” and‘ABeautifulMind.” Oscar buzz Кн ipod лош 
fight," Crowe said in an inter- ThecsogearoM gant d his dedication to his work and his 
view with AP Television News, Lesspressure he's trying to ignore the early good working relationship with 
“Is much more like two gui- "Washington said he felt less Oscar buzz. surrounding "Ameri- the production team. 
arists playing together or two pressure to perfect his role in can Gangster" directed by Rid- Recently we ran into the ver- 
people singing together." "American Gangster" than he did ley Scott, which has been getting satile actor when he read ex- 
"American Gangster” is based for 1992's “Malcolm X” because positive reviews from critics. cerpts from “An Imaginary Life,” 
onthe life of Frank Lucas, played the real-life Lucas puthim atease. — "We don't even hear about it a screenplay written by visiting the theater. 
by Washington, who became “In ‘Malcolm X; we were under until you sit down and do inter- Australian writer, John Alsop, at " Р 
filthy rich in the 1960s by smug- а lot of pressure,” he said. “There views," he said. “First of all, the the De La Salle University. that’s when I weigh the merits 
gling heroin into New York. were a lot of folks showing up, film hasn't even come out yet. Whatskeepinghim busy these and flaws of the material 


B > Р is 5 Was there ever a time he re- 
‘Crowe portrays police officer like, You better get thisrightorit Letthefilmcomeoutandletthe WASHINGTON (top)and Crowe days? "In Mario O'Hara's stage e 
who investigates Lucas and his could cost you.’ One might have public decide how they feel playheroin pasen police Version of Lino Brocka's ‘Insiang ерт TOE Ieri 
tes Luc Е nana > = vhich x. - 
dirty dealings, “If you can blend, expected it to be the case in this aboutit AP officer, respectively. REUTERS Es ак doroné to hheve refused bo Бе 
acter originated by Ruel Мета. Соте part of a love team. Baka 
hindi ako naging superstar dahil 


Sports comedy runs out of steam ы i de pay ee em gine 


thing m When Ricky was younger (and 
new thingsaboutthe character!” -me 35 pounds lighter), produc- 
By Noelani Torre These days, Randy is playing Projects ers would “ask” him to court this 


exhibition Ping-Pong for a liv. _ Inthe’80s, Davao “discovered” 07 that actress to create а buzz, 
g in a dinky Vegas dub. Hes the artistic fulfillment that can be buthe refused 
approached by FBI agent Ernie һай on the legitimate stage when Roles 
Rodriguez (George Lopez), who ће found himself wanting in film ре n “Marc 
asks for his help in catching the assignments, after a number of recalls Parenting: пар, 
time ood: ME Bene, his movie projects didn't do well tampo sa akin. [lost many roles! 
at the box office. In this profession, mas maram- 
Tournament He recalls: "Habangwalaakong ing low points than high mo- 
Randy has to find a way imo Sitagawa, Nonon Padila asked menm bat he Ышш you 
У 90 me to do a play—an experience derive from the latter is enough 
Fengs headquarters by getting in- = hat made me realize: еза call- to sustain you. Minsan, ang ta- 
ing! Theater, after all, is an actor's. gal na wala kang ginagawa! I'm 


WATCHING THE MOVIE, “BALLS 
of Fury" is like watching a Ping- 
Pong match that’s going on longer 
than it should: The ball flies furi- 
ously fast at first, but as minutes 
trickle past, the serves get slower, 
the speed decelerates, the players 
get drenched in sweat—and they 
still keep playing. 

Meanwhile, the viewers who 


r 
WALKEN. Plays former 


Ping-Pong chamffonin М. | vited to participate in a winners- 


were rapt in the beginning finds | ҢА only Ping-Pong toumament which medium. Pagbukas ng kurtina at h i ^ 
themselves thinking thet maybe, isi Feng, a rabid Ping-Pong fan, hosts. Drap oue e uum Bi next 
they shouldn't have postponed Garantand Thomaslennon,and а bit before the movie goes back The situation necessitates for the actor. On TV or in films, feature-length directorial assign- 
that trip to the dentist! you've got a degree ofridiculous- to its blah sate. brushing up on his paddling pwede kang pagwapuhin or po. ment “Hilang Abo," which is 
Ы ness that should make for rip- skills, a task supervised bya blind pangitin’ through editing!” based on a script written by Rene 
Premise roaring belly laughs. Trailer .. guru, Master Wong (James Оп the big screen, he deliv- Villanueva. “The movie tackles 
‘A sports comedy that references" ASithappens, however аШуош For those whohaven'tseen the Hong) and his lithe and lovely ered exceptional performances оМ age, but the treatments light. 
both sports and kung fu flms, the get are a few chuckles which, as movies promising trailer, heres niece, Maggie (Maggie О). in ‘Ang Lalake sa Buhay ni Selya” 171 can get Eddie Garcia, Dolphy, 
movie stans with a premise that the movie runs its course, get how the story goes: Randy Day- The film follows the typical and “Saranggola.” He shares: “I and my father Charlie Davao, to 
has great comic potential: Bring even fewer and farther spaced. tona (Dan Fogler) isathirysome- underdog-wins-the-day-and- don't really ‘package’ myself різу the story's pivotal lead roles, 


table tennis out of the rec room Directed by Garant, the movie thing Ping-Pong has-been. the-lady formula. However, irs Kung anong offer ang dumating, that would be great!" 
and into the kung fu ring, where starts out with jokes and gags  Oncea table tennisprodigyhe not the basic plot thats the 
matches areheld i basements (ac thethittheirmarkand whetyour suffered humiliating defeat by problem here—the move sim- 
cessed through seedy, dark alleys) appetite for more. х Germanys überTeuton, ply isn’t funny enough. D E d 
amd bets are placed by lurking, However, the momentum isnt Кай Москав (Thomas ^ Gags work occasionally, but rama-come 
Shifty figures with hygiene issues. sustained, and halfway through Lennon), in the '88 Olympics, most of them are over-milked > 
Mix in Christopher Walken m the film, you just hold out for the which resulted in the death of his And even the presence of a campy tackles | 1 ht of OFWs 
purple silk robes. and “Reno appearance ‘of Walken who, when father, who had placed a and hammy Christopher Walken р g 
511s" writing duo, Robert Ben hedoesshow up, spices things up the outcome of the competition. = isn't enough to save the day. 


By Remy M. Umerez Sarah Balabagan or Delia Maga, 
"which were all turned into films? 

FOR HIS 55ТН MOVIE,-“KATAS Не replies: “Katas ng Saudi” is 
ng Saudi,” Jose Javier Reyes is comedy with a touch of drama 
line producing (for: Maverick The story focuses on the character 
Productions), writing’ and'di- of Oca Dimaano (Estrada), who 
recting. During a press con in retums to Manila after working 
Greenhills, he enthuses about for many years in Saudi Arabia as 
his latest project: a supervisor in an oil refinery. In- 

Reyes says itwas Sen. Jinggoy stead of finding a happy house- 
Estrada who commissioned him hold, however, what he encoun- 
to write a story about the plight ters is a house full of strangers! 


of overseas Filipino workers. His attempt to be padre de familia 
> fails as he confronts a series of do- 
Incentives mestie disasters." 


He explains: Jinggoy has , Should viewers anticipate а 
coauthored a bill that ‘discour- happyending? “On the con- 
ages’ domestic helpers from pad pay plese He 
Edu abroad. pecially when his best friend, 
~ осын Pol (Bayani Agbayani), tells Oca 
are incentives—like salary in- thar hes considering settling 
crease, days off and SSS mem- down in Manila for good. 
bership—that they can take ad- 
vantage of. Whenever he travels Situ; 
abroad, OFWs capture his at- "Оса intends to do the same, 
tention. He's aware of how until he discovers that his family 
lonely they feel to be separated has no savings at all! The situation 
from their loved ones.” forces him to return to Saudi.” 

The director toyed with the idea In the film, Loma Tolentino 
for sometime. “It presents a sce- plays Jinggoy's wife, whom he left 
nario many Filipino families can behind to take care of the children, 
relate to,” he adds. What makes played by Shaina Magdayao, 
“Katas ng Saudi" different from Aaron Villaflor and Julian Estrada, 
the stories of Flor Contemplacion, Jinggoy’ 11-year-old son. 


100% KNOCKDOWN ШШШ 


е ————————— е >. is short. With our limited LOTUS 
When it comes to insects, | only trust my Bayer. хапшена оша ат тн. POND 

foolish to waste time.” As “trav- 

Millions of consumers around the world have put their trust in Bayer when it comes to insect elers," we must remember these. R. Vale ‚ 

control. And so should you. Bayer, after all, is the brand of choice of those who want effective basic truths: d eed 


loadi jit isi у, 
and innovative products. And with Bayer Advanced Blattanex Multi-Insect Killer, Bayer continues „ыны шкын апа Si BIST 


its commitment of giving the community a product that delivers the-best results. you down. Carrying heavy emo- dom. Don't drown in illusions 
E tional burdens can cause a flat and fantasies. It’s easier to trav- 
2 tire. So, travel lightand happy. еї with the light. 
Bayer Advanced Blattanex Multi-Insect Killer has an advanced oil-based formulation that 2. You are only passing 6. Bebrave. Cowards don’t go 
guarantees 100%” knockdown of mosquitoes, flies and cockroaches. And while insects suffer, through. Don't treat your house far. 


: a à 
you: won't have to. It's odorless so you need not worry about any irritating smell after its ws Rudd MS. | Т. Бе E 


your life, not your house. Names such ав Jehovah, Allah, 
application. That Wn Rama and Gopala, In the 
Е Destination Supreme, you'll find strength, 


Es 3. Focus on the real destina- happiness and protection. He 
Basta x tion—our spiritual home and provides refuge and love. 
| trust my Bayer. : shelter Don't get distracted by 8. Be kind to fellow travelers 
BAYER E E E the side roads. if you getlost you along the way The journey will be 
, = : wontgettoyourdestnation. quicker if you help others reach 
ADVANCED : 4. When the sme. comes, (heir eue home. Be compassionate. 
learn to let go. There'll be less 9. Don't procrastinate. Don’t 
pain if you accept that every- prolong your misery in the mun- 
Body goes through а jour- danerealm 
ney—we all have to move on. 10. Be determined to achieve 
5 Move forward in ап en- the goal. Only lazy people are 
lightened condition. Seek wis- contented with lack of progress! 
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GALLERY OF EXCEPTIONAL 
PERFORMANCES. (From 
left) Nora asa movie fan 
in "Bona"; with Bembol 
Roco and Christopher 

de Leon in “Tationg 
Taong Walang Diyos”; 
with Johnny Delgado 

in “Uod at Rosas,” 

and asa visionary 

in “Himala.” 


|^ | Nora Aunor's 
+ best performances 


4 revisited 


that, the year her star zoomed 
up, she was shooting five 


E RECENTLY WROTE. films at the time! To 
about the best film perfor- "аке her апессон x = 
mances of Nora Aunor, to "e astounding, Nora 


5 added that all five movies 
remind younger viewers of the vet- were shot in only one big 
eran actress’ significant contribu- house! 
tions to the local movie industry. It got so hectic and con- 

While prepping ourselves for the article, we fusing that, she sighed, 
were able to get hold of Nora's filmography. As "Sometimes, 1 didn’t even 
we perused the long list, we saw that it con- know which movie I was 
tained more information that would be useful shooting that moming—be- 
to film buffs, hence this follow-up piece: cause T would be shooting 

something else in the after- 
Four decades noon, and a third movie at 

From “Sitting in the Park" in 1967 to night: So, they would have to 
2006's “Ingrata,” Nora's filmography in- remind me which character 1 
forms us that the Superstar acted in a total was playing, and the clothes 1 
of around 170 movies! That comes down to should be wearing...” movies weren't quality pro- 
something like four films a year for the past AUNOR. ductions. In fact, some of 
four decades, making Aunor one of thein- Blockbusters Her many memorable them were execrable. 
dustry's busiest stars to date. Today, its hard to imagine characterizations should BUI, it's a testament to No- 
" Her output becomes even more interest- just how overwhelmingly popu- Ье continually celebrated. 1/5 native intelligence that 
ing when we note that Nora has been rela- lar Nora wasin the’60s and’70s. susmanonsrasertaoomcuez She soon realized that she 


d foh, ший 


Nora got out to wave at them 
and sign some autographs. 


No surprise 
Thus, it's no surprise that, 
according to Nora's filmogra- 
phy, in only her first five years 
in the movies, the young star 
had already acted in some 50 
films—not many stars make 
that many films in their en- 
tire careers! 
The down side to this hy- 
per-activity on Nora's part is 
the fact that most of her early 


tively inactive of late (no films in 2005, Even her worst movies tumed couldn't continue to make pop- 
2001 and 2000, for instance), soher output out to be blockbusters, and she could do no ular but lousy movies. АБ 
їп the '60 and '70s appears to be all the wrong. So, in 1971, we saw the first “ОК” Nora £28205955 


more prodigious (14 movies in 1969, for Опсе, when we were researching a starrer, “Lollipops and Roses." And, by 1973, 
example). —Thats how phenomenally movie project for Nora, we traveled by she was acting in some above-average pro- 
popular she was as a teen star! car with her to her hometown in the ductions, like “Paruparong Itim,” “Dalawang 

Nora herself confirmed this to us when province. As we drove from town to Mukha ng Tagumpay,” “Erap Is My Guy" "Аз 
she recalled during one of our conversations town, she was instantly recognized and 
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Ап accumulated P5,000 purchase in your 
SM Advantage Card at Baby Company,. 
inclusive of P500 worth of Prokids 
and Pigeon items, qualifies your 
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SATURDAY Special -T—— 
METRO MANILA Explosive T— 


THEATERS ASSOCIATION 


On Nov. 8 at 4 p.m., “How It’s Visit: -www.ticketworld.com.ph. 
Built: Steel” shows viewers the M 
diverse innovations that мее! Mossimo at MOA 

has given birth to. Mossimo at the Mall of Asia 

today presents Julianne, 

€ Ра Dance season Miguel Escueta, Urbanation 

WirmersPlaxa farmers At 4 p.m. оп Now 11 at the and Thor in performance and 

к Francisco Santiago Hall, the meet-and-greet sessions. To- 

€ n NEPLEX MCO Arts Festival presents its morrow, the featured artists 

T Pap wan 330 WEE SUPER WAT dance season, featuring these are Barbie Almalbis, Rocksted- 

- groups: Academy One Music dy, Luke Mejares and Retro- 
NH FEATHERWEIGHT CHAMPIONSHIP IDEs Con Ey CARD Re 


stanoust | 3 ee wi. o. ud 5 of Arts Manila, Ecole de Ballet ' , TA 
M AR UE 4, Guan Cin EP BIO Manille and Vella C. Damian ‘Power to Unite’ 
BALLS OF FURY at EE 


School of Ballet. Call 878-4359. Rev. Renato Mayugba, Auxil- 


liaty Bishop of Lingayen-Dagu- 
Center Mall Cinema yu AR EZ WITH FULL STADIUM — E г 
cs pm iga Sai Fringe pan, is the featured guest in this 
И Pa шр Г SEATING FOR COMPLETELY From Nov. 8 to 13 at the Ап. Tuesdays (Nov. 6) episode of 
C жишш LIVE VIA SATELLITE UNOBSTRUCTED VIEWS tonio Molina Hall, BDO South “Power to Unite,” a weekly pro- 
2 THE SEEKER: DARK IS RISING. Tower, НМ de la Costa st, gram that airs over NBN Chan- 
NOV 4 SUN | 8AM www galewaycineplext0.com Makati City, The Japan Founda- nel4at7 p.m. 
tion, Manila, presents Eiga Sai In the episode shot in the 
" 1C OW! GATEWAY CINEPLEX 10 | P350 Fringe, featuring Japanese doc- Church of the Benedictine 
онна ВТВ BUY YOUR.DCHETSN J umentary and contemporary Abbey (San Beda Chapel), Bish- 
films. Highlights: “Abong” op Mayugba explains to TV host 
же Gateway Oj СӨШЬ 10O WALL TO WALL (Small Home) by Koji Imaizumi Elvira Go that the Basic Eclesial 
Иш = P дєр $СВЕЕМ and “Abduction: The Megumi Community is actually the fami- 
5 pes Yukata Story" a multawarded ly In invigorating faith in any 
z documentary by Chris Sheridan community, the revival should 
- and Patty Kim. Website: wwwjf- begin with family unity. 
ont айуу OF NIGHT RALOWEEN 5 E mo.org ph. The episode's theme is “Love 
aaa laa tue s Never Gives Up.” This is embod- 
gy za dn m " > ха н ES Dee En who 
UNREST ‘TES А azzling pop diva Beyoncé found solace in the Bible even 
эйи zs MER ss, МШОРҢИ APAT DAPAT DAPAT APAT 22595 Ж performs on Nov. 7 at the Boni- when they were in dire financial 
(RESIDENT EVL-EXTINCTION | (25 5335 facio City Open Field in а con- straits. 
„мы ELLE womoor | cecfeensualandexcingma- The Angelos, а quintet of 


тинин 


Е s 22 28072 : И ы [| Beyoncé in Manila 
musorra |} тшшн | A 


DUST sical delights presented by youngsingers, provides musical 
RENOMON 258/335/615/000 — 22 Globe and MTV Philippines. entertainment. 
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happening at The Little Gym. 
‘Walt Disney Studios partners 
with the premier child develop- 
ment franchise for the promo- 
tions of the highly anticipated 
film, “Enchanted.” 

Featuring an all-star cast, the 
movie is about making dreams 
come true. The Little Gym, 
known for its specialized classes 
and the wholistic development 
of children, forms the perfect 
partnership with the film, to 
help children achieve whatever 


ADAMS. Plays princess in Walt Disney's “Enchanted.” 


they want. " te 
innein meny рие woa Ше Ghena OF “ane comfy sree janye 
tale that crosses centuries and driven night—that awful, hu- Movies оп ТУ 


bridges animation and live ас. нт night you cherish for Оп HBO today at 3 p.m, 


tion. Amy Adams plays Princess à e ке. » 
Giselle, who is banished from Üherestofyourlifel Le ас artes oe 
Andalasia by the. villainous ‘Art2Art? “Dance with Me.” Nov. 4 at 11 


Queen Nerissa (Susan Saran- 
don). 

‘To kick off the film's debut, 
‘The Little Gym will hold a raffle 
draw that will send the winner 
to Hollywood to attend the 
film's red-carpet premiere. 

The Little Gym will also 
screen "Enchanted" for its loyal 
members. In addition, new 
members can win a free trip to 


m., "The Burbs." Nov. 6 at 11 
p-m., “Elizabethtown.” Nov. 8 at 
3 p.m., “Zathura.” Nov. 9 at 7 
am. “Heaven Can Wait.” 9 

m., "Meet Joe Black." 

On Cinemax today at 1 p.m., 


Ronnie Lazaro guests on Lisa 
Macujas engaging radio pro- 
gram, "Art2Art," at 2:30 p.m. to- 
morrow on dzRH. Lazaro talks 
about his Ilonggo roots, his col- 
orful experiences as an actor, 
and the newly formed Artists 
Welfare Project, of which he is 
president. 


Centennial awards 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


SATURDAYSpecial 
Explosive stellar combination . . . ...... 


“Dragonheart: A New Begin- 
ning." Tomorrow at 9 p.m., “The 
Island." Nov. 5 at 7 a.m., "The. 
Bridge on the River Kwai.” Nov. 
6 at 9:15 a.m, "Dirty Harry.” 
Nov. 7 at 1 p.m., “The Dennis 
Rodman Story.” Nov 8 at 7 p.m., 
“Plots with A View.” Nov. 9 at 1 
a.m., "The Ballad of Josie." 


“El Filibusterismo’ 
Gantimpala Theater Founda- 
tion presents “El Filibusteris- 
mo," Jomar Fleras’ stage version 
of Jose Rizal's novel, tomorrow 
„+ atRizal Park, Nov. 9-11, 23-24 at 
AFP Theater, and Nov. 16-17 at 
SM Southmall. Soxie Topacio di- 

rects. Call 899.5745. 


"Intimate Enemies" 

On Nov. 5at 8 p.m., "Intimate 
Enemies" premieres on the Na- 
tional Geographic Channel. The 
docu recounts the life and death 
struggle of the lion and the 


water buffalo. MICHAEL Sera and Jonah Hill topbill the surprise comedy 


EXPLOSIVE/F2 


30 DAYS OF NIGHTS 
3:25, 6:00, 838, 11:05, 


Hong Kong Disneyland. The Lit- 
Че Gym has branches in Ala- 
bang (850-4060), Makati (815- 


‘The Centennial Awards of St. 
Scholastica’s School of Music 
and Music Alumnae recently an- 


STARDUST 
тасв GP 
1:15, 4:00. 6:45, 9:30 


1735) and Pasig-Mandaluyong nounced these honors: Out- BALLS OF FURY 
(637.2469). routing Muse Centennial | 8261-95. 31 


‘Awards—Sr. Mary Placid Abejo, 
OSB and Dr. Lucrecia R. Kasilag. 
Concert Artists 
Awardees—Leonor Кйауко, 
Manuel P Maramba, OSB, Vir- 
ginia Laico Villanueva. Solo 
Artists Awardees—Marguerita 
Echaus, Angelina Gutierrez, Sr. 
Elena Marie Hervas, R.A., Zenas 
Reyes Lozada. Duo Artists 
Awardees—Mary Ann W 
Añover, Mary Ann R. Armovit, 
Della G. Besa, Anamaria G. de 
Guzman, Mary Jo W. Tamping- 
co. Music _ Composition 


EDSA comer Shaw Blvd. 
Call 633-2227 or 633-4735 
for more безда. 


JAY-R. Reveals smoother side in 
concert series, Awardees—Manuel P Marmaba, 


OSB and Jude Edgard Balsamo. 


"Soul in Love’ 

Jay-R is all set for his two- 
might concert series, "Soul in 
Love, at the Captain's Bar of 
the Mandarins Oriental Manila 
on Nov. 9 and 17, with special 
guests, Pops Fernandez and Kuh 
Ledesma. He unravels his 
smoother, mellower side by way 
of vintage soul, torch standards. 
and Motown R&B classic. 

"Soul in Love" marks Jay-R's 
first solo stint at the Mandarin's 
famous Captain’s Bar, which 
features the top musical acts in 
the biz. He will also have a solo 
show at the Folk Arts Theater on 
Nov. 30. Call 637-7016. 


ct 


ROCKWELL CENTER MAKATI 
nuancan 


HALLOWEEN 
R13 
1:00,3:20.5:40, 


CURTIS. Endorses dynamic 8:00,10:20 


fashion brand for young women. 


Anne Curtis for Freeway 

Freeway, a contemporary and 
dynamic fashion brand for 
young women, has found a chic 
endorser in popular young star, 
Anne Curtis. Anne says she 
loves Freeway because it has 
varied and versatile pieces to 
suit her every mood. 

Anne is modeling Freeway's 
bright, new holiday collection by 
Mel Orlina, which features ev- 
erything from structured smart 
pieces to soft, flowing drapes 


LUST CAUTION 
R18 


‘Superbad’ sneak previews 4:00,4:10,7:20,10:30 


“Superbad,” the surprise com- 
еду blockbuster of the year, will 
have special sneak previews on 
Nov. 5 and 6 in selected theaters. 
The hilarious movie is a caution- 
ary coming-of-age tale about two 
socially inept teenage boys about 
to graduate from high school. 

Tt details their misguided at- 


Nora Aunor’s 


From page Fl 


MOVIES & 


NOV 4, 2007, 8:30AM 


Long As There's Mu- Some of Nora's 


sic” and “Carnival most important 

Song.” starrers didn't do ' M UN. 
ii wel atthe box of. mE 

Significant. fice, but she forged HORA 

productions on, putting her ca- 


reer at risk just so 
she could be direct- 
ed by some of the 
country’s best film- 
makers, like Gerry 
де Leon and Lino 
Brocka. 

Not many super- 
stars are capable of 
such daring and risky 


{ШИШИШИ 


НЩ A 
D: 


Even better, only 
two years later, Nora. 
was already hitting 
herstride asa serious 
actress in significant 
productions like “Ее, 
Esperenza, Caridad” 
and “Banaue.” 

Her other excep- 
tional film outings 


include “Minsa'y devotion to quality Ti л n 

Isang Gamu-gamo,” productions, so Nora А5 
“Tatlong Taong Aunor deserves our 

Walang Diyos,” admiration and grat- 

"Bona, “Uod at itude. All the more 


reason, then, to sup- 
port her in her future 
endeavors. 


Rosas,” “Ina Ka ng 
Anak Mo,” and "Ае 
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“LOS ANGELES—ON HER NEW 
CD, "Blackout," Britney Spears ac- 
knowledges that 2007 has not 
been a charmed year "m Mis. 
+ Bad Media Karma, another day 
another drama,” the 25-year-old 
рор princess croons to a thumping 
dance groove on the song, “Piece 
of Me.” 
“Another day, another debacle" 
1} might have been а more apropos 
._ lyric. In just a year's time, Spears 
thas become the ultimate case 
study for the "When Celebs Go 
Bad" file: 
4 She has ееп ап out-of-control 
party girl, landed in rehab, lost 
témporary custody of her two 
young sons, given a horrendous 
i performance on live TV and gotten 
_ hërself arrested. 


: But, despite her litany of woes, 
“Blackout,” may be the one posi- 
tive note in an otherwise dreadful 
year So far, it has earned her a Тор 
10 single (with "Gimme More") 
and some of the best reviews she 
has had in years. 

‘Could “Blackout” be the break 
Brimey needs? Industry insiders, 
fans and critics are saying “yes.” 
“One of the problems for Britney 
right nowis, the public is more fo- 
cused on her personal life than her 
music. This record is an opportuni- 
týto change that,” explains Rolling 
‘Stone's Joe Levy, who called the al- 
bum “state ofthe ап.” 

“People are tired of hearing 


ERST 


SPEARS. 
Club-friendly 
sound 


about the negative stuff going on 
in her personal life, and theyll 
gravitate to the new sound she's 
putting out," muses Nate "Danja" 
Hills, who produced four songs on 
dance-focused “Blackout.” “This is 
a rebirth. It’s a new musical chap- 
ter for her" he adds. 

Spears’ musical past is already 
the stuff of legend. She was 16 
"when she put out her first album, 
©... Baby One More Time,” in 1999. 
Fueled by the title track, which 
had the teen crooning the refrain 
“Hit me baby one more time,” the 
album sold more than 14 million 
copies in the United States—and 
made her an international super- 
ES 
She's released three multiplat- 
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imum studio albums since then, 
had best-selling tours, several hit 
singles, and starred in a movie (the 
Tess-than-successful 2002 flick 
"Crossrozds?). 


Freak-show status 

But Spears, who turns 26 in De- 
cember, has not released an album 
of original material since 2003's 
“In the Zone.” Since then, she's 
been relegated to the tabloid 
realm of celebrity, in danger of ri- 
vvaling Michael Jackson in freak- 
show status. 

Still, Junior Sanchez of Los An- 
geles, a 21-year-old college stu- 
dent, says the singer’s woes make 
him “feel more attached to her.” 

^1 can tell she's going through 


San Aia LIGHT. 


co-presented by: 


bad stuff right now” he shares. 
“Her fans don't care about her per- 
sonal life. We care about her music 
and the way she performs.” 

‘Though Sanchez was “really 
disappointed” with Spears’ ap- 
pearance at MTV's Video Music 
Awards, he eagerly sought leaks of 
her new album online and says he 
likes what he's heard so far. “Its 
опе of her best, I honestly think,” 
he observes. “Tm ready to buy her 
records—and Tm ready to buy 
tickets to her concert!” 

Sanchez isn't alone. “Gimme” 
was the top-selling digital song on 
the week of its release, and Spears 
losing custody of her two toddlers 
a week later didn't slow sales. 

Fans remain loyal despite the 
drama, says Jerry Del Colliano, a 
music-industry professor at Uni- 
versity of Southem California. 
"Look at her single sales,” he rea- 
sons. "She couldn't have been 
through a darker time. She embar- 
rassed herself on television, she 
was ridiculed by bloggers and still, 
she was No. 1.” 


Chart 

However, “Gimme” topped out 
at No. 3 on the Billboard Hot 100 
Singles chart and, after seven 
weeks, has dropped to No. 13. 
Stil, marketing consultant Ryan 
Schinman, president of Platinum. 
Rye Entertainment, said: "Td be 
shocked if this didn't go platinum. 

“ft certainly doesn't help that 
she can't promote this properly 
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ears recovers . 


but she doesn’t need that much 
promotion," he adds. "You can't 
get more out there than she's been. 
out there. The album is going to 
sell. People are curious, because 
they know what a train wreck 
she's been!" 

It may help Spears that her 
club-fiendly sound appeals to an 
older audience rather than the 
teens and tweens she originally 
courted, says Geoff Mayfield, Bil 
board's senior analyst and director 
of charts: "If kids were still a huge 
part of her album base, the nefari- 
ous publicity would be more trou- 
blesome.” 

“Blackout” features 12 thump- 
ing dance tracks crafted by top pop 
and hiphop producers, including 
Bloodshy & Avant (who produced 
Spear 2004 Grammy-winning 
hit, “Toxic”) and Danja, the beat- 
master behind Spears’ single, 
“Gimme More.” 

Danja, a Timbaland protege 
who already scored hits with 
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JOAQUIN PHOENIX AND MARK 
"Wahlberg are an explosive stellar 
combination as combative broth- 
ers in “We Own The Night.” One 
(Wahlberg) is a law enforcer, the 
other a law breaker. See what 
happens when their radically dif- 
ferent worlds collide! 

Writer-director James Grey's 
drama is set in New York in 
1988, when a new breed of nar- 
codes 
sweeps 
veers, MONTAGE 
bringing 
with it a ferocious crime wave. 
Outmanned and outgunned, the 
police bury one of their own at 
the rate of two a month. An all- 
‘out war rages, threatening to en- 
gulf the guilty and the innocent 
alike. 

As manager of a nightclub 
frequented by gangsters, 
Phoenix's character refuses to 
get involved—but is forced to 
take sides when his brother's 
life is at stake. Robert Duvall 
and Eva Mendes also star. 


‘Triumph and romance on 
Hallmark 

Inspiring movies premiere on 
the Hallmark Channel this 
month, led by “The Triumph" at. 
10 p.m. on Nov. 11. Based on a 
true story, the film stars 
Matthew Perry as Ron Clark, a 
brilliant teacher who intro- 
duces a groundbreaking ap- 
proach that not only wins his 
troubled students’ hearts but al- 
so works miracles in their lives. 

At 10 p.m. on Nov. 18, "The 
Engagement Ring" casts Patri- 
cia Heaton ("Everybody Loves 
Raymond" as a formidable 
businesswoman whose discov- 
ery of an engagement rings sig- 
nificance propels her to the 
middle of an ongoing feud be- 
tween her mother (Lainie 
Kazan) and her former child- 
hood sweetheart (Tony LaBian- 


THE POP star's latest recording 
has earned her some of the best 
reviews she's had in years. 


Justin Timberlake and Nelly Furta- 
do, says he was "excited" to work 
with Spears. He expects people to 
support the album, which has a 
"hard-hitting, dark and sexy vibe." 


Contract 

Jive Records, Spears’ label since 
her debut, has remained mostly 
mum about the pop star. Jive offi- 
cials declined to discuss why the 
album's release date was changed, 
how many more albums are in 
Spears’ contract, or the marketing 
challenges involved with promot- 
ing the troubled singer. 

“As Britney's label, its not our 
place to comment on her personal 
issues, but we do care about her” 
label spokesperson Allan Mayer 
said. “Britney's a grown woman. 
She makes her own choices, and 
we respect that. But, she faces 
challenges that most of us can't 
even imagine!” AP 


PHOENIX. 
Costars with 
Mark Wahlberg in 
James Grey's 
searing drama. 
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PERRY, Plays a brilliant teacher 


Hallmark's “The Triumph." 


co), from whom she was sepa- 
rated by a cruel twist of fate. 
Also watch “Without A Trace,” 
Mondays at 9 p.m.; “Law & Or- 
der: Special Victims Unit" 
‘Thursdays at 9 pm; "ER," 
weeknights t 8 p.m., and “The 
Starter Wife," Sundays at 9 p.m. 


New shows on Nickelodeon 

Catch the premiere of “Ricky 
Sprocket” at 12 noon and 6:30 
p.m. on Nov. 8, and ac 1 p.m. on 
Nov. 10. It's about the world's 
most famous child star, who is 
rich beyond belief, but is filled 
with childhood anxieties. 

There's more! Join "The 
Great Parent Mystery” on “Cat- 
dog” at 1 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. on 
Nov. 8, as Catdog go on a parent 
hunt and run into aliens, hillbil- 
lies and fire ants. 

“Wonder Pets" returns at 9 
a.m. on Nov. 12, with Linny the 
Guinea Pig, Ming-Ming Duck- 
ling and Turtle Tuck. And your 
favorite Nick characters are fea- 
tured in "Know Your Nick- 
toons,” a three-hour marathon 
from 12 noon to 3 p.m, from 
Nov 19 1030. 


The Little Gym 
and ‘Enchanted’ 
Something magical 
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LOS ANGELES—ITS ONE OF THE 
sweet ironies in Steve Carell’ Ше that 
the beautiful, award-winning French 
actress, Juliette Binoche, didn't know 
who he was until they starred opposite 
each other in the film, “Dan In Real 
In Steve's case, having 
Juliette as his leading lady 


‘was something һе neverex- Суму INL 


pected to happen. Now, the 


romantic comedy is giving HOLLYWE 


him the best critical notices 
so far in his acting career. 

The added irony is that, 
while "Dan In Real Life" is En 
being hailed as a surpris- 
ingly sweet, sophisticated 
comedy, its box-office num- 
bers have not matched the 
vasounding eritical анана, POV 

After playing “The 40- Nepales 
Year-Old Virgin” and a suici- 
dal gay scholar in “Little Miss Sunshine,” 
the comic, in his latest film, portrays a 
widowed parental-advice columnist who 
‘unwittingly falls for his brother's giri- 
friend. This dilemma tests his own self 
imposed strict rules for behavior. 

А late bloomer in his acting career, 
Steve first worked as a radio deejay and 
postman. He quit the latter job because 
he was, in his own words, “very bad at 
it” He applied for law school, but that 
didn't pan out—because he was not 
able to write the required essay on why 
he wanted to be a barrister! 


Carell finally found his calling when he 
joined Chicago's famous comedy troupe, 
“The Second City.” He had to struggle to 
get the string of TV and movie roles that 
eventually made hima star. 

‘These days, even with his success as a 
film actor, the 45-year-old comedian has 
not abandoned "The Office,” 
the TV sitcom that won him 
a Golden Globe in 2006. This 
attitude springs from his 
practical belief about how 
fleeting fame can be. 
zm In the press con, Steve 
-— also injected sober com- 

P ments like: "There's no way 
Tcould have planned any of 
this success. This may not 
continue in the future, so 
Tm just enjoying the mo- 
ment!” 

The actor is married to 

“Saturday Night Live" 

alumna, Nancy Walls, with whom he 

has two children. He stars next in “Get 

Smart,” a movie remake of the 1960s 
‘TV series. Excerpts: 


Doyou have brothers? 

Ihave three older brothers. 

Have you ever desired... 

Have І ever stolen my brother's girl- 
friend, is that what you are asking me? 

Yes. 

Idid that with every single girlfriend 
of my brothers, and I married each of 
them (laughter). No, we've never got- 


ten into that sort of domestic en- 
counter. Fortunately. 

When your wife is at home with 
your kids while you're acting, and she 
hears that you're working with a beau- 
tiful actress like Juliette Binoche... 

Or that I'm doing a shower scene 
with her (laughter). Imagine that 
phone call on the day of the shooting. 
She asked: "What are you shooting to- 
day?" I answered, “There's a scene in 
the laundry room. Then, we're going 
upstairs to shoot the shower scene..." 

She was like, “Wait, what? (Laugh- 
ter) What are you doing in the shower 
scene?!” No. She's completely cool 
about that. Frankly, she knows that 
Juliette is out of my league (laughter). 

Are you glad that your success hap- 
pened much later, not earlier? 

If this had happened when I was 20, 
Td be a complete ass (laughter). At this 
point, my family is more important 
than anything. This is icing on the 
cake—incredibly fun and rewarding. 

How has life changed for you from 
when you were in your 30s? 

The main thing is that, I do have two 
little kids now. That has become the fo- 


Hepburn papers reveal 
woman of strength 


NEW YORK—A PEEK INSIDE THE PRI- 
vate world of legendary actress 
Katharine Hepburn reveals a woman re- 
sembling the strong-willed characters 
she often portrayed. 

A trove of personal documents going 
on display in February at the New York 
Public Library portrays Hepburn as the 
kind of woman who would call the Okla- 
homa cop who had arrested her a “mo- 
ron” to his face and take a stand in de- 
fense of a vulgarity uttered in a Los Ange- 
Jes stage production. 

But, she could also be insecure about 
her acting ability, documenting how hard 
she worked. There are copious notes 
Hepburn used for help with intonation, 
cadence or pitch. 


Letters 

The library acquired thousands of 
pages of notes, journals, annotated 
Scripts, contracts and letters pertaining 
to Hepburn’s stage career through the ex- 
ecutor of her estate, journalist Cynthia. 
McFadden. 

The collection will be accessible to the 
public starting in February and spans the 
late 19205 to the early 19905, including 
the handwritten letter of introduction to 
producer/director George Tyler, in which 
the soon-to-be star is deemed “а young 
actress of possibilities.” 

The four-time Oscar-winning actress, 
who died in 2003 aged 96, comes off as 
determined and witty, sometimes arro- 
gant, often imperious. 

Yet, the collection reveals little 
about her personal life. One leather 
scrapbook from the play, “Coco,” bears 
the monogram “5.7,” presumably that 
of her most famous lover, Spencer Tra- 
су. 


Catalogue 

The catalogue includes dog-eared 
scripts with Hepburn's notations in the 
margins, pristine photos and well-worn 
correspondences. Apparently, she saved 
pretty much everything. 

Responding to what is in essence a fan 
letter from Charlton Heston during her fi 


к, 


HEPBURN. Determined and witty, 
sometimes arrogant, often imperious. 


nal Broadway play, “The West Side 
Waltz,” she writes, “What a nice letter 
Many thanks.” 

‘One text details a speech to an audi- 
ence on the 1970 campus killings of four 
youths at Kent State University during an 
‘antiwar demonstration. Hepburn, who 
generally eschewed politics in her public 
life, asked for a minute of silence. 

Other papers reveal she sometimes 
doubted her abilities. “She was very ner- 
vous about doing “Сосо,” said Bob Tay- 
lor, curator of the library's Billy Rose The- 
atre Division, referring to the 1969 
Broadway musical about the designer, 
Coco Chanel. 


Vocal exercises 

“She'd never done a musical. It didn’t 
always come easily to her. She worked 
very hard doing these vocal exercises,” 
he said, pointing to her notes. 

А 1950 journal entry from her tour in 
“As You Like It” recalls being arrested by 
an Oklahoma police officer she describes 
as "handsome in a dull sort of way.” 

Hepburn recounts that she “slammed 
the door in his face” upon arriving at a 
lawyer's office, before boldly declaring: 


HEPBURN/GS 


cus of our lives. They give us more joy 
than anything we could have ever an- 
ticipated. We have more money than 
we did 10 years ago. 

Apart from that, it's not dramatically 
different. I'm acting. I'm certainly do- 
ing more high-profile things than I was 
10 years ago. 

What's your advice for relation- 
ships in Hollywood to last? 

Everyone's personal experiences are so 
different that | would honestly never ven- 
ture to give advice in terms of what will 
work and what won't. In our case, my 
wife and I laugh a lot. That's helpful for 
any relationship—sense of humor and 
caring. Don't let the romance go out! 

How about...? 

Fornication? (Laughter) That helps, 
aswell. 

Communication. 

Oh. Communication. Well, they're 
one and the same. Fornication is the 
most ancient form of communication 
laughter). 

In the movie, the way your charac- 
ter meets Juliette in а bookstore is 
almost perfect. Before you got mar- 
ried, how easy or hard was it for you 


It's not one thing. It's many. 
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to meet women? 4 
It was impossible! I was terrible at 
dating. I honestly don't remember ever 
asking a woman out on a date. Anyone; 
that I ended up having a relationship 
with was somebody I met through work, 
or I became friends with. It was not be-, 
cause was shy-— just wasn't good at ii 
How did you meet your wife? 
Iworked with her at The Second City 
in Chicago. She was also a bartender. I'd. 
sit down, have a drink, and talk to her, 
But, it took months before we accom- 
modated the idea of going out on. 
date. We were both painfully shy. 
She would say things like, "If I ever 
went out with a guy like you, that would 
be neat (laughter)." Then, fd say, “If I 
asked someone like you on a date, that. 
would be weird—and Га be scared 
about you saying no!" She replied: “I 
don't think Pd say no if someone like you, 
asked me (laughter).” В 
It took so long for the question and 
answer to come out. But, when they fi- 
nally did, things were fine. We were 
such nerds about it! 
Is your next film, “Get Smart,” a 
STEVE/G3 
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Gay roles 


LOS ANGELES—GAY PEOPLE ARE 
becoming an endangered species 
on network television. 

А new report says a total of seven 
series on the five broadcast networks 
feature regular lesbian, gay, bisexual 
and transgender (LGBT) characters 
now—down from nine last season. 
The number has dropped for the past 
three years, according to the annual 
"Where We Are on TV?" study by the 
Gay and Lesbian Alliance Against 
Defamation 

‘The only non-heterosexual regu- 
Jar character appearing on a new 
show is Bonnie Somerville's bisexu- 
al Caitlin Dowd on ABC's drama, 
"Cashmere Mafia which pre- 
mieres in December. 


Most inclusive 

‘ABC continues by a mile to be the 
most inclusive of LGBT representa- 
tion. The network accounts for six of 
the seven characters in its series, 
“Brothers & Sisters,” “Ugly Betty,” 
“Desperate Housewives” and "Cash- 
mere Mafia.” (The seventh regular 
LGBT character is Oscar Martinez on 
NBC's “The Office," the only one such 
character of color on broadcast TV) 

"Brothers" is singled out as “the 
bright spot on primetime network 
dramas,” with its three gay or bisex- 
ual characters. 

‘The highest-profile new addition 
of gay characters is on "Desperate 
Housewives,” which will introduce 
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“UGLY BETTY" features a regular homosexual character. 


the first gay couple on Wisteria 
Lane, played by Kevin Rahm and 
‘Tuc Watkins in recurring roles. 

"Cashmere Mafia," “Brothers & 
Sisters" and “Desperate Housewives” 
come from openly gay producers. 

In the recurring character count, 
ABC has six of the 13 on broadcast 
series next season: “Brothers,” 
“Housewives,” "Greys Anatomy" 
“Меп in Trees" and the new drama, 
"Dirty Sexy Money" Fox features 
four (all on animated series, "The 
Simpsons" and "American Dad!”), 
and NBC has three on "ER" and “Fri- 
day Night Lights." 


Reality shows 

According to the report, CBS and 
its sister network, the CW, have no 
representation of LGBT characters on 


their scripted series, but the two net- 
‘works earn points for including gay 
contestants and judges on such reali- 
ty shows as CBS’ “Survivor: China,” 
“The Amazing Race” and “Big Broth- 
ег” and the CW's “Crowned” and 
"America's Next Top Model." 

“While we acknowledge there have 
been improvements made in how we 
are seen on the broadcast networks, 
most notably on ABC, our declining 
representation clearly indicates a fail- 
ure to inclusively reflect the audience 
watching television,” mused GLAAD 
president Neil Giuliano. 

On the other hand, LGBT repre- 
sentation on mainstream cable net- 
works is skyrocketing—with 57 
characters this year, including 40 
regular characters, up from last 
year’s total of 35! Reuters 


Steve Carell is funnier in real life ыш 


laugh-out-loud movie, or is it se- 
» rious like the Bond films? 

I didn't wantit to be a spy spoof, be- 
cause that has been done. I wanted it 
to be more of a comedic "Bourne 
Identity” зо it has a lot of action. The 
bad guys are villainous, scary and 
funny at the same time. I did all sorts 
of stunts—hanging off buildings, air- 
planes and running through explod- 
ing rooftops. I did stuff I never 
thought would ever dol 


Since you play an agent, what 
qualities do you think would 
make a good one? 

‘Composure, nerves of steel and 
being a swab—not suave (laugh- 
ter). He should be a debonair and 
attractive to. 

Women? 

‚ Women. Women would find it 
hard to resist me (laughter). 

Do you know what your original 
family name, Caroselli, means? 


Iwas told that it meant wild horses. 

When television first came to 
Italy, there were 10 minutes of 
commercials called "carosello." 

1 ат а bunch of commercials. I 
think "wild horses” is sexier (laugh- 
ter)! 


Email rvnepales_5585@ya- 
hoocom, and read his ‘blog, “The 
Nepales Report,” on www.inquirerblog- 
gers.net/nepalesreport. 
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Animé features 


ANIME HAS BECOME A PERVASIVE 
influence on many entertainment forms 
these days, but some people missed out 
on the Japanese fantasy format's early 
beginnings. 

Since those early days harbor the core 
of animé's primal impulse, some confu- 
sion has resulted, watering down the au- 
thentic power of the format’s contribu- 
tions. To help make up for this slack, 
Maitland McDonagh brings us up to 
snuff on the “art and soul” of animé: 


Mainstream 

Animé officially went mainstream in 
2002, when Hayao Miyazaki's complex, 
magical children's tale, "Spirited Away" 
won an Oscar. But, Japanese feature- 
length animation runs the gamut from 
Pokemon to porno, and a bewildering 
number of titles fill video store shelves: 

“akira” (1988). The violent postapoc- 
alyptic action-adventure that opened the 
world’s eyes to the fact that there was 
more to Japanese animation than “Astro 
Boy” and “Speed Racer.” 

“Grave of the Fireflies” (1988). A 
wrenching drama about a teenager trying 
to keep himself and his little sister alive in 
the countryside outside devastated Kobe 
during the last desperate days of WWII. 

“Legend of the Overfriend” (1993). 
Warring demons use modern-day 
teenagers to fight their ancient, perpetu- 
al war; the high- (or low-) water mark of 
the sex-and-tentacles school of ultravio- 
lent, erotic supernatural thrillers. 

“Ghost in the Shell" (1995) and 
"Ghost in the Shell 2" (2004). Moody 
futuristic crime thrillers that unfold in а 
world where the line between man and 
machine is increasingly blurred. 


Obsessive fan 

"Perfect Blue" (1997). A squeaky- 
clean teen pop star tries to reinvent her- 
self as an adult actress in a lurid TV crime 
series, but is tormented by an obsessive 
fan—or is it her own conscience that's 
taunting her? 

"Jin-Roh: The Wolf Brigade” (1999). 
Set in the early ’60s, this thriller about 
rebels using young girls dubbed “Red 


from porn to Pokemon’ 


run the gamut | 


“SPIRITED AWAY.” The magical i 
children’s talewonan Oscarin 2003. — : 
Riding-Hoods" as suicide bombers апа: 
the "Wolf Brigade," a rogue force within 
the governments anti-terrorism unit, * 
unfold in an alternate Japan that lost the „ 
Second World War to Germany, instead ; 
ofto the United States! 

“Blood: The Last Vampire" (2000). А; 
schoolgirl vampire slayer who may not be $ 
what she seems investigates a Vietnam-era * 
‘American military base in Japan plagued 
by bloodsuckers in this gory supernatural : 
action story with political overtones. 


Bounty hunter E 

“Cowboy Bebop: The Movie" (2001). : 
А loosely-knit team of perpetually cash- 
strapped futuristic bounty hunters—in-, 
duding a grizzled ex-cop, high-strung; 
teenaged computer genius, and ап unnat-: 
urally intelligent corgi—stumble onto a? 
plot involving biological weapons in this $ 
spin-off from a series famous for its eclec-* 
tic, ultracool pop soundtrack. i 

“Escaflowne” (2002): A depressed: 
schoolgirl slips into an alternate world of 
warring clans and magical beings in this 
"Lord of the Rings’-meets-"The Wizard 
of Oz" fantasy, a darker spin-off from а 
popular TV series. 

“Millennium Actress” (2003). Past 
and present, reality and fiction blend 
seamlessly in this dreamlike drama 
about a reclusive actress and the docu- 
mentary filmmaker determined to find 
out why she abruptly abandoned her ca- 
reer 30 years earlier. 


Movie schedules may 
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Macau 


Sesame Street Party. 
November 2; Activity Center 


Repertory Philippines presents Disney's CINDERELLA Kids 
ugust - December 2007 
For inquiries, pls. сай 887-0710 or visit wwwrepertory-philippines.com. 


HYBRID 


Promo 


Get a chance to win a trip for two 


to Macau! 


Be one of three lucky winners ої a Macau package, 


inclusive ої 
+ Aire ia Air Macau 
+ Four Days, Three Nighls Hotel Accommodation 
* Half Day Cily Tour 


Redeem a тоће coupon for every P500 single or 
пот November2t0 December 31. 
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September 18 to October 28, 2007; Ground Floor 
For more info, pls. сай 787-7117 to 21 loc. 14 or email museum_inquin 


Sesame Street Party 
October 28; Activity Center 
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By Rito P. Asilo 


“Lust, Caution" 

D: Ang Lee 

S: Tony Leung, Wei Tang, 
Lee-Hom Wang, Joan Chen 


THE LAST TIME ANG LEE WON 
the Venice Film Festival's covet- 
éd Golden Lion Award, it was 
for 2005's “Brokeback Moun- 
tain,” the exquisitely handled 
gay love story that eventually 
brought him an Oscar for Best 
Director. 

2 Recently, the 53-year-old au- 
feur copped another cinematic 
triumph when his latest produc- 
tion, the scorchingly erotic espi- 
onage drama, "Lust, Caution," 


ye 


p after she joins a seem- 
ingly innocuous amateur the- 
ater troupe in Shanghai, head- 
ed by handsome idealist, Kuang 
Yu Min (Lee-Hom Wang), dur- 
ing World War П. 

When Kuang convenes and 
convinces the group to take on a 
bolder and more proactive 
stand in China's combustible so- 
cio-political environment, 
Wong finds herself playing a 
crucial role in the "opera- 
tion"—as pawn and bait—to 
lure and exterminate Mr. Yee 
(Tony Leung), an influential 
Japanese collaborator with a 
brooding stare and am insa- 
tiable sexual appetite. 

Three years later, the innocent 


TT. 


Theversatile director ("Sense 
and Sensibility,” “Crouching 
Tiger, Hidden Dragon," “The Ice 
Storm”) spins another gripping 
morality tale that displays his 
storytelling sense, theatrical 
flair and technical mastery. 

This time, Lee juxtaposes his 
film’s politics with the bristling 
sexual tension that seethes 
from the chemistry between Yee 
and Wong—which the director 
unflinchingly shows off in 
scenes that sizzle with lyrical in- 
tensity and no-holds-barred 
conviction, 

With his confident thespic 
touch and sensitivity, the iconic 
Leung limns his character with 
finely-tuned nuances and smol- 
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m shines in a career: making 
performance that will surely 
boost her movie-star cachet in 
years to come. 

Under Lee's tutelage, Leung 
and Tang deftly imbue the film's 
sexually graphic scenes with 
honesty and earnest abandon as 
they dramatize the lead charac- 
ters love and lust for each oth- 
er, Without those scenes, there's 
no doubt Wongs journey 
wouldnt be as powerful and 
empathetic. 

‘Ang Lee's latest production is 
not for the faint-hearted: Clock- 
ing in at two hours and 37 min- 
utes, the movies protracted 
running time and its startlingly 
graphic scenes of sex and vio- 


bagged yet another Golden Lion 
trophy—and deservingly so. 

‚ The film follows the daring 
Exploits of a shy university stu- 
dent, Wong Chia Chi (Wei 


lass has.turned into an elegant 
mistress who will stop at noth- 
ing, not even sex, to complete 
her mission—but, at what 
price? 


persuasions. 
For her part, the 


‘INTO THE WOODS’ AT MUSIC MUSEUM 


Catch the New Voice Company's 13th season offering, Stephen Sondheim's “Into the Woods,” 
from Nov. 9 to Dec. 8, Fridays and Saturdays, 8 p.m. at the Music Museum. The Tony Award- 
winning musical features an exciting cast that includes (bottom, from left) Joaqui Valdes, Mika 
Margolles, Angela Padilla, Crise! Consunji and Missy Maramara; (middle, from left) Tommy 
Abuel, Juno Henares, Michael Williams, Lynn Sherman, Menchu Lauchengco-Yulo and Cathy 
Azanza, and (top, from left) Red Concepcion, Madeleine Nicolas, John Mulhall, Jamie Wilson, 
Майа Ponce and Amiel Mendoza. Call 896-5497 or 891-9999. 
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dering subtlety as he transports 
viewers to a brutal, distant past 
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luminous comings. Don't miss it. 


lence may turn off queasy, con- 
servative viewers—but the vis- 
сета] payoff at film's end will 
more than make up for its short- 


honesty and earnest abandon, 
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Lee throws caution to th windi in erotic espionage drama 


LEUNG AND TANG. Imbue the film's sexually graphic scenes with 


Hit religious musical boosts 
laudable initiatives 


“NASAAN SI HESUS?,” LOURDES 
“Bing” dela Llana-Pimentels ac- 
claimed and long-running religious 
musical revue, will be staged anew 
on Nov. 13at 5 and 8 p.m. at the GSIS 
Auditorium, Roxas blvd., Pasay City. 

The fundraising performances will 
support the laudable projects of the 
Buhay Isang Awit Foundation (schol- 
arship, livelihood, cultural and value 
formation initiatives), Dr. Justo de 
Llana Foundation, the Catholic Me- 
dia Network, and the CBCP's Episco- 
pal Commission on Social Communi- 
cation and Mass media. 


Very real problems 

“Nasaan si Hesus?” has been 
praised because it tackles in dramat- 
ic, comedic and musical terms, the 
very real problems, issues and 
dilemmas that Christians face to- 
day—streetchildren, teen pregnan- 
cy, injustice at the workplace, loss of 
faith, corrupt politicians, philander- 
ing husbands, etc. Call 851-3120. 

Supporting the Nov. 13 perfor- 
mances are Senate President Man- 
ny and Rep. Cynthia Villar Sen. 
Loren Legarda, Smart, Megaworld, 
Metrobank Foundation Inc, The 
First Tri-Media Group of Compa- 


PIMENTEL. Her popular theatrical 
revue tackles issues in dramatic, 
comedic and musical terms. 


nies, Shoemart, SR Metals Inc, 
Foundation Specialists Inc., Mr. and 
Mrs. Manny Cuevas, Bryant and 
Eimee Cragun and GSIS. 


Cast 

The musical revue's cast is made 
up of some of the best musical-the- 
ater talents in the country— 
Rito Asilo, Andy Bais, Shiela 
Asuncion, Russell Magno, Cecil, 
Roy and Roychelle Torre, Jan 
Alexander and Mica. 

The acclaimed religious musical 
has been cited by Auxiliary Bishop 
of Manila Bernardino C. Cortez, 


D.D., for “Touching not only our 
Christian faith and sensibilities, but 
also challenging us to concretely in- 
volve ourselves in the plight of our 
brothers in need.” 


Funds 

He thus encourages “each Chris- 
tian who wants to take his Christiani- 
ty seriously to support the Sagip 
Buhay Radio School-On-Air by pa- 
tronizing the musical's repeat perfor- 
mances, in order to generate funds 
for its continuance.” Bishop Ortiz is 
also the chairman of the CBCP Epis- 
copal Commission on Mass Media 
and Social Communications. 

For his part, Fr, James B. Reuter, 
S.J., observes, "This revue is com- 
ing to us at exactly the right time. 
All over the nation, there is a rising 
resentment against graft, corrup- 
tion, selfishness, ambition and 
greed. We feel that it has gone on 
too long—it has to stop. 

"So, we pray that 'Nasaan si Hes- 
ug will achieve the purpose for 
which it was created—that it will fill 
your mind with the beauty of God, 
your heart with His love, your will 
with His strength, and your whole 
being with the fullness of His life!” 


THE SECOND TELECAST OF “KID 
Nation” of Studio 23 last Sunday, 
Oct. 21, was a bit less significant 
than its premiere episode the 
week before, but it still sustained 
our interest. 

This time, the 39 kids compris- 
ing the show's little "nation" had 


killing and cooking two chickens 
to boost their diet of canned 
goods. The city kids cringed, but 
1Syearold Greg, who had ap- 
prenticed with a butcher one sum- 
mer, took charge and spared the 
others the bloody trauma. 


Animal lovers 

The "execution" was opposed by 
some animal lovers, but the major- 
ity had its way and the kids had а 
“feast” of chicken stew last night. 

The other big deal in the second 
telecast was the challenge that 
would revamp the "class hierar- 
chy" that had been established їп 
the small community: 

‘The Green group had been placed 
in the lowest worker category, so its 
members were determined to top 
the new challenge, in order for them 
to move up in the class rankings, 

Alas, they also did poorly in the 
second challenge, so they were 
compelled to remain at “laborer” 
level. Worse, they failed to com- 
plete the challenge, so the entire. 


| Kid Nation’ courageously confronts 
potentially troubling issues 


By Nestor U. Torre 


to face the emotional challenge of | 


REALITY children’s show serves аз а 
‘practical’ reminder to children about 
how things really are in adult life. 


community didn’t get the perks it 
had been promised. 

When it came to the new "gold 
stars” prize, two kids were in hot 
contention for it: Michael, the 
great speaker and motivator, and 
Greg, the “executioner.” 


Motives 

Greg really wanted to win the 
prize, so he volunteered for addition- 
al tasks around the building com- 
plex. But, the “nation’s” young lead- 
ers may have doubted his motives, so 
the award went to Michael, instead, 
"Well, Greg can win it next time. 

As the reality challenge contin- 
ues to unfold, its value to viewers 
is becoming clearer: The show 
places children in situations that 
require them to be responsible, 


4 proactive and creative in the way 
they deal with problems that are 
usually left to adults to solve. 

This “social experiment” fasci- 
nates both kids and their parents 
for different reasons. Children are 
determined to prove that they can 
behave responsibly, while their 
folks are torn between feelings of 
pride and concern. 

Indeed, they have reason to feel 
fretful, because “Kid Nation” has 
become controversial for some- 
times “challenging” its younger 
“citizens” too rigorously. 

The community's rigid “class hi- 
erarchy” has also been criticized for 
imposing strict delineations which 
could run counter to the tenets 
democracy and upward mobility: ^ 


Reality 

On the other hand, it’s a “practi- 
cal” reminder to children about 
how things really are in the adult 
world, so the sooner they deal 
with that reality, the better. 

‘What's instructive about “Kid Na- 
tion” is its courage in confronting 
potentially troubling issues and 
serving as a forum for positive and 
negative views about them. 

As the show's young "pioneers" 
work hard to create their brave, 
new world in the desert, we trust 
that both young and adult viewers 
аге also working through those i 
challenging issues in their own, 
lives and spheres. di 


Hepburn papers reveal woman 


“I have been arrested by this mo- 
ron," 

In 1971, Hepburn fought for her 
right to use the word, “shit,” in the 
Los Angeles production of "Coco," 
arguing for its artistic merit. 

She describes the barring of ће 
word as “curiously head in the 


sand" in "an era of literature and 
cinema and theater, where every 
other expression is a four-letter 
word. To me, it's a seriously ar- 
кату decision and a false 
one—and, alas, one which injures 
very much our play." 

Hepburn prevailed, the exple- 


eld FrompageGI 
tive went back in, and to mark her 
victory, she saved a letter from the 
producers to one Miss Esther 
Mackrow of Los Angeles, who reg- 
istered the first written objection 
over the matter. “Miss Hepburn 
was quite right,” the producers 
wrote. Reuters 

a ` 


